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January 29, 1945

Mr . J . H . S c h a e f e r ,
E t h y l  C o r p o r a t io n ,
C h r y s le r  B u i l d i n g ,
Lew Y o rk  C i t y  1 7 .

B e a r  J o h n :

I  am r e t u r n i n g  to  yo u  h e r e w ith  y o u r  f i l e  o f  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  
w it h  F e l i x  V orm ser o f  L ead I n d u s t r i e s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t o g e t h e r  
w ith  v a r io u s  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  w h ich  h e s u p p lie d  t o  y o u . I  am 
n o t  s u r e  t h a t  yo u  w an ted  a l l  o f  t h i s  b a c k ,  b u t  s i n c e  I  had 
I t  a l l  p in n ed  t o g e t h e r ,  I  am r e t u r n i n g  i t .  I f  yo u  do n o t  
w ant t o  k ee p  th e  l e t t e r  to  members and th e  p r e l im in a r y  r e p o r t  
on th e  "T im e" a r t i c l e ,  I  sh o u ld  be g la d  t o  h a v e  them in  my 
f i l e ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  n o t  o f  v e r y  much c o n s e q u e n c e , s i n c e  I  h ave 
d is c u s s e d  t h i s  w h o le  s u b je c t  w it h  Mr*. V o rm se r .

As y o u  know from  o u r  l i t t l e  t a l k  a b o u t t h i s  p r e v i o u s l y  I  am 
in  c o m p le te  sym pathy w ith  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  June 2 7 .  In  a d d it io n  
I  c a n n o t f a i l  to  b e  somewhat c r i t i c a l  o f  th e  comments o f  M r. 
W orm ser on v a r io u s  p h a s e s  o f  th e  s u b j e c t  o f  le a d  p o is o n in g  
in  c h i l d r e n .  W h a te v er h e  may w is h  to  t h in k  a b o u t t h i s  m a t t e r ,  
le a d  p o is o n in g  in  c h i ld r e n  i s  a l l  to o  f r e q u e n t . When i t  
o c c u r s ,  i t  i s  u s u a l l y  a  v e r y  s e r io u s  d i s e a s e ,  and f o r  t h i s  
r e a s o n  th e  w a rn in g s  g iv e n  t o  th e  p u b l i c  th ro u g h  v a r io u s  a v e n u e s  
a r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  u s e f u l ,  and t h e r e f o r e  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  u n d u ly  
c r i t i c i z e d ,  e v e n  i f  t h e y  do c o n t a in  30me m is in fo r m a t io n .  M r. 
Woxmser t a k a s  th e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  s i n c e  r e l i a b l e  m a n u fa c tu r e r s  
do n o t  s u p p ly  p l a y  p en s and th e  l i k e  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  p a in t e d  
w ith  le a d  p a i n t ,  t h a t  a l l  t h i s  i s  a  tem p e st in  a  t e a  p o t .  In  
t h i s ,  h e i s  m is t a k e n , f o r  I  can  show him  th e  r e c o r d s  o f  a  
num ber o f  c a s e s  t h a t  a r e  f u l l y  a u t h e n t ic a t e d  e v e n  to  h i s  
s a t i s f a c t i o n .  Som e, b u t n o t  a l l  o f  t h e s e  h a v e  b e e n  th e  r e s u l t  
o f  e a t i n g  p a i n t .

/

He i s  a l s o  much to o  much c o n v in c e d  t h a t  he h a s  p ro v e d  th e  c a s e  
a g a i n s t  th e  X -R ay d i a g n o s i s  in  c h i l d r e n .  He h a s  fo u n d  some 
bad exam p les  o f  m e d ic a l t h in k in g  and o f  m e d ic a l  p u b l i c a t i o n s  
on t h i s  s u b j e c t .  T h e re  seem s l i t t l e  d o u b t t h a t  le a d  i n  and o f  
i t s e l f  in  th e  b o n es w i l l  n o t  p ro d u c e  a  sh ad ow . On th e  o t h e r  
h a n d , a shadow 13 p ro d u ce d  in  s e v e r a l  abn orm al s t a t e s  in  th e  
g ro w th  o f  th e  b o n es  in  c h i l d r e n ,  and th e  e v id e n c e  i s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  
3 t r o n g ly  s u g g e s t i v e  t h a t  th e  a b s o r p t io n  o f  le a d  b r i n g s  a b o u t 
c e r t a i n  m e t a b o lic  ch a n g e s  in  th e  b o n es  o f  c h i ld r e n  t h a t  p ro d u ce  
a  l i n e  o r  shadow  t h a t  i s  d e m o n s tra b le  b y  X -R a y . W h eth er t h i s  
i s  a c t u a l l y  th e  r e s u l t  o f  le a d  i n  th e  t i s s u e s  o r  w h e th e r  i t  i s  
ch a n g e  i n d i r e c t l y  due t o  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  le a d  i n  th e  t i s s u e s ,  i s  
a  m a t t e r  o f  no c o n s e q u e n c e . A d d i t i o n a l  e x p e r im e n ta l  w ork  w i l l



