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CARBIDE INTERNAL CORRESPONDENCE
" € VOsgss

P, O, BOX &1, TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 7759

CHEMICAL.S AND PLASTICS

TO (NAME) Mr. J. E. Beckman DATE March 13, 1979
COMPANY Mr., J. Cox

Pr. E. Q. Hull

Dr. H.M.D. Utidjian

Mr. A. G. Voress .~

LOCATION

coPy TO suaszcT Texas City NIOSH/OSHA Issue

Gentlemen;

Attached are some press items which you may not have seen, Please
circulate to others as you feel appropriate.

Our next update for employees will appear in tomorrow's issue of
THE FORECASTER and we will wail you a marked copy.

Also attached is a clip from today's HOUSTON POST regarding a State
Health Department investigation, We don't have all the problems.

‘II' Singer

D. L. Engle

DLE/gt
Attachments
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S Rawis Dacths Tavestigaied
TEXASCT!'Y ‘I'ens(UPl) Industrialhealthlnvestlgam
mcheckinglibrdnhmduﬂslmgvhylchlmdemk

"] eri it two plants, officials said Tuesday.

“The U.S: Oec@aﬁmals:letyandﬂealthumunmm wis

mudﬂmawmmmm where vinyl’

still handléd. Mosanto Inc.; which no longer hand-

-] les the chemical ' discloged five brain tumor deaths. - *

~ -Federal medicil detectives hive linked vinyl chioride to &

cancerpus brain tumor called gliablastoma multiforme. OSHA'
was surveying the_records of lo,wom:ndpuuntvmn,

Caﬁidemnmunmdumplmmm
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Houston Carbide
Plant Is Probed

mN(UH)—FMhulthdﬁaa!ssaymunuwaﬂy
high number of workers at Union Carbide’s Texas City plant
hmdnddatypdhhumorlinkedmm_
cancer - causing agenl vinyl ‘chloride, ' according to The
Houston Post., -

hampyr@tedaﬂidetoday the Post said the substance -
once was manufactured and mow is processed at the large
chemical and plastics plant.

A Labor Department offical said scientists associate the

w.w.“lﬂ”ucumphlmgcd&u:mﬁm
Chemicals and Plasties Division at the Port of Brownsville,
mmuwmummumwmm
everhasbees. . -
“!Mvmlmmy&nuiﬁermm
{Oceuputional Safety and Heslth Administration) or NIOSH
{(National Institute for Occapations! Safety and Health) know
of any products we masafacture er use ia this plant, except for
ammwhﬂham&lﬂm&dmm -
cinpgenle,” McManms

mnnmﬁhphl.le mdummdcaﬁdml
acetic anhydride for use in the maoufacture of aspirin, paints,
nlvuhmlpluiu.lm‘uhepm : :

dlemical with a am: tumor known as glicblastoma
mudtiform, The Post said it learned medical certificates from
& least nine Texas City workers who died between 1962 and
1578 listed that type of tumor as the cause of death.

In addition, federal authorities told the newspaper a 10th
plattemployeenmhmhubemdhsmsedn"pmbably"
aving the same form of turnor.,

Heaith records of current and former Texas City plant wor-
ks, 8,000 to 10,000 persons, are being researched by scientisty
working for the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration and the National Institute for Occupniaul
Safetyand Health. -

“mmpmyledsﬁshuammnpommy
immediate exposure hazards for current employees,” said
plant manager Damon Engle. “Practically all of the affected
employees worked for substantial periods of time from the
mid-40s through the present in a period in which neither the
mnmsnmrunampmyhadanymmwmpeetvinyl

Hes.idﬂncompmyismtreadytoacccpttheosm
suggestion that vinyl chloride is responsible for the deaths.
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By RAROLD SCARLEYT .: . <.t .ucal hul “wemgdnglo
mem o Lagr gt u{'l take 8 look at it and see what, !lm-l
AT T SN ming,mﬂnd" - T
Tl:e Su.te Departmenl of Health ilz g
-Inmﬂntinx what may be s highrate of .. fl:om the .adjolning BFGoodrich and -
: Jeukemia .deaths .among 196474 gradu--, _ Texas-U.S: Chemical Co. plants, which
utuelgl’onhlechuhlshnhmlmr, styrmandhuhdhnctorm
.mmmmw. synthetic rubber, .
! rubber. *+:  The National Institute Ior Occupallun-
- D lhymond'l‘ Moane. mte health alSnletyandl-hulthhubeenlnvenlgu—
" commissioner, said Monday his epidemi-  ing the incldence of-leukemia among .
mmhwmhludﬂnﬁm
allu.nﬁa'lﬂdm- R .:.'.4.-‘.'-..-Ammﬂs}lmhﬂcaﬂonlhtedny--
*. The state investigation s requested. | . rene and butadiene as s “'confirmed”

