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Enclosed ia an article given to us by a local doctor. If you haven't
seen it, I thought you might &e interested.
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A fatal cancer of the
chest and abdominal cavi-
ties iz cropping up among
the nation’s asbestos wark-

ers. :
So rare that 20 years ago it

|waan't ever in the medical

texthooks the cancer is
called mesothelioma, and
seems almest peculiar to
people exposed tn asbestos.
Those stricken with the
deadly disense include a
nurse whose father wotked in
an asbestos plant and a man

h who handled asbestos for no:
_|more than a month while hei

insulated the plumbing in his
own house. ]
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Mesothelioma was “irst
spotlighted in 1960. when a
South African doctor found 32
cases among the pecple liv-
ing and working in the Cape
of Geod Hope asbestos flelds.
Alerted to the problem, this
same doctor turned up 57
more cases in the next
years. .

DOCTORS

Nobody unows how many
Americans have had mesoth-
elloma. Even todazy doctors
have trouble spotting it —

alive or pin & down at an au-

topsy. .

- In three separate studies in
the last three years, doctors
in three states have turned.
up 71 cases. Oddly, 21 of

1o real exposure to asbestos.
The other 60 could all be
traced to -ashestor contact,

with it, lived with penple who
did or Hved in neigiborhoods
whore the air was heavily
laden with asbestos dust.

! The “fi¥st American “study
Was one run in 196¢ by Dr.;
trving J. Selikoff of New
York's Mount Sinai Hospital,
who began the study ¢o sea if
cancer in any way affected
the lives of the asbestos insu- |-

York metropolitan area.
Tracing the lives of 832
members of the Asbastos
Workers Unlon who were on
the unjon rolls before Jan, 1,
1943, Dr, Sefikoff found that

. SURPRISE
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disagreement. . |denerally considered to he
. 1 extramely rare.” |
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“The ‘Freach) examiile ja follew-on study of 307 con-
unfortungtely may prdvelsecutive deaths among as-]
contagious.” he said. "This, bestos insulation workers
is why we fear that !the throughout the whole north-|
progress of the Commaumity 'east. Again, to his surprise,
will remain hobbled as long|he turned up 10 deaths due to
as the problem (0f new mem- | mesothetioma.
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southeastern part of the State
they sent- a queptionnaire,
asking the hospitals to report
all mesotheliomas diagnosed
between 1956 and 1963.

Back came 42 documented
cases of the'diseace, only 11
of which could nat be traced
to asbestos exposure.

Tet vielims of the disease
turned out to be men who
{wurked in asbestos plants.
Fight were people wha lUved
lnear ashestog plants most of
thetr lives. Three were mem-
bers of familles whe had one
or more asbesto 5 worker
wembers — a three-year-old
girf whose father was mn a3-
bestos engineer, a nurse
whose father has worked for
35 years in an asbestos plant
and a woman with two song

whe worked as ashegtas insu-
lators in a shipyard.
DEATHS .
Of 10 deaths which seemed
“questionable” ashestos ex.
posures, two turned out 40 be
almost bizarre. Ope waz &
Swiss cheesemaker, who
worked almost his entire life
eround & large boiler cov-
ered with asbestos insulation
that flaked off at the touch.
Another was a worker In a
brewery, where it turned ont
that beer is Hitered throwgh
pulp filters made tially

- .

adly New Cancer Among

bestos plant, one that em-
ploys 5000 worlters.

In the past three years, no
fewer than 1% cases of me-
suthelioma passed through
Middlesex Genmeral. Only two,
of the 19 were not workers at
the mearby asbestos plant,
one a weman who apparently
inhaled asbestos dust in laun-
dering: iy - husband’s work
clotbes, s second a spinster
who lived one blpck from the

A reln&ve!y “new" dis-

of eotlon fiber and ashestos,
The most convincing study
i3 the most recent one — ¢on-
ducted by 3 tesm of doctors
working out of Middlearx
General Hospltal in New
Hrusswick, N.J., a few miles

from the nation’s largest as

ease, m ia alse
one pf the mest difficult dis-
eases 16 Confront modern
medicine, -

It is almost impossible to
treat. Middlésex General's
Dr, Maxwell Borow says that
even the most potent anti-

—

on if, About gl that radiation
treatments do, he says, iz
remove some of the fluid that
builds wp in the lungs from
the disease.

. FA

“The disease is 100 vercent
fatal,” Dr. Borow states,
“and usually takes Jess then
a year-after diagnosis to run
its course.”

Nobody knowy why it at-
tacks some ashestod workers
and nof others, or why some
victimg of the disease get it
after an apparently mild ex-
posure to asbestes. The Uni-
versity of Mlchigan school of
medicine cites one case of a
man who was exposed to as-
bestos for about a month
while he insulated his house,
Six years later, he was dead

cancet grugs have no effect

ol mesathelioma.

Asbestos

Even the nature of the dis-
ease 1s litile understood,
While it’ s generally known
that the disease attacks the
lining of the chest and abdo-
men, nchody knows how it
gets there.

When asbestoa dust is In-

haled, the fibers get trapped courts,

Iy the Jungs, where they form
gummy deposits. This ex-
plains how ashestosis gets
started, and perhaps even
lung catcer. One theory is
that the gummy substance
builds up arcend the ashesios
fiber lodged .in the fung can
cause canger elsewhere in
the body. But how does it do
it? Nobody Rnows.

Becanse It is such 2 new
and little understood disease,

| W;Jrkérs

ing some serlous soclal and
economic problems,

No State Msts the diseass

tion laws, so nobody afflicted
with It can be paid damages
for his affliction. Even now,
the first test cases are in the

, Where they may con-
ceivably stay for the next
five to 10 years. :

‘The fact that nubody knows
how much exposure lo asbes-
tog can bring on the disease
has created contraversy, too.

Most laws stipulate that as-
bestos workers be in an envi-
ronment where there is npe
more than five miltion parti.
cles of asbestes dust per one
cubic foot of air — a regula-
tion that many In the asbes-
tos industey fought years to

maosothelioma is alse ereat-
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