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CON ONS.

SELLING ARRANGEMENT,.

A clear understanding now exists with our main
competitors, viz. Cape Asbestos Company and Central Asbestos
Company. A good deal of uncertainty has existed between the
Companies mainly because none knew the others!? .intention
regarding prices and sales policy. A4s a result of
discussions both Cape and Central Companies have increased
their prices to a figure which puts ours in better light,
African érade ugt, although accepted by customers to be
about 74 - 10% inferfor to our fibre, is used as a Yardstick
for comparison and 1§ our main competitor mainly because
some users 4o not require a better fidbre., Under the new
prices, African Grade “S" fibre will be landed at Buropean
ports for about £E81,10, 0 while our grade 3 will be landed
at the same ports for approximately £E86. O. O assuming the
proposed further increase in freights ex Australian ports
has been adopted. This figure includes an increase in price
to us of £2., 3. 0 for Buropean Sales but users other than
Eternit have been quoted an additional El6/- per ton and sales
have been ‘made at this higher figure, The current(gfifﬁ? 5??::?
(1956) to European ports are Cape Asbestos Company £E76.10. 0,
Central Asbestos Company £877,10, O and A,B.4, Limited £E83. 5. i

Sales will, of course, still be made in open competition
but it has been. agreed by all three companies that prices
will not be lowered without advising the other two beforehand,
This ‘brraﬁgement is important because Johns Manville's price
to us is based on world prices- and these have now.been lifted
t0 a more satisfactory figure and one which is obviously
acceptable to Johns. Manville.

Careful appraisal of the market by Caps and Central
people and my own findings all indicate that although production -
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1s increasing fairly steeply there will still be a small
shortage next year, There does not seem to be a Manufacturer
of pressure pipes who is not planning some expansion and
because of this. cons@ption of blue fibre should continue
to increase. ogigures quoted by John Manville for market
regquirements /conduit are as much as six times their present
abllity to supply.

Hardies are aware of Humes proposal {0 make pipeslin
Australia and as Hardies pipef are not highly regarded compared
to world standards, it would not be surprising if they
considered using blue particularly as they cannot get enough
anosite.

FUTURE BUSINESS.

A new customer in Italia Cementifero has been secured
and 1t is felt that this firm will be more satisfactory than
Eternit as they are entirely dependent on the open market for
supplies and have no affiliation with Eternit, They are
reported to be a very sound Company financially and akre
expanding their business quite appreciably, It is believed
that continuity ofosupplies would mean little to Eternit if
slightly cheaper fibre became: available from elsewhere at any
time, Cementifero will, however, never displace Eternit
entirely.

Humes Limited at Singapore orger an encouraging prospect
and it is recommended that full consideration be given to joining
with them e.ﬁ:her in an agency agreeument or perhai:s in a
financial arrangement in connection with pipe making in
fustralia, The latter proposition has'not been discussed with
them. )

I consider that the Japanese market should be supplied
with at least some of its requirements. The grade supplied by
Central Asbestos I.td. 1s #Ss" which is shorter thaii “s* but

o/
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the #s" price is charged. Our fibre will coppare mox:e than
favourably with %the shorter “gs" grade and tiie h;'gher price
of £100 f,0.b. will be paid by the Japanese.

The Danish and Norwegian users are becoming mtere:f:sd
in our fibre and they are considered likely users in the

future. ‘A sample shipment- for test purposes is going forwardi.

c ON,

It seems possible that Central Asbestos Company Limited
may limit their production to about 20,000 tons p.a. because
of 'anticipated transport difficulties and because of the
necessity to increase all housing and other facilities necessar)
for additicnal i:mnage. This figure should be reached in two
or three years. Cape Asbestos Company will have little extra
for.the open market providing the Johns Manvilie progran
goes to schedule, Next year they will supply 15000 tons to
- Johns Manville and this is expected to 1ncrease to about
25,000 tons by 1962 if they can supply it. It is probable
that Johns ¥anvillest® requirements will account for most

of the increase ip production by Cape Asbestos Company over the

next few years at least, ‘ .
Kuruman Asbestos have rapidly increased their output

to a curr;mt_ figure of 11,000 tons p.a. According to

Mr. Bmsens about the same figure 1s expected next.year. Eternit

have a big holding in this Company and it is this factor

vhich is affecting our market in that direction for next year.