I l i
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“representing several ...’ The Goodrich plant mlnnxer.l D.T..
Pleukemhhw,ulll lgllm Boumuu disputed Townsley's Implica-
tlonlhntu:ephnthacommunltyheﬂm
v Townleytoidthemlehealu:dnelhe hm.rd
" bas. turned up four ieukemia deaths. ... **The plant and its operations are the
}imngumulmu at the Port Neches- . mbjecto!aconﬂnuingltudybyﬂm-l
- Groves High School. He said there may - which has not yet reported any carcino-
beotheelatemhdelthldwhichheh gen problems connected with plant em-
* Unaware. phyment"ﬂoumnssﬂdlnapmnmd
.« The attorney said. his vesearch indi-. - . Statment. -+ - -
:::ltherelhwldhweb:nm? - "Ihmtorem itisunllkelyu:atthere
mhuhemh; Geath i gnln- u'e areas outside the plant.”
+ dent group. WA He said Goodrich would cooperate in
llomnldthenumhero()mkemh themtestudyandpravidelnvesugnm
deuthnppelumhemmnlwftnﬂs wlth employee medical records if
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-workers at the two plants since 1978. - - tralned

[N

e
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AN
requested B I )

Offictals of Texas-U.S. Chemlcal were

‘ft

- unavailgble for comment.
: The high school is about eight blocks‘ -

Ll

" Townsley, lhaletterwhschmched’
‘Moore on Friday, sald he had also found .
four cases of Hodgkin‘sdisemlmons,

the high schools gradustes.

‘s disease 1z a rare- lnrm ol
lymphuncerthat.likeieukemu affects

- the hlood and causes anemia. ¢

The attorney, conceding he is not a, .
, said he concluded
the high school’s leukemia rate was’

lhwmaluthehaﬁndcamdau
hyanepidemiologmnl-loui-

nid the data lncluded statewide
leukemia rates during 1972-76 and specil-

- ic records for Jefferson County and com-

parable age
The four
graduat

groups.

ieukemh victima, all males,
the high school in 1964,

1966, 1968 and 4, Townsley sald, and

the most necen death occurred “only a2

few weeks ago."”

Townsley estimated that the school
graduated 2,500 to 3,000 male students
during the 1964-74 period.

The attorney said he discussed the
situation with Dr. Marcus Key, a profes-

" Cancer deaths

sor of occupational medicine at the :
University of Texas School of Public

', Health [n Houston.

. The attorney said it was Key, a lormer i

-“director of NIQSH, who suggested be re- -,

quest a state epidemiology study, per-
haps in cooperation with the federal Cen-
ter for Disease Control in Atlanta.

- "] did logk at his data, and it struck
me that four cases of leukemia among
recent graduates seemed on the high
side,” Key said Monday. “Jt may be a

- luke, but I think it should be looked at.”

Dr., Oliver P. Monk, superintendent of
the Port Neches Independeat School Dis- .
trict, pointed out that Jefferson County is
said to have one of the highest cancer
rates in the patlon.

*1 don't know whether there's a higher
leukemia incidence here than in any

* other high school inJefferson County or

Harrls County,” he said. "Certainly, if
there is a problem, we wani to know
about it."

Monk said that from 1943 until 2 move
in 1953, the high school was even closer
to the two chemica} plants than it is now
Both plants date trom World War 11

""We have kids who actually live closer
1o the plants than the school is,” he said.
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Sunday. March 11, 1979

U.S. to check work records back
to ‘41 in vinyl-chloride probe

_BY CARLOS BYARS
< Chronicle Science Writer

' Federal officials trying to determine if
e to vinyl chioride may have led

< back to 1941.
Nine workers at the Union Carbide
plant died of a rare form of brain cancer
. that has been linked to vinyl chioride.

ed to a brain tumor called gli
multiforme, the cause of death of the
Union Carbide workers, is in dispute.