h a v e  t o  h e  done to  p ro v e  o r  d is p r o v e  th e  p o s i t i o n  n o v  ta k e n  b y  
a number o f  p h y s ic ia n s  and r a d i o l o g i s t s .  H o w ev er, t h e r e  i s  no 
r e a s o n  i n  g e t t i n g  e x i t e d  a b o u t t h i s  and a t t a c k i n g  th e  d o c t o r s  
f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  le a d  i n d u s t r y .  I  am q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  a 
number o f  m is ta k e n  d ia g n o s e s  h a v e  b e en  m ade. I  am a l s o  q u i t e  
s u r e  t h a t  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  th e  a b s o r p t io n  o f  le a d  a r e  g iv e n  undue 
w e ig h t  i n  th e  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  a  r a t h e r  l a r g e  number o f  m in o r  
and m ajor i l l n e s s e s .  However, i t  w i l l  n o t  b e  p o s s i b l e  f o r  any 
s p e c i a l  p le a d e r  t o  o f f s e t  th e  p re su m a b le  d is a d v a n t a g e s  o f  t h e s e  
v ie w p o in t s .  T h is  can  o n ly  b e  done b y  la b o r io u s  and w e l l  p la n n e d  
e x p e r im e n ta l  w o r k . A c t u a l l y  we a r e  p la n n in g  some w ork a lo n g  
t h i s  l i n e  in  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w it h  3ome o f  o u r c o l le a g u e s  in  th e  
C h i l d r e n 's  H o s p i t a l  h e r e .  I t  w ould  be q u i t e  im p o s s ib le  f o r  us 
to  do a n y th in g  s i g n i f i c a n t  u n t i l  th e  war and i t s  s p e c i a l  p r e s s u r e  
h a v e  come to  an  e n d .

th e
As to  th e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h i s  s u b j e c t  w ith ir / B o a r d  o f  th e  L ead  
I n d u s t r i e s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  I  a g a in  r e a f f i r m  my w i l l i n g n e s s  to  b e  
o f  an y a s s i s t a n c e  t h a t  I  can  i f  th e  o p p o r t u n it y  a f f o r d s  i t s e l f .
I  c h in k , h o w e v e r , I  sh o u ld  w arn yo u  and th e  B oard  t h a t  i t  w ould 
b e  a  m is ta k e  f o r  M r. V orm ser to  p u b l i s h  m a t e r i a l  and in fo r m a t io n  
o f  th e  ty p e  t h a t  i s  o u t l in e d  in  h i s  p r e l im in a r y  r e p o r t .  I t  I s  
p o s s i b l e  to  p i c k  num erous f la w s  b o th  In  h i s  f a c t s  and i n  h i s  
r e a s o n in g .  He i s  n o t  aw are o f  i t ,  b u t  h e  d o es n o t  know enough 
a b o u t th e  b a s i c  in fo r m a t io n  on t h i s  s u b j e c t  t o  d i s c u s s  I t  c r i t i ­
c a l l y  and a d e q u a t e ly .  I  s a y  t h i s  w ith o u t  b e in g  u n d u ly  c r i t i c a l ,  
f o r  I  l i k e  h im , and h e i s  a  p r e t t y  com p eten t f e l l o w .  H o w ev er, 
t h e r e  i s  much m ore i n  t h i s  m a tte r  th a n  h e h a s  a n y  k n o w led g e  o f .  
F o r  e x a m p le , h e  te n d s  to  r e f e r  c r i t i c a l l y  to  th e  o b s e r v a t io n s  
made by th e  men i n  th e  H e a lth  D ep artm en t o f  th e  C i t y  o f  B a lt im o r e .  
I  h ap pen  t o  know t h e s e  men and t h e i r  m ethods o f  w o r k in g . The 
m ethods a r e  good and th e  r e s u l t s  o b ta in e d  h a v e  b e e n  so u n d . They 
h a v e  d e m o n s tra te d  c l e a r l y  t h a t  a  r a t h e r  s u r p r i s i n g  number o f  
y o u n g s te r s  i n  th e  c i t y  o f  B a lt im o r e  h a v e  had s i g n i f i c a n t  and 
d a n g e ro u s  e x p o s u r e  to  le a d  i n  t h e i r  e n v iro n m e n t. U n fo r t u n a t e ly  
f o r  W o rm se r's  t h e s i s ,  co m p arab le  r e s u l t s  h a v e  b e e n  o b ta in e d  i n  
a lm o s t  e v e r y  o t h e r  a r e a  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  w h ere t h e r e  h a v e  
b e e n  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  e n a b le  a c c u r a t e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h i s  ty p e  
to  b e  m ad e.