Their ultimate output, however, could-be limited to a figure

not much higher because they use the same transport facilities

as Central Asbestos Company and they will meet the same problems
Russian fibre is being .used' somevwhat more extensively

in Europe and although unlikely to ever completely displace

blue fibre for pipe m.aking it 4s highly regarded and could

cause the percentage of blue used to be reduced in -seme guarters
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It is expected, however, that the increasing demand
for pipes will more than effset any adverse effect which
the Russian fibre may have on the market,

EIBRE QUALITY,

The only adverse comment concerning quality of our
fibre was made by Dr. Mustacchi -of Italian Eternit. ' He said
that it was not as crude as it was. All other customers agreed
that it was a very good fibre.

At Asbestos I met a wide cross-section of Johns Manville
Staff including Mi11 Managers, Quality Officer<and other
Technicians and all commented favourably on ocur fibre,

At their Los Angeles Plant I told the Manager that we
were sometimes a little worried about the amount of grit
and fines in the fibre. His comment was that compared to
Cape fibre we need have no worries in that. direction as 1t
was consistently much cleaner than Cape fibre and that it
was .a pleasure to open -the bags and see some “real fibre,”
Apsay sheets were examined and some figures (ave?age of

several shipments) noted were:=

Rock, - 100 Mesh,
A.B.A. Fibre 2.? 22¢
Cape "S" Grade : 1.5% 31%

Norco NC300 (Mainly
Transvaal) 1.4 242

Plu; 14 Mesh figures were much better for our ﬁbré
than for Cape 8" grade.

,;tt‘yas explained to Mr. Harris the Manager, that it
was Qirricult to renove grit ;.t' they needed the fibre in a
crude condition. He agreed tﬁat they still had a lot to learn
regarding treating of the fibre but at present they would
prefer it crude rather than opened more,
YISITOR.

Mr. Hale a Technical Director of Cape Asbestos Gouzpény
will visit Australia about March next, It i1s probable that
he may ask if he cen visit Wittenoom. '




-

Humes (Far East) Limited.

ENGLAND. .
Cape Asbestos Limited,

Central Asbestos Ltd.
Turner & Newall

Atlas Stone Company,.
British Belting and Asbestos Company.

BELGIUNM,

Eternit
DIENMARK,
Dansic Btemit
" ¥.L. Smidth,

Societa Cementifero Italiana
Italian Eternit

SPAIN,

Uralita

UNITED STATES.
Johns Manville
Keasb¥ Mattigon,

AGENTS

Page.

- K RV R X

10

1

15

16

o



N . .

Bume Industries (Far East) Ltd. Singapore,

Mr. Swain, Managing Director, Hz;. K. Potter, Factory
Superintendent, and Mr. K., Cockeroft, Sales Manager were ‘
interviewed, .

The market for asbestos cement pipe is duoyant at
present and the factory is seven months behind in its deliveries.

Current usage of dblue fibre is approximately 1000 tons p.a. but

.next year it is expected that 1400 tons will be required. The
pipe plant (2 machines) is worked 12 hours per dajr. Because of
labour and supervision difficulties, Mr, Potter considers that
the 12 hour day gives bette:é overall performance than would result
from endeavouring to work three shifts.

The blue fibre used is approximately half Cape A" and

half Transvaal and a total of 40% blue is used in the mix,

Mr., Potter advised that Cape Asbestos cannot supply their full
requirements for next year and the only offer of Transvaal blue
received up to the time or. my visit carried an increased price
for next year, .

