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- Gpv:emment‘ agencies renewed ‘warnings
about "exposure’ to' asbestos, -&; mmonly
‘used¥nifieral that’ scléntiits say can cause
serious- and disabling lung disease; including
tatal lunig cancer. ..~ d 17 PO o
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<. The Natlonal Institute
Safety and Health, s research arm ‘of -the
* Department’ of Health, ‘Education and Wel-
ta:re, sald in a letter to health experts that
- ghrage _personriel.” who' change.,- ox:1grind
‘biske Jinings are..being exposed. tq poten-
» tially ‘hazardous:levels of airborne, asbestos..
Thé';_lgtter"-‘%tteir‘f_!{y;’:.]’ : i
director.- 6t ‘NIOSH'S office’of: occupationat
nealthy suryélilance?;saidi that ;althodgh &
Zof these “workers hadn't
ot‘asbestos’ dust-are high
io cause damage and that four can-.
associated with,such’ work had
be ity e
™ £ Angther ‘arm of HEW, meanwhile, sald it
" fouhd “‘alarming’” a:study.that showed var-
U3 Hpac rApounds ised for home ver
airs‘contain concentritions ‘of asbeéxtos it
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‘Commenting'" on ‘the report, . 'David 'P.
‘Rall,“directdr of the- National institute’ of
Environmental; | Health ;. Sciences, - said.:
- “These. findings’ suggest the’ poisibility of
signu‘i“;can_t_:};omod_um during: home construc-
tion &R rapakr.’ 1 e it o 7
. Ji%Aqditional work by the (Mount Sinal)
. sclentists suggests that members of the eo-
tire household or other .occupants! . may
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. also inhale asbestos ' fibers,” - Mr, Rall
added” - . e b
-4'These res its“are slarming, when’ con-

Spackling Mixtures
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ficient-to cause disease. The study: by scien-|. urged

| braké tinings for automoblles was also dan-

T e v teaas
sidered in- relation to ofher evidence:being
accimulated by the' Mount Sinai-group that
‘ndicates that far less than the intense.expo-
supe of ‘the: work: environment is capable of
producing | asbestos-related.. Gisease,”” he
Sl .t gt o s " S R Y e
b e.EnvironmentaI Sciences Laboratory
of-Mount Sinai, which under the direction of
Dr..Trving J. Selikoft has been the leader in
rescarch an’ the' dangers  of asbestos, re-
L ported in" Scjence:, that: it- had.analyzed 15
"samples ‘of spackling, ‘patchirig and’jointing

compounds purchased in New York City and
: Faimdts that $tive ' ¢ontained _spprecigble
amounits of asbestos :*Use,of these materials
it home repalr work *(for- example, mixing,
sanding; axid ‘ledhup). may expose, the “uger.
'gaqd'.'omgt;.mgprdrs Lot the
significant; concentrations of as
88id, "y orey Azt ol
”Wmsivl't"d,"-‘l AR A s o
* 3. The. scientists said, that, even ore Am-
portant, .none, of the ~'spackling -compotmads
contained warning labels or, ind{cations thiat
it: contained:;
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kgimrdous -materials. _ They
;. sch labels: be; required, with-in-
structions foy safer usage. " . e
- 2The Mounk Sinal sclentists' were glsc fe-

Gnalble, in part; f0% the NIOSH warnings
about brake-drum linings..The NIOSH;letter
| noted that the Mount ‘Sinai investigators-had
‘defermined that ‘.work_ers'engage'd “in_ the'|:
malntenance and repair;ot automobile and
triick brake’linings ‘‘are exposed-to poten- |’
tially hazardous leveld of airborne asbestos
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I One-of, the scientists'gaid in an intezview.|.
that partictldrly large § ounts of danger-

ous asbestos: dust.were “crested in mainte- |
nance shops where the Jarge: asbestos -lin-
ings of trucks and buses were ground to it |1
the brake drum or.were resurfaced after
use. He said that the changing of asbestos

gerous because mechanics usually use an

P L
RN l
!

N

g

air hose o blow out the loose dust after re-
‘moving the”dld linlng. : iz L
7" NIOSH estimated that as many as 900,000
workers are.exposed to asbestos in the man-
utacturing and ‘servicing of brake" linings
and- clutches,. most of whom are auto, me-,
chanlcs. The sgency Tecommended, as an
interim procedure, that repair shops.desig-
nate a segregated area for all brake and
clutzh repairs and that signs be posted in
those areas pointing out the dangers of as-
pestos dust. It also ‘gaid . that repairmen
should wear respirators when doing such
work, and that strong yacuum cleaners be
used to remove asbestos dust from brake
drums betore working on them.
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