It is used in thousands of plastic prod-
ucts, including electrical insulation and
car seat-

* exposure

- Yo the deaths of 14 employees at two-. t . Several plants in
-2 Texas City chernical plants will dig into ' Mm&%nt .
.~ thousands of employee records dating-

Union Carbide, in Gaiveston

mﬂgxwwmmmmum

al C TR
years aga. of

The National Institute
Safety and Health will investigate wheth-

Dr. Sanford Leffingwell of the Occu,
tional Safety and Health Institute's
cinnati labora says one study will
focus on the history of a p of
Union Carbide employees to see if there is
a difference in exposure (o various chemi-

“We hope this will lead to identification
of the (cancer causing) agent in the

" Leffingwell says. .

“The same study also will seek to esti-

mate how many cases of the rare brain

F

i

Five employees at a Monsanto plant may ‘
have died from the same type of cancer. er-the Union Carbide employee deaths tumor should occur in a normal popula-
- . ~Investigators hope to determine if any were related to vinyl chloride exposure tion of the same si sayx his
: former employees may have been and whether the pumber of deaths is guess is that there have been more cases
"V j iously o m six
«d to liver cancer, But whether it is relat- in cooperation with the federal Occups- months.

. Mthesan'ngl:six;nd!uninm‘t;;uwﬂlbe

trying to establi status of everyone
" who worked at the plant for a year or
more since it was opened in 1941,

“We want to find out if they are living
or dead and what they died of,” he says.

This study, expected to take about a
year, also could turn ap other work-relat-
ed causes of death, he says.

Damon Engle, manager of the Union
Carbide plant, says the possible relation-
ship between vinyl chioride and other
illnesses, including this form of brain
tum.w:snotedinutndyspombngg
mists Association, a trade organization of
producers or users of the chemical.

The study was one of the resesrch

. ; f\r‘i-:, .

the discovery in__Leffingwell, Monsanto employees also

oy

M ¥ohn Spano of Monsanto's St. Louis
head says the company began
ing employee records after learn-

', ing of the Union Carbide cases.

“Five deaths are being studied as sus-

- pected of being caused by brain tumors or

These are not confirmed

. cases, just suspected,” he says.

says the col will rate‘
il gt Sl o 3 st
program of review of em| to
determine if there were any incidents of
brain cancer among employees.”
The records search may go back 30
Yyears and ivolve more 5,000 em-
ployees, he says. )
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Pasadena ‘woman files.
'suit against Unlon Carblde.

GALVESTON, Texas (AP) — The federal study linked vinyl chioride
f with. the brain tumor glicblastoma .

", ‘multiforme and reported 10 brain tumor
deathsamongworkmatthe'l‘msdtylfﬁ
“plant of Union Carbide between 1962and -

", 1998 Death certificates for six of the 10"

- were said to have listed glioblastoma

7 o multiforme as the cause of death. .-

in behalf of herself and two children. Her
husband, James Harvey Stiles Jr., 51,
died in 1974. The lawsuit says Stﬂu ,
worked for Union Carbide from 1046 until

- his death. The suit contends death




. Friday Morning, March9, 1979 The Galbeston Dailg Netos

$1 -million smt flled

in brain tumor death

ByJSELKIRK&ﬁgICK gtgdby%t;lz‘ w“ldeln — well action lwhataoeverut‘:

- NewsStaff y Carb: cblor!de, fumes a3 protect its employees

A hwmit seeking $1 Texas City from 1946 until as other chemical fumes that such failure con-
in damages and thetimeofhisdeathonJuly overaperiodoftime.” -  stituted negligence and

eontmding vinyl chloride 19,1974, . Mrs. Stiles contends that gross "

fumes caused a.brain  The suit seeks to prove the defendant Uhica Car-  The plaintiffs contend the

tumor which led to the “that the death of the bide Corp. knew or should defendant - breachad 1its -

death of - Jamies 'Harvey. deceased was proximately have. known -that. vinyl obligation to Stiles to