Oi:ening of the fibre is done by tv{o passes through disintegrail
Mr. Swain advised that Humes Ltd. are now agents for the

Itallan pipe machine ghich_ is being universally adopted in the
Far Bast and that during the next few years he expects that about
20 pipe machines will be installed in various Eastern countries.
Negotiations are at present proceeding regarding machines in
Ceylon, Indonesia, Bangkok, Rangoon and China, Manila and
Formosa wers mentioned as "probables" in the next two years, and
Mr. Swain anticipates that within three years Humes will be
producing asbestos cement pipes in Australias Letters concerning
some of these projects were sighted, and a party of technicians
from Indonesia were visiting Humes plant while I was there. One
of the Companies behind some of the above projects in the Bombay
Burmsh Trading Corporation vhich is a very strong financlal
concerne. ‘

As agents for the pipe machines Humes will automaifoally

o/




-2 -

be technical advisers to the various Companies for some .years,
particularly regarding fibre formulae. Because of thié, Mr. Swain
has requested that they act as our agents in the area under their
influence. He considers that the new drive will not call for

any blue fibre for about 18 months but in five years about

- 5000 tons pea. will be required and this should increase to

10,000 tons pe.as. within 7 -« 10 yeors. -

Such an arrangement as the above should be very satfsfactory
but 1t would to some extent cut across the agreement with :
Minerals Fibres Limited and some re-adjustment would be necessary.
Mr, Swain would like to hear from us regarding this proposal.

Concerning their own fibre requirements, Humes would like
a 25 ton trial shipment early next year and this has been promised,
Mr., Swain was told that 1t was probable that we would be fairly-
fully coumitted for next year. However, as that arsa is our
logical market and because of the possibility of direct shipments
from Port Sam:son or Port ﬁedlarfd we should do everything possible

to build it up.

LONDON,

Cape Asbestos Company Limited,

Mr. Giles Newton Managing Director and Mr. Riley were
intervieved. 'They are optimistic regarding the future for blue

asbestos and consider that demand during the next two or three
years at least should easily absorb all likely supplies. Estimated
total production of this fibre from all sources next year (1957)
1s 80,000 tons. ; ‘

John Manville had alrsady been advised by Cape Asbestos
that an increase in price would be effective next year but an ‘
actual figure had not been mentioned, Their first thoughts were
in the order of £2 but were prepared to go higher 111’ we raised
our price'a;. litflé; They were assured that cur price for Burope
would be increased at leastfB2., 3. 0 (to £A98) and possibly

by a further E 18/=, I *jaéimated that we would also endeavour
' e
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to increase the price to Johr Manville by £4A1 but that
nothing firm would be undertaken in this regard,

Regarding price of Cape Blue to John Manville. Mr. Newton
advised that at the end of last year John Manville "realised"
that they were paying more than European buyers and insisted ‘on

~a uniform price. Consequently the price for grade "S% was
reduced from 203 dollars plus 9 dollars for sacks to £E68

-~ plus £3 for sack (198.,8 dollars), Mr. Newton reiterated

that the higher price was arranged with John Manville in 1949
after the devaluation of sterling., He had informed me of this
during my visit to London last year. Cape Asbestos Company
invoices to John Manville were produced and were examined by me
and the change in pricevoccurred at the end of last December
about the time I left London. This accounts for the letter
from John Manvil;e to us regarding prices of Cape Asbestos
and for the fact that we gou‘lfi not reconcile the two prices
quoted by Cape Asbestos and J ohn Manville respectively. The
sterling figure of £71 (68 + 3) 1s converted into dollars at the
rate of exchange ruling on the date of the invoice,

Mr, Newton claimed that John Manville are continually
pressing them to improve their grade to “something more in line
with that provided by A.B.A. Limited," This approach, however,
is constantly met with vhen discussing sales with the variocus

. .
buyerse - . ) .

Freight rates paid on Cape Asbestos to America are 32 dollars
per long ton to the West Coast and 22 dollars to the East Coast.
Cur rateﬁto both coasts was about 293 dollars but has recently
been increased by 1234, o .

Both Gape and Central Asbestos people advise that prgmcticn
from‘the mine at Kuruman in which Messrs., Emsens and Schmidheiney
and Turner and Newall are interested awe~interested, is now
1000 tons per month, A large percentage of the fibre produced is
a little éhort‘er than grade #S% and 1t 1is beli’evedi that 1t is
. being s0ld at £B75 f£40.b I% 1s reported to-be very clean but

because of its shorter length can be no better than “gh grade
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and is probably slight;ly inferior,

Including Transvaal Blue the current rate of production
of blue fibre by Cape Asbestos Limited is about 30,000 tons
and incr2asing. The cost of their new mill at Koegus is being
written off over seven years with roﬁr years remaixiing.

