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;,Lf;,- 20 or more years after oaset of work., LS S R
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L 'I‘b.e following table suzma.rizes the findin"s ‘in the small sample of
e - "men so far examined, - :
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ST . Years from .= .- X-ray evidence of
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" MOUNT SINAI SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
' - of The City University of Mew York”

- X yegret that I do not have a very happy report concerning initial
iindings in our examinations of tapers in New Ybrk City,

VWith the cooperation of Mr, John Alfarone and Local 1974 of the
“ “International Brotherhood of Painters and Allied Trades, ve-ex-
"smined 17 menbers of the Local, Our concern, of course, was
vhether the dusts inazled at their work (partlcularly asbestos)

- might be associated with lung damage, ™ o ..
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'I‘he x-ray studies showed ‘definite fibrosis to be ﬁr'esent in a pro-

"'portion of the men. These results should be evaluated with the

'“ring to be present and that most damage first makes its appearance
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xealization that x-rays always under-represent the amount of scar-
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. -; «-ray chanres aro not unlike those scen among asbestos insulation :
JxPcrs with sinilar work cxpericace, . . .
, Local 1974 - Tapcrs Locals 12 & 32 -~ Insulation ”orke*s
/ . . _ ' .
’ Years from Nember Percent Number Percent
onset of work Examined Fibrosis Examined - " ¥Fibrosis
.‘ ) . . * .- ) L. L4
0-9 -+ 0 .t - - - 346 T 10.4
10-19 . 10 - 50% - 379 . 44,1
20-29 - .7 . 59% | - 77 _ T 72,8
i, 30-39 c - - 194 . 87,1
- 40+ IR - ... . 121 . - o . 9427 -
, R ¢ 2 i CLeo1,117 oL -
bﬁ.course, no conclusions can be drawn from such few data. Nevertheless,
* even these linited experiences suggest that a problen -of serious propor-
tidhs- may be in the offing. Among insulation workers in the construction
industry, few cancers occur in the first twenty years., After this mark
is reached, caacer and pneunoconiosis become serious hazards, In the . .
period 1867-1971, for exanple, almost half of all deaths were due to
cancer of one type or another, with 20% of deaths due to lung cancer alone,
_ Apprehension has been heightened by another observatioﬁ. :ﬁ_membefsof
-Local 798, llr. S, Esposito, was found 19 months ago to have lung cancer,
o nd the affected lung was renoved., Analysis of the tissues showed a s el
.}: .eat deal of asbestos, with literally billions of small, fine fihers .-
.- present, similar to the numbers found in asbestos insulation workers® - .

_r'”lungs. (Unfortunately, desplse the operation, Mr. Esposzto died seven

""months ago.,) R R T 5'::"'72-"':'“ A
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;' You may be assured of our full cooperation in such measures you believe
will be oi a551stance 1n provotinv the health of your menbers.
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U.S. Gypsun Tape compound

.

U.5. Gypsun Tape compound

.U.S. Gypsuna "Nurobond"
Jointing compound
."Redmi.x" -

Wall board seal
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Muralco * Spackle
) NQA.
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N.&. ) .-, Plaster board _ ) y
N.A. : ‘Plaster board
N:A., - - . Tile setters cenent .

Techniques utilized: optical microscopy, electron microscopy, X-ray

. diffraction . oo AR
ackle and ‘ L N Chrysotile asbcstos-' - 8/10 ;
. ~«ping compounds: Coie Quartz ’ - 6/10
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Arthur N, Rohl, Ph.D. . C DR
‘Mount Sinai School of Medicine T .
of the City University of New York -

: January 23, 1974 . . ?‘ - /
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