Stiles Jrihas ‘been MHed caused by exposure to chloride and its fumes and provide hlm with a

against Unlon Carbide chemical fumes the fumes of  other reasonably safe plm to
Cu‘p.;y lurang but not limited to . chemicals were hazardous work. : -

children -+ ‘chioride which induced a to the - heaml ot her Mrs. sule: hn:band
' _The lavsuit . '"ln% braTgum..." ' husband. tothe‘ant.the would mnh:eh:_nv&me
“lm'dly afternoon - countend Aw [ X~
District Court in Galveston that ntm time of Stiles’ plaintifts “believe the. to vinyl chloride, its
under the Texas wrongful death they were not aware defendant  purposely mm vapors, which
death and survival law. - of the cause of his death, withheld such caused the brain tumer

The plaintifts, Doris which “has recently from its emplovees and which was the proximate
. Stiles and bher children, been to have mmmmm cause of Stileg’ death.
i ) ’ ” ) P A -l-' - o .
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$1 million’ !awﬂs_ql\t_‘ |sfalleg|ng

death d : lo;':vm!&;choloﬂde?

P Tagd v 77:111,'Shartn aﬁdCarlStﬂes.

K ALVESTON - A Puadem‘womm ”*? Thelawnﬁt\n ‘worked at Union
meda $1 million damage Lawsuit against. t.rmdq'nom’mhmum death from a
- the Unio Carbide-Corp. in connectiva’"brain tumor July 18.:1974, 15 days after
withthedeathofherhusbandtmmn hlssmbhﬂﬂam i 4
braif tumor.e. s~ ot - oz ; l{allegesmtwge:m Was' caused by-
The lawsuit is believed. . bé the ﬁrl:“ xpomm“toeausucchemkabinc!ud' .
 filéd after a federal investigation linked ... but not linuled,tq,w
ran e il v e B

investigation tionak - sait “that § eompany
S3fety and Health Adroinistration drd the zﬁﬁ ‘shovid e Knowr ‘of the dan- ]
e B, e e T e, hoaL gm"“"‘” e v
monf -2 wit 3 %0 ‘from

ed 10 deaths of workers at the Carbide lo'yw ~wholly failed to' take.
lant“in Texas City to viny) chiotide: IDYW rhatsoever 1o prote em-

ter investigation linked several deaths ' ployeer™ (L STwmteil bbdg, -t °
afwmﬂmnsatﬂnlnaﬂu'MmuaMDCh e,xteMujn :
PRI i, o :

entists . e at n. ", oy -v,:rn RS
: vhlchlondeﬁmgmcausea i S e IV S
ghoblastom multiforme and cause;.

dea AT *$-

# Scientists are simng ‘medical and dellh {

- _ Tecords of thousands of current and for-

" et em loyeesofthe ts to
gl bl
!melawsunwasﬂled'l'humda lnmte

- district court here by-Doris Sma widow . .
cof: f ' James Harvey Stiles Jr for berself .
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Carblde reserves comment

* TEXAS CITY ~ Union Carbide officials ledmsalesdeam. N

V say they are not prepared to canment on 'nndeadmmswifﬂndtmuchﬂdrm

) the §1 million suit filed against the com- = emtendlnthewﬂmumn&rhdeh'
panybythefamﬂyﬁanemployeewho guﬂlyd"gtunegugm"focmh
died after developing'a beain tumor. " . . forming Stiles about the dihger ‘of vinyl~
Ron Ritchie, employee relatim chioride and ‘other lam'dom chamiah

j  manager for Union Carbide’s Texas City handled’at the plant, Siv- ¢ 1L o \'
" plant said, “Carbide has not received a:%" The ‘suit states, "th deteuhnt
copy of the suit filed in the 56th District. . Mﬂtﬂlﬂdnﬁhﬂﬂd@efuﬂ“ﬂ