Mr, Newton advised that he would be interested in making
‘an offer if our mine was for sale,

New f,0,b. prices for 1957 are grade "S" £73 + £3 for sacks
for Transvaal Blue and £71 + £3 for sacks, This is an increase
of £5 per ton. Grade A" is priced at £E85 f.o.b., + £3 for gécks.
Mr. Riley advised that little of this grade .1.3 used for Asbestos
Cement but is mainly used in plastic mouldings., Its length
is between 3" and 3%, Cape Asbestos.have an agreement witl;

John Beith Campany whereby Cape buy the entire ‘output at a

price £4 below the lowest selling price of Cape Asbestos Company
fibre, Last year they bought about 3600 tons and this year

a similar amount is expected,

Central Asbestos Company Ltd.
Mr. R. Stewart was interviewed. He advised that they

~would be increasing production from 12,000 tons to about 15,500
tons next year but. h'é felt sure that they would not be able to
satisfy their customers requirements, They are keen to' establish
a working ayrangement re.'garding prices and would be quite happy
to increase *l;héir prices foz" next year,

ixr. Stewart considers that ocur fibre is appreciably v
superior to their grade 8" and alwost in line with their grade
wpw fortwhich they now (1956) get £ES8% f.o.b. The fibre may
be as good but their A% grade i1s a very well graded fibre
of about the s;une average length as ours,. The technical officers
at Kapelle Brussels have apparently told Mr, Stewart that 100 taus
of his grade st fibre is equal to 75 tons of ou;.' fibre. This
is an exaggeration of its value but there is obviocusly a margin

in our favour, . _
Central Asbestos Limited place only about 2000 tons of
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grade "S8" on the open market. The rest of this grade is
processed in their London Works for battery boxes and

for which they get a "ver&' substantial premium®, Eternit

bought 1500 tons of "A“ grade last year from Central at £84 f.o.b
and most of this went to Kapelle, Brussels, with a little to
South America. A similar amount has been offered for 1957 at
£E85 f.o.b. which 1s equal to£E9l.l2. 6 C,I,F.

For 195? Central have raised their price of grade "S" to
£E76 r.o.b. They have none to offer Eternit.

Mr, Stewart claimed that the price of Russian Chrysotile
in some European Countries was 40f below that of Canad;lan fibre
of similar grade. In Germany we were told that prices were
' the same as Canadian, '

Because of _dirriculties agsociated with the single rail
track from Xuruman rail head to Port (800 miles) and because
of other local factors, Mr. Stewart feels that a production of
20,000 tons per year may be their maximum target.

er 8 .
Sir Walker Shepherd was in america whilst I was in

England but I spoke to him briefly in New York. Apart frow
genhauties the only point raised was the possibility of a
vigit by one or more of our technicians to his mill at Shabani
next year should we decide to build a new mill at Wittenoou,
He agreed to this in principle and had no objection to.giving
reasonable assistance, He was told that we would write him

should such a move be decided on,
4

Atlas Stone Company.
Mr, Davis, Managing Director was interviewed.Although blue

fibre is used in their sheets they are not prepared to pay the
additional p:;i.ce for our fibre while African "S¥ grade 1s availab:
This firm apparently uses scwe C & G fibres and produces high
quality products, Consumption of all fibre has increased over the
past year from sbout 2,000 tons p.a. 0 nearly 4,000 tons.




LEEDS. "’

British Belting ¢ begtos Co o

A visit was made to this firm to determine 1f there
was any possibility of grades 1 and 2.Yibre being absorbed.

The Chairman, Mr. william Fenton, Dr. C.G, Allingly
Chief Chemist, and Mr., H. Crowther Development Officer, were
. interviewed, They appear very open minded about blue fibre
and appreciate its favourable features viz, availability;
strength of fibre, acid resisting etc., but tests to date
in laminated and moulded products have failed to produce the
desired results. It is the Company's policy to explore every
pOssibility and they are prepared to follow up some of the
suggestions submitted by Mr; Franklin who has had some discussion
with several potential users of suitable asbestos mats if such
a product can be produced, It was agreed that we would make
available free of dharge'two.bags of grade 1 to cover experiments
discussed,

.To date, fibre glass has proved stronger than asbestos
ribre in most experiments but in some cases the acid resisting
fibre has advantages and this will be followed up.

