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Report From Mr. Kr eichme

Watchman, What of Environment?
It's Beset—and So Is the Watchman

By Nina Totenberg
Froit Niw YOoRE CITy
Jercme Kretchiner is a mustashed
young lawyer who was put in charge of
clcmm."f' up New Ymk City's envir
14 months ago. 13y now, he reels he has
been abtsed by susiness and incustry.
IIis experiences to date have taught
hu,. 10 ¢istrust tag maters ¢f haby powder
g electric power alike, he told a '.J:“ s at

(ne American Bar Association’s annual
e e meceting  here  last
i - week.,  New  York

niay have s dirtier
environnent than
MOost cities, and Mr.
Krewwhmer nay ba
©omare poind am-
bitwwus an m\hl
CRVIrSNINeG valeh-
men;  but his ex-
periences as admin-
jsirator of 1ne Ll.' 'S
chvirgmeoniai pro-

e\ rae e weew

o ram e v e hma e Ay s e

N tection odn m..,t:e.-

e e swesw meme s BOD 1 oare
{ypical of tia frus-

Mr. Rretehmier  gpations  faced by

local environnient ofiicials.

Mr. Kreteiuner cited some particular
inciienis. During the wees of Darth Day
1670, as Mr. Kreichmer wrepared to take
oftice, he learned that bhuilding contractors
at the World Trace Centar were aboul to
Spray 1,200,060 pounds of asbosios as i-
wxauon con the bazms and girders of {wo
towers. The contractors ‘‘knew that as-
bestos spraying in the open air sends out
clouds of fine, indestructible particles that
when breathed . . . cling fo the lung per-
manently, leading to an extraordinarily
iich rate of lung cancer’ and other dis-
cases, Mr, Kretchmer told the Bar As-
sociation,

Presto! A Substitule

The contractors insisted they had no
choice but to spray, and Mr. Kretchiner's
agency issued an order setting severe re-
strictions on the spraying. The nexi day,
he said, the contractors “magically dis-
covered a.substitute existed.” O:her con-
traciors agreed slso fe use the substitute
or 16 {ollow the restrictions. BEut, he said,

nwest of them “‘congistontdy violated both
u.c:x acrecment and the legal comnission-
c.’s order' during tie rest of 1970 unless
-:m"ctor was on the scene.

Autiher unresolved asbestns coniro-
\t’-“::' lmolvcs talewin  powder—haby

powder—declared Mr,
oceurs in
the c_i:y

Kretchmer. Tale
sature along with asbestos. So
asked researchers at Mt. Sinai
Dospitad to tesl two hransds of talcum ow-
aer; Soundi that the povders contained
from 5 ts 23 ver cent pre asbestos {hat
C'm L2 1cadily inhaled by users and their
infanis, he said. The New York chviron-
:.‘.ci" gency theh asked the U.S, Foad and
D .\.cministraiion {o sun {he sort of ex-
);austi\'c tests that Mt, Sinal is not equip-
ped o jun.

T.ocal newspapers declined to publish
the cifty's preiminary fingings hecause the
Lrangs were not named, nhir. Hretehmer
saidt, But the manufacturer of one of the
{wo hra \ds, according to Mr. Kretchiner
c« that ils predacts were “total-
free,” a stateingat that MMy,
rorated ags “fotally truth-fiee.”
2rs at ail, Sinai Hospitnal, how-
dd the fesis tl ccuduc:e were
limited and inconclusive. But they suz-
gested that poople use other malerials,
sueh as corn siarch, instead of talcum
the wreiiminary resulis that show o
ernwl hazard can ba clarified.

Foes Aplenty

Kre(ehmer also pad unkind words |
her sesmeonis of business and ia-
dusiry: tie real-eslzic managers wio
fought air-pollufion laws that affected
apartment-house incinerators; manufac-
turers who halked 2t using recycled ma-
terials; clectriz-power officials who com-
piained about the cily's new air-purity
code; and merchants who objected that
the city's qucct-closmg program cost them
business.

The car, of course, was on Mr. Xretch-
mer's -hate-list too. He noted that New
York City has a Federal grant to test low-
pollmmv vehicles, but asscrted that the
pollution-free car suggestlons are coming
not. from Detroit as might be e\pcctecl
but from private people and small compa-
nies.

“The environmental movement, right
up to the first Earth Day, was a love
feast with no cnemies,” fumed Mr. Kretch-
mer. “Who could be for poliution? Now
the environment movement helieves, with
Poge, that ‘we have met (he enemy and
he is us.' I am really weary of =ceing
that Pogo guole cn every picee of cm_..o..
mental literatore. It is too casy to L
everybady, because if everyoae is pu
no one Is guilty,< hir. Rretchmer cod-
cluded.
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