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! huvo just received a confidential copy of a paper by Dr. Barry King of the
U. S. Department of Public Heolth. In this paper, Dr. King sets forth criteria
for evaluating the lead hazard of painted surfaces.

Dr. King develops evidence to indicate that the quantity of leed in painted.
wrfaces with single and multiple leyers of paint should not exceed 0.03 mg.
Pb. per square centimeter. He also indicates that the daily permiscble in-
take of lead for o child should not exceed 0.2 mg. of lead per day from ali
scurces in addition to the leod impurities normally contained in his diet. On
page 5, peragroph 1V, Dr. Kehoe's work is refersnced. | believe lead acetote
was used os the lead source In Kehoe's study.

For many yeors, the paint industry has gesred its fermulas and manufachuring
procesies to the production of coatings for children’s toys and fumiture, and
to interior architectural paints which contaln less than 1% lsad {(os mekal) in
the non-volatile content (ANSI Standard Z66.1). It seems te me that any
apprecioble lowering of that standerd tolerance for leed zould lead to o
definite hordship for the paint industry. ! would like your cplnion on this
point, alse.

As you can ses, oftempling to relate Dr. King's figures to a percent by weight
standord for lead tolerance results in @ very low lead level. With no control
over the total film thickness of muitiplc coals of goint opplied ovar o period of
yeors, it could omount 1o almest @ zero iead tolerence.
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Will you please read De. King's poper ond send me your commenn on the infor-
motion which Is presented as you Feel it relotes to the manufacture of coatings.
Government agencies are under pressure from verious consumer groups to lower

the 1% lead standord. Plecse remember that this is confidential Information.

Thanks for your prompt reply to this request.

Sinceraly,
Royal A. Brewn
Technical Director
RAB:km
Enclosure

P.S. This letter Is being sent to o selected group of Paint Indusiry Technicol
Executives. R.A.B.
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