Blué fibre hag‘been used by British Belting in brake
linings and tests have shown no benefit or disadvantage over
white fibre', Chrysotile is necessary for most other products
and the presenﬁe of blue fibre in the plant has in the past
proved a nuisance and 1ts use was discontinuved mainly for this
reasons

) Tt is clear that the posgibility of finding a use for any
guantity of long blue fibre is rather remote but the few ideas
which do.exist should be tested while this firm is prepared to do
so and it was agreed to make some fibre available while the

opportunity exists..
0/.




BRUSSELG.
A preliminary discussion was had with Mr, Emsens bdbut

he made it clear that he was not then in'a position to make
any decisions regarding fibre for 1957. He advised, however,
that thelr factory in Switzerland would not require any because
of overstocking and the same may apply to one or two other
factories.

Mr. Emsens was to]:d that there would be an increase in
price but as expected he protested strongly against this., He
said that Niederurnen factory had complained about grit in the
fibre but that other factories had had no similar trouble,

Mr. Emsens agreed that our fibre was better than African grade
ush but said that he would be interested in paying extra for
a grac{e similar to African grade “AY,

It was arranged that I meet Mr. Emsens in New York about

£3rd October when the matter would be discuésed further,

At this meeting Mr. Emsenhs emphasised that 1t was against

his principles to pay more for fibre if he could get it cheaper
elsewhere. He 'saidCthat the Italian people had to make up

their own mind and he expected some decision from them

late Novembgr or garly December. Mr, Bmsens or the Italian people
would not know of the general price rise until early November

sO Mr, Emsens was told that we would reserve 2,000 tons for him

" but we would like a decision at the earlieste

furing discussions he produced figures showing that he
considered our fibre to be about 104 better in quality and with
price and freights considered he agreed that it was 1% - 2% bette:

than African grade 8%, TUnder the new prices our fidbre,will be
at least 3¢ better than grade "S"@g:i price of £E78. 8. 0.)
Mr. Emsens said that Eternit organisation would use about

two hundred thousand tons of fibre next year and he considered

that the use of blue fibre would increase becausesw
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(a) Increased pipe production.
(b) Greater percentage of blue fibre will be used provided,
of course, that price is right,.
He said that even if his plants, other than Italy, use
no blue fibre from us next year the}; would in all propability
‘require considerable quantities in 1958,

411 Eternit factories use a corrugating machine which
is their own patent and appear to be very satisfactory. When
the flat‘sheet is formed 1% is picked up by suction in the
usual way except that the suction 1s applied through slots (one
slot for each corrugation) running the full length of the
sheet, Before depositing onf.o the corrugated forms the width
of the sheet is reduced by mechanically contracting the suction
points towards the centre thus foming the sheet into its
corrugated shape, It is then lowered onto the forms and
stacked in the usual waa}. ‘

I asked Mr., Emsens if he would agree to Asbestos Products
Limited, using the machine should they wish to, He sald that
he was offering it to Hardies bécause of their long and friendly
association but 1£é{ardies refused then it would be open to us.

Mr. Eusens repeated his offer to buy an inte?est in ocur
mine if such an opportunity existed.

.
COPENHAGEN,

F.L, Smidth, Dansk Eternit Fabrik A/S, and Tunnel Cement
Ltd. Mr. Diemer, Mr, Morsing Larsen and Mr., Slayter representing
the above firms respectively were interviewed in Copehhagen,
All three appear to have changed their opinions since last year
regarding our fibre and they are nhow keen to try-it, They
claim that the price is too high compared to that for AAi‘rican ugw
grade but it was impresged on them that our fibre would give
a higher yield. Mr, Morsing Larsdn has asked for a three ton

trial shipment,
Dansk Eternit at present use 11000 -~ 12000 tons of fibre
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per. annum, The pressdre pipe b}xsiness is temporarily slack
because of reduced government spending. They have very little
export business,

In opening fibres of all grades no disinteg'rators
are used, The fibre is treated in edge runnér or collar-gang
type of mill in a wet state. Water content while willing is
_appro:.ci.mat.ely 20%., Mr. Larsen claimed between 10% and 204
improvement depending on type of fibre by‘thig method of
treatment, The main benefit.: was apparently in the ultimate
yield of fibre, This systeui of opening fibre is being adopted
by all companies associated with F,L, Smidth.