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

Mr. J . H. Schaefer -  (2) -  January 29 , 1945

R o b e r t! 'A . K e h o e , M. D .

KAK e f  
E n c .



E T H Y L  C O R P O R A T I O N

M A N  U F A C  T U R I N G  A N D  T R A F F I C  D E P A R T M E N T
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P L E A S E  A D D R E S S  R E P L Y  T O  

C H R Y S L E R  S U IL D IN G  

4 0 S L E X I H 0 T 0 N A V E . , N E W  Y O R K  17, N Y.

December 21,

Dr. R. A. Kehoe 
College o f Medicine 
U n iversity  o f C incinnati 
Eden & Betheeda Avenues 
C incinnati, Ohio

Dear Dr. Kehoe:

In the e a r ly  part o f th is  year I  mentioned to  you a 
discussion that had. taken place in  the Lead Industries 
A ssociation  concerning lead poisoning p u b lic ity . This vas 
mainly in  reference to  a con fid en tia l memorandum dated June 
l 6, 19Mf th a t I  had received  from Mr. Wonnser, Secretary o f 
the A ssociatio n . . I  re p lie d  to  h is  memorandum under date o f 
June 27, 1 9 ^  and sent you a copy o f  my re p ly .

Meanwhile, I  am now in rece ip t o f a fu rth er inquiry on 
th is  subject dated December 8, 194U.

Enclosed herewith is  my complete f i l e  on t h is  su bject, 
fo r  your ready reference and convenience.

Since, as you probably know, I  am on the Board o f 
D irectors o f Lead In dustries A ssociation , I  f e e l  i t  i s  a 
matter on which I  must take some re s p o n s ib ility  to  make sure 
th at the A ssociation  is  doing the proper thing and, accord­
in g ly , would appreciate any advice and fu rth er comments 
th at you would care to  give me.

Please return  the attached f i l e  when i t  has served your 
purpose.

Very t r u ly  yours,

3-2



E T H Y L  C O R P O R A T I O N

Ma n u f a c t u r i n g  a n d  T r a f f i c  D e p a r t m e n t

Dr. R. A . Kiehoe 
College o f Medicine 
U n iversity  o f C incinnati 
Eden & Bethesda ATenues 
C in cin n ati, Ohio

Dear Dr. Kehoe:

Regarding our recent exchange o f correspondence
concerning the lead  s itu a tio n  and Mr. Wormser's view s, I  spoke 
to  him today and he is  most anxious to  get together with you 
and me.

We might, th erefore, plan to  discuss th is  subject
on your next t r ip  to  New York and i f  you w i l l  l e t  me know 
when th is  is  to  be, perhaps we can arrange a luncheon d ate.

PLEA SE  A DD R ESS  REPLY TO 

CH RYSLER  BUILDING 

4 0 6  LEXINGTON AVE.,NEW YORK 17, N Y.

February 16, 19^5

Very tr u ly  yours,
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