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g zss5estos a major air
satlutant?

Oust caunts taken in New Yotk

City and other urhan aress
show that astesios levels in the
community 3:f ate many times
wwer than Jevels considered 10 be
safe for oczupational exposure. in
axdition, recent evidence indicates
that small quantitres of asbestos
fiber ‘rom natural sources may
have existed in the ambient air far
perhaps thousands or even millions
of years. Man thus probably evelved
into his preseat form in zn atmeo-
sphere conlaining some asesies.

D3 brake finings emit much s
destas inte the aif?

A United States Pubic Heaith

Service study shows that oniy 3
tiny fraztign of the ashestes in
Drawe rings s reieases to the ar
IS oGginal {orm when Seakes
are apphed The rest s zonverted
intc fosiente —a ni- hibroys inert
materia—yy the heat of freton,

Ooes the use 5f asdesias 2anss
disease i the genara sl

Thers 15 no evidence. soientiic

or giharwise, Lhal 3aycne n
the general audhic has ever zon-
tescled any disease from exposure
to the minyte amounts of asbes.
tos released into communty &in
through the use, application, o¢
wearing and weathering of fin-
ished asbestos products.

Can 3 iitlle bat of ashestos kil
you? -

Long-term medical studies of

occupationaliy exposed workers
show that low to maderate levels
of erposure to ashestos do not
fead to 2n increased rate of dis-
tase. In these siudies, 3 hgher
than acemal incecence ¢f disease
was found anly amang eTpicress
e1;sed 10 mgh concentialions of
dust for long penods of lime.

Orce asbestas enlery the fung
goes alt ¢t il temain thers lor
erer’
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Ofc whit erien? o as3esta; ar

sccudatiznad heantn astad’

3ect3use ! the iong iatent

aer0 3 astetor rerated Ui
ease sore Ziteg are shil Jdeve.
Qfing ameng lang et empicy2es
WhCSe 2L73Sur2 Degin 3t a2 time
whet Littie was adxagwn of the
amount of asheclas 3 tuman being
could tciarate and when he Just
cortrel eguipmen? 10 yse was net
35 efhcent or s sopnisticated s
it is tod3y. With present medical
kncwisdze and 16J3y's improved
dual sanitoi measyrss, howsayer,
there 15 every reasen 16 behieve
thit these cases will decrease in
the future and ashastos-celated
disease wiil cease to be 3 major
octugational probiem.

Can ashestos De used sately in
the warkalace?

A Asbestas hder can be kandie?
and used oa lhe job with com-
plele salety salong s certainbasic
precautionary measures are fol-
lowed. These include carefui han-
dling of fiber bags to presenl teas-
ng 2ad spithag. the use of dust
conlrol exRust noods 2t ail stages
of in 2t hyndhing whete gust S
unavaidaby cieales. the weanng
of respuatsey aratective equip
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A The 35585135 105y 3art og
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some L othe first sluzoes 3t oac
hestosre pled dispage 2ver ries
t3ven 1n the Unsted Slates "here
studies provided anformatiee Ryt
bazame Ine basis tor dust a8t
programs o the ndusicy whigh
have been improved and erpard=s
ove: the years. Tens of mitlians of
doilars in soghisticates gad et
cient equipment 2nd teihriques
have been devoted o praventing

the inkalation of asbesios dus! by

warkers in the mimag ind rulkr
of asbestos and in the manufaciure
of 33bestos-containing products.

Theough the tnstitute of Jceupa-
ticnal and Envirgnmental Hesitain
Montreal, the Industrial Health
Foundation in Pifishurgh, and se
lectzd hospitals and umiversities,
the mduslry is $ponsanng or co-
operating in major enidemiglogical
and other research piojests Je-
signad to identify and eliminate as-
besios relaled health risas within
the ndusiry, and aiso ot fabrica
lors and applicators ¢! fimshed
asaesiosContaimng prodycts

For Fyrthet Information Contact
ASBESTOS IRFORMATION ASSOCIATION/NORTH AMERICA
22 East 421N Street. New York, New York 1206
{212 6618206
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