Siam Cement Company works very closely with F.L. Smidth
and Dansk Eternit, and the latter Company carried out all the
laboratory work in connection with the tests recently made
on our blue fibre supplied to Siam Cement Company some montiis
ago.. The tests apparently gave satisfactory iesults.

BERLIN,
Eternit A/G,

In Dr, Buthman's absence Mr. Blank and Mr., Wilke were
1nterviewed.‘ 'l‘h:l.soCompany controls five factories, two of
which make pipes. The iserlin factory has three sheet machines
and cae Calzoni Pipe machine installed in 195k, Further
extensions are pla.nne& and preliminary work is now in progress.
The plant, particﬁlarly the pipe section appears very efficient
and machining and other associated equipment is the latest
and mOst efficlent pattern, Monthly usage of fibre is 1200 tons
Our f{ibre supplied the Heidleburg plant which was scheduled to
start up in February last but did not commence operations until
last month, Because of this none of our r:.br,e’will be required
next year but thé_y should be in the market again in 1958,
Mr. Blank said that all tests made on our fibre were favourable.
Russianh fibre is c¢bviously affecting 'the use of blue fibre
to some extent. Mr. Blank clainis it to be a good dry fibre bu;;

7




grade 4 appeared to be the best available, The only complaint
related to the amount of iron, wood and other foreign matter
in the fibre. Prices are apparently in line with Canadian
Chrysotile at least fo’r the German. factories.

The Company has recently doubled its capital and Jochn
Manville now have a shareholding,

CASALE MONFERRATO - ITALY.
Soclets Cementifero Itallana,

Mr. Cavagnola, Mr. Massole and Mr, Rege (interpretor)
were interviewed. A request for 600 tons was made but we agreed
to 300 tons at £ESC per short ton. Later, in view of Eternits
objection to the increase in price and the fact that two of their
factories would not require any fibre from us next year anyhow,
the amount to Cementifert¢ was increased to 600 tons with the
price reduced to £E79, %. O (£A99) after the first 50 tons..
The first shipment is in the form of a trial shipment and if it is
romd‘satisractory the remainder will be accepted without General
Superintendence‘Certifieate. They are anxious to have early
shipment (December) oor the first 50 tons and if available would
like incregsed tonnages as from April when a new machine is
expected to come into operation. It is possible that 1000/1200
tons p.a. will be required. o

This firm 1s independent of Eternit and seem satisfactory
people with whom to do business, They have no conhection with
any blue asbestos mine and axeentirely dependent on the open

market ‘i'or supplies, Bank and other reports are all favourable.
After ‘the conversation with Mr. Emsens in New York when

I reduced their option gquantity to 2000 tons it was agreed to

15!: Cementifero have the full 1100 tons which they requested.

Italian Fternit, .
Dr. Mustacchi was interviewed in Genoca. He 1s an arrogant
typs of person and v'elaims' profound knowlsdge concerning the use

ala
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of blue fidbre and sole responsibility for the introduction
of blue fibre into fhe pipe making business.

The faulfs he finds with us and our fibre are as follows:-

l, The fibre is over fibreised as compared to
earlier shimments ~ He would like it more crude.

2. He claims that we could have treated him better
concerning extra freight rates incurred by him
because of poor shipping from Frémantle to Naples.
He claims that extra charges amounting to £2500
ware incurred this year.

