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K A IS E R  C O M P A N IE S  
P A T E N T  D E P T

ASBESTOS - KAISER CEMENTS O A K LA N D .  CALiP.

September 7, 1972

H -
J. C. McCoe

There are three c u r r e n t  cement p roduc t s  which c o n t a i n  a s b e s t o s  f i b e r s .  
These are:

.1. Permanente P l a n t  P l a s t i c  Gun Cement -  2 . 5 %  by wei ght  o f  a s b e s t o s  
f i b e r s .

2. Permanente P l a n t  P l a s t i c  Cement -  1.0% by wei ght  o f  a s b e s t o s  f i b e r s .

3. Cushenbury  P l a n t  P l a s t i c  Gun Cement -  2 . 1%  by weight  o f  a s b e s t o s  
f i b e r s .

These th ree  cements a re  u t i l i z e d  by the c o n s t r u c t i o n  trade  f o r  cement 
p l a s t e r  ( s t u c co )  p r i n c i p a l l y  a p p l i e d  to e x t e r i o r  w a l l s  o f  homes, a p a r t ­
ments , etc.  The P l a s t i c  Gun cements are a p p l i e d  by machine ( p l a s t e r  
gun) ;  whereas,  P l a s t i c  cement i s  a p p l i e d  manual ly .  The cements are 
used wi th  between k  to 5 p a r t s  by volume of  c le an  p l a s t e r  sand and 
water  to produce a c o h e s i v e ,  wo rk ab le  mix. A l l  p l a s t e r  i s  machine 
mixed. There can be c o n s i d e r a b l e  a i r - b o r n e  d u s t i n g  in the v i c i n i t y  
o f  the mixer  as  the bags o f  cement are broken and emptied i n t o  the 
hopper  o f  the mixer .  As  the sand and cement are mixed, p r i o r  to the 
a d d i t i o n  o f  the water ,  th e re  i s  d u s t i n g ,  a l s o .  These c o n d i t i o n s  are 
our concern.

The cements are  e s s e n t i a l l y  type I I  s ta nda rd  p o r t l a n d  cement to which 
s e v e r a l  pe r cen t s  o f  m in e ra l  p l a s t i c i z i n g  and a i r - e n t r a i n i n g  agen ts  are 
added, p l u s  the smal l  p e r c e n t s  o f  a s b e s t o s  f i b e r  noted. The cements 
are app rox im a te ly  9*+ to 96%  type I I  ( s ta nd a rd )  po r t l a n d  cement.

What o ther  i n f o rm a t i o n  i s  needed, Jim?

JCM/mr 
At  tachments
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