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OSHA ANNOUNCES SHARP REDUCTION IN PERMISSIBLE WORKER EXPOSURE TO ASBES‘I‘DS

The U,S. Department of Labor's Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) today announced a sharp reduction in the permissible - |
worker exposure limit (PEL) to asbestos which is expected to lower the death \
rigk by 90 percent among those heavily exposed, 7

"The hazard of asbestos is well-known and documented," Labor Secretary -
William E, Brock said. "Iwo new standards are being promulgated by OSHA which
‘will substantially increase protections for over 1.3, million workers and -
reduce their risk of cancer and other sericus disease." '

"By lowering the exposure limit of asbestos and addressing the spec:
problems of the construction industry, these standards reflect owr £irm
comnitment to reduce the serious health thveat of this particularly dangercus
substance,” Brock commented, -

Newly appointed Asgistant Secretsry of Labor John A, Pendergrass, who
heads OSHA, announced the new standards (one for general industry and a
separate one for construction), Pendergrass pointed out that the asbestos
construction standard reprasents the first time OSHA has issued a health
standard strictly for the construction industry.

+ "OSHA constantly seeks new approaches to worker protection and the
&sbestgs construction standard i positi o Etabyd
he sald. B da e &R -

OSHA estimates that the standards will reduce the excess risk of dying
from cancer aver a working lifetime from 64 per 1,000 workers at the current 2
f/ce limit to 6,7 per 1,000, The excess risk of developing disabling and

scmetimes fatal asbestosis is expected to decrease from 50 per 1,000 to 5 per:
1,000 workers. :
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Workers exposed to asbestos are found primar:l.ly in the manufacturing,
service and construction industries with a total of about 1.3 million workers
in these industries who have same exposure above the 0.1 £/cc action level,

The heaviest exposuves cocur in general huilding renovation in the
conatruction industry where about 133,700 workers are exposed., As a result,
the construction standard has extansive provisions requiring physical barriers
to {solate asbestos work and a "cmpetent person® to eneure proper compliance.
The standard for construction recuires that a "cmpatent person" (i.e. someone
capable of identifying existing asbestos hazards with authority to eliminate
them) be designated during asbestos removal, demplition, and renovatwn
operations,

: About 527,000 wcrkers are in automotive brake and clutch vepair
esta.blisments, but their average eight~hour exposure ranges from the
non-detectable lavel to 0.94 f£/cc.

OSHA estimates that the total annual compliance costs for all the
industries affected hy the two standards will be about $460 willion anmnually,
roughly $108 million for general industry and $352 million for construction.
The agency concludes that with two exceptions (i.e, secondary asbestos gasket
manufacturing and renovation activities in constructicn) the revised standards
will not have significant econcmic impact on the industries' viability nor
will they have an adverse impact on small f£irme, .

The old standard applies to all industries, both general and
construction, but a separate standard is now being promulgated fof :
construction because of the unique characteristics of that industry such as
the temporary nature of worksites, the effect of weather variat.mns, and the
highly mb:.le nature of the workforce,

i Etandard for ‘gensral industry applies to all accupat:.onal
fees) hestos - exceptifEsonstruction, while the construction standard
in addition to general bullding renovation, covers new canstmction, ashestos
abatement, deml;tim, and contracted maintenance.

Both standards also require that engineering and work practice controls
be used to reach the PEL byt ; . )
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Alzo, medical surveillance is required in general mdustxy if exposure is
above the action level. In construction medical surveillance is required if
exposure is above the action level for 30 or more days or 1f negative pressure
respirators are worn,
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RS Tl oyvers to provide respirators & workers exposed above the PEL,
some maintenance workers, and in emergenciss.

- e Prnhect ivegafiothing - including. provigiss
disposal ARciEmdering. o

s

~w= Pomission for employaea or their representatives to chserve the
rmonitoring procedures. -

A nqnémmdatory appendix to the general industry standsrd provides
detailed work practice and engineering control guides for brake repair work to
assist auto servicing employers, '

In the construction standard, a non-mandatory appendix provides
guidelines on work practice and engineering controls for major ashestos
removal, renovation work, and demolition. Another appendix includes ,
guidelines for work practice and enginedéring controls for small-scale, short
duraticon, asbtiestos reximalf renovation, and
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The 25 states and territories with their own OSHA~approved job safety and
health plans must revise their existing standarde within six wonths of -
publication or show OSHA that they already have a state standard covering
asbestos workers which is "at least as effective" as the federal standards,
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