3. Wire in fibre - This dates back about a year and
he would not admit recent trouble.

Dr. Mustacchl was advised that there would be an increase
in price to £E79., 4. 0 f,0.b. As I was not sure at that stage
Just how much Cape and Central were increasing their price
and because of Mr. Brown's téelings regarding the price to be
charged for shipments to John Manville, I reduced the price
to Eternit to £878. 8, O f.0.b. Dr, Mustacchi, however,
sald that he was sti1ll not interested and he was told that
under no eircumstaftes would we sell at a lower figure and that
it would be left with him for awhile.

During discussion, Dr, Mustacchi produced his laboratory
test sheet which showed the relative values of fibres, African
. g4 grade was rated at 70, our fibre at'75 and I:modasian C&G. 3
at 100, It was pointed ocut to Dr., Mustacchi that on that basis
he velued our fibre at move than £A110 f,0.b. as C & G 3 fibre
is in excess of £E130 C,I.F, ' _

After discussions with Mr. Emeens in New York it was agreed
to give Italian Eternit en option on 2,000 tons ‘with a decision

to be made before the end of November.

URALITA,, - SPAIN, i
This firm asked for 850 tons at the price quoted
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viz, £E79. 4. 0 f,0.,b. and pressed for an early decision.
It was finally sgreed to let them have 500 tons as they had
advised that they were prepared to establish a letter of
credit covering this amount if £ would mean direct shipment
to Barcelona, They were told that a decigsion would be made

regarding the other 350 tons towards the end of November,

UNITED STATES.
Q ohng Mg}v;llg.

Messrs, Fisher, Colton, Reynolds and Miller were
interviewed. The supply position was discussed at some
Jength and Mr, Coltons views regarding world supply and
consumption following on his recent trip through Europe,
coincided with my own findings. They were advised that we
would make 8,000 tons available during 1957 at the same
price as 1956 although we believed the price should be higher,
My impressions were that Mr, Fisher expected an increase and
suggested that we were wise to establish our market before
increasing the price.

I pointed ocuy that we needed some form of agreement
regafding further supplies to justify further expenditure at
the mine and to use as a lever in discussions with the Australiar
Govemmeuti Mr. Fisher was prepared to give me such an
agreement immediately but said that he could quote more accurate
figures if left until mid November after he had completed
discug.sions with Mr. Newton of Cape Asbestos, I agreed that it
would be better left until then if it would be more accurate
and more definite, The letter can be expected late November or
early December at latest. Mr. Fisher stressed, howover, that we
can teke as definite his requirements as beingi= .

1957 8,000 tons
1958 10,000 - 12,000 tons,
1959 - © 12,000 ~ 15,000 tons,

./.
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The visit of Messrs., Kelly & Telfer, Minister for Mines
& Undersecretary for Mines in W.A. respectively, was apparently
well received by Mr. Fisher and they went to some pains to
stress the importance of reduced costs in connection with .
transport of our fibre. 4 good deal of time was spent by
Johns. .Man;rilleis' staff showing Messrs. Kelly and Telfer
several .mining properties.
Arrangements have been made for Johns Manville
to let us have thelr quarterly requirements at least one
quarter in advance so that we can take full advantage bf
available shipping and they were also asked to order 3500 tons
during the first 6 months and 4500 during the second half year.
On 25th October I made a visit to the Johns Manville
plant and wine at Asbestos, There was a Johns Manville
Sales Conference being held at the time and Senior Officers
rrom' all plants and New York office were present. A number
of Technical, Quality and Sales OGfficers were interviewed and
without exception all spoke highly of ocur fibre. No complaint
of any kind was made by anyone.
An inspection was made of the new will and although
it is probably about as efficient as a mill can be only a few
features are applicable to our case, It does, however,
demonstrate that a pe;‘ifectly dust free mill can be built and
maintenance could be reduced to a reasonable figure even on
our very abrasive rock, Features which would be applicable to
a mill at Wittenrom ares=
% 1, Dust collection s by means of 17 banks of socks house
in the top floor of the building, Each bank of socks
has its own fan with 350 H,P, motor capable of '
handling 125000 cu.ft. of air, The fans are situated
down the middle of the floor with the bank of socks
~ each side. Consequently, the whole floor is under
partial vacuum, The clean air being drawn through

"* the socks is blown back into the building during the
o/
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winter to utilise the heat, and ih summer it is
blown to waste, 4 central duct extends through

the Yentire height of the building and branches

are taken to cyclone and dust points as requirad.

