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UNITED STATES GYPSUM COMPANY

300 WEST ADAMS STREET 8 CHICAGO ¢, ILLINOIS

T 4
A Wil Mou zi‘t” o
— L—u May 3, 1949

Dr. A. 3. Vorwala -
Director Trudo Foundation PLAINTIFF'S
Saranac ladoratories EXHIBIT
Sayanac lake, Nev York fﬁ§g 5/
Dear Sir:

We would like to get your opinion as to the possibdle health hazard that

might exist in the handling of for ve are installing perlite

rock processing plants and e plants at some of our gypsum opersa-
tions.

A}:cordi.ne %o our information, perlite is a_vwgloanic glass, but there is
80 QUATtZ present as disclosed by the Petrographic microscope. The

chemical analysis of one of the deposits is:
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The ore is reduced by crushing and screening to a size comparble to sand,
and then subjected to high heat in a direct fired furnace apnd expanded,

80 vhile the ore zay weigh 100 to 120 pounds per cubic foot before
expansion, the expanded material weighs sbout 10 pounds per cudbic foot.
There isacen&ummotdustmdeuthemumgortheom, and

34:. the expansion process.

From the wark that you have done for the company in connection vith gypsum
exd gypsum combined with silica, and also the work on asbestos and glass
vool, I am of the impression that perlite would not be particularly harmmful.
The usual precautions to keep the amount of dust inthe air down within the
us\Rl requirements for & nuisance dust of 50,000,000 particles per cubic
foot vould De all that would be necessary for us to 4o, but ve certainly

would appreciate your thoughts on the matter.
Yours very truly

UNITED STA'Z'ES GYPSUM COMPm
5

“Je utler
JWB:IC Service Manager

WHESE SESEAECH DIVELOPS BETTER. SATER RUICOING MATIRIALS