- Court. The first we knew of it was what we aqﬂnyeuandwbonymledtouhm

l(mdmmemwumﬂnml}ﬂcﬂmmm protact its éomploykes ..
copywetmn'tmakustatnmxent."ﬂ"5‘::\r ‘and that ' such** failare constituted )
Thursdaymefamxlyo“helate.lamu negligence and groas negligence.”. . &~
“ 'Harvey Stiles Jr. filed & $1 million lawsuit ™™ qundu'mbyﬂleNlﬂmlew
. against Union Carbide Cocp. which alleges - for Occypational Safety and Health is an— -——
cmhnaedatmeeumﬁm:pm%mmm&mn@ogduﬂl

mrdtyumednhramumwﬁch % E (8ee CARBIDE, Page ) =,

s AT g Nll‘ﬂ'll'\l&.l"h ‘n‘. + -“_1
L [ *
Carb Idel  (Conttmedfrompagel) T

of Union Carbide employees.  fon-maser {Wmlnin tumors, or cancer. The chemical-

. mosumuummmue imwnbe‘uidfedaﬂdﬁeiak.will
betwem thl.- chcmlcal \'m)l chloride and & ”‘“mhmr«-mm e
-: \ Ailtien Fhive it OITW St hodon - - R RS S Yt

LA

ucce
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® ‘Chain reaction’ implicates Monsanto

\ nycamummmi: ”w*' "7y in conjunction with the . ‘A Monsanto spokesman
) emphasized tha
\ Daily Sua Reporter - Nmmmhfcmwmety hghobhmmﬂufmmedam;‘
TEXASCITY-—Adnmructimdfnmd mdﬂeﬂﬂl(mwi).whdl_ilwm ﬁmﬁﬁeduﬂ!mmﬁdeaminsixdhn'
remembering friend has extended the agenéy,” Liyneadded a1t ¢ 8F . (See MONSANTO - '
investigation of brain cancer deaths City Secretary Bobby Earle hag : PagedA)
. cross the city from Carbide to Monsante.  reported that OSHA representatives have ¢ - <
., "It began with an employee complaiht; . come toi city *hall on-several occasions *
and most of the information We have been’ recently to obtain desth certificates for .
&etnng has come from .peaple rmjw ‘
- ﬁmmmmqmammm it .
iy and-ilind’ iy the W2y, 2aid20HSA~ - In addition mmwmﬂ: %
-+ spokesman Davis Layne:.“We -ale con-’ , OSHA has. been ' relying heavily ‘on help -
unnmgtngecmhimnndmplamhg froin union’ represéntatives in githeﬂn‘,
a full. epidemiological, .investigation at. information, according to Lhyne. “And the :
- publicity gimthsmmi‘gaummw
mformatianasmmdinbrepeopk
. about it and call us," Layne added.~:;
" prelimi “"‘"t"‘““m.g'm‘“ -
preliminary > a ; yne i
* reported, * “Staffs “$4 “Nindle ' local < in-
vesdgaﬁmnulhﬂﬁumnm
have only mlnd“‘
theHouﬂmdialndelhem :
. cover other worker '{
Personnel at both’
Monsanto are.aiding jn_ tln investigation
which involves, - to ‘date" ‘uxma
ummcnmmﬁnunm:’;?%
s S Rt adadice AW

(Whul’ Fen ne-“.\g\~;g.-~. N
(hrbidewcﬁxmhduotbemesuuidﬁ", -.mdmm-mmm
uncameddmhinﬂ:ﬁwuu,‘;_ produced st Mormanto since 1968, Mon-

: unearthed from some 1,300 death cu-  sato purchased the plant from the faderal
tificates checked by Monsanto, . ... government -in -the mid 190’s and
The Monsanto investigation was bqu mmmmmmu

by the company following the reports of an . ™' -

investigation at Union Carhide, ' an.mwm
. Themﬁninmﬂpﬁonbeunwmu . conld last from six months to & year, ac-
* Carbide werker complaint on Novernber 27 - ' cording to OSHA, and investigations are
" made to OSHA. OSHA workers then " complicated by the long time span

which

. utexrthed ten desths fram brain cancer -m,mmmwmm; .
between 1962 and 1978. An eleventh victim ~~ ~ Vinyl chloride a8 a possible cancer-
of the tumor, also a Carbide worker, isstill - *." - producing agent has been under stady in
living. ' <" the Unlted States snd abrosd for a nurber
Vinyl chioride, suspected as the cayse of of years. Current data confirms ?'z

several types of cancer, is still .‘,,;mmmmmm