A suction of about 10" water-gauge is maintained by
the fans. Each bank of socks 4is situated above a
bin which has & screw in the bottom for remdving the
dust and fibre and which is drawn off and treated
over screens as required, The socks are automatically
shaken about evéry 15 minutes. An approximate cost
of dust installations of reagonable size is 1 dollar
per cu.ft. of air capacity. The Johns Manville Dust
installation cost about 2,000,000 dollars,

sereens. ,

The Johns Manville type of screen should be suitable
for cur purpose and we have a full set of working
drawings.

Feeders apd ALr Lockse

These are fitted to all cyclones and shc;uld I;e more
suitable than the discharge sock currently in use at
Wittenoom, The main advantage 1s that a more regular
dJ:scharge would be obtained thus providing more even
load on screens and in tronmels, Plans have been

secured,

. Baver Grit Separator.

This device 13 used extensively in the Johns Manville
plant and appears to assist quite appreciably in
cleaning the fibre, It 1is generally agreed, however,
that because of the crudeness of cur fibre it would be
less effective and the discharge would ‘certainly have
to be 10;1 back in the circuit as it would contain quite
a 1ot of crude lumps of fibre,

The dust collection principle, cyclone discharge feeders




Ram pushi:
compresse. -
plug into
bags.

Discharge
Side of
Baggers

Side View
of

Screens




S

pw—

Bauer

Separat

Alr Loci
on

Cyclone:

Bauer

Separatc




-1 -

and screws are similar in both the Johns Manville Piant
in Cenada and the Shabani Plant in Africa,

- :Beocause it is more or less on one floor and much
smaller it is considered that the Shahani Plant would
provide more practical information for us than the
Johns Manville Plant.

The mine at Asbestos was inhspected and although an
excellent system of mining for that type of ore body it has,
of course, no application at Wittenoom. Each block contains
approximastely one million tons of ore and the extensive
development necessary below each block costs about 2/3 per ton,
The 535353% c;sts, other than development, would be a similar
figure, Ore ocutput now is sbout 12,000 - 14,000 tons per day
and fibre output i{s about 2,000 tons per day.

mg plant at Los Angelés was inspected. Pipes and
1ns§lating materials afe the main products. There gre four
pipe machines. One machine is full time on conduit which uses
littlg blue fibre and one other machine is part time on this
product, In all, about 20,000 tons of fibre is used p.a.
and increasing.

The pipes are suyjeet to much more severe texts that
applies to most other parts of the world., They undergo a
severe bentling stress test and are water tested to 520 1b,per
sg.inch compared to 350 1lbs in Germany and 250 in Japan,

411 fibre 1s treated the same way éiz. one pass through
a Torrey Cyclone fype of mill, I feel that this could be improwve
on by"nsing an edge runney ty:pe of mill, The plant Manager
certainly seemed scmewhat hazy on what may be the best method
and the only other method tried, to the best of his knowledge,
was two passes through the mill but. this proved detriﬁental.
He was quite happy with our product as compared with other fibres

KEASBY MATTISON,
In the absence of the President Mr, Lesher the Director
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of Purchases was contacted, They have their supplies for
next year but as they are expanding somewhat it is possible
that they could be interested in supplies later, Mr. Lesher
would like samples of our current production_f er further
reference.

Keasby Mattison curréutly use blue fibre at the rate
of about 3,000 tons p.a.

AGENTS.

inerals Fibre o
Mr. Franklin continues to be active and concientiocus
and little fault can be found with him as an agent. He has
requested that some amendments be made to his agreement and
he was told to put his suggestions in writing and these would

be considered.

Carters (Merchant .

_ Mr, Bradley is the only one in the business who is
conversant with the asbestos busiiness but he was away in Africa.
He returned a day before I left London and a few matters were
covered by telephoge, Thelr efforts during the year are
disappointing and it is strongly recommended that they be given
no more territory, at least at presénf.

It s‘eefn_s probable that a sale will be made in their
territory in Germany but trials are still beirig mades




