Lead Industries Associatiomn
60 EAST 42ND STREET
NEW YORK 17,N.Y.

MANFRED BOWDITCH
DIRECTOR OF HEALTH AND SAFETY

April 3, 1959
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Imperial Color Chemical & Paper.Corp,

GLENS FALLS.N.Y.

Apeil 1, 1959

Mr. R, L. Zlo(f.ld, s‘cf't‘!‘y
Lead Industries Aasociation
60 East 42nd Street

New York 17, ¥. Y.

Dear My, Ziegfeld:-
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Thank you for your letter of March 20th regarding the queés- .
tiom of protecting the use of lead in color pigments from what we

k4

feel are unjustified restrictioams. Your letter raises the ques~ * "

tion that the chromium radical is often coasidered contributory aad
a possible source of cancer, It is true that the basic chrome -
chemical producing industry has been investigated along the lines you
ment ion, but the same thing is not true of the chrome chemical ocea-~
suning industries, Actually, there is considerable gquestiom about
the hasards of chroaium toxiecity at this source, but wvhea the chroa-
ium has been converted to the chromate form, I believe you will fired
very little to justify any stigma on thic chromium compound.

We are one of the basic producers of chrome cheamicals, amd
probably the largest coasumer in the world, and although we have
handled millions and millions of pounds of chromium in the form eof
Lead Chromate, we have never had a single case of cancer traceable to
Lead Chromate exposure, If this were not enough proof, we have also
never hezrd of a case in the plant of any of our customsers for the
Lead Chromate pigments, and I am sure that with the large exposure
the worksem would get at this point, that if it were a severes nesard,
we wvould have heard of it. o

We know that certain chrome producing plants have had a bad
experience, and that was the reason for the iavestigatioa, but the
results have imdicated that there is some intermediate form ia the
producing of a chrome cheaical not in the use of it, which seems te
be at fault, but for some reason or other our ptecess for producing
chrome chemicals does not seem to present the hasard, evem at this
point, that some other producers seesm to have, It ie this point
which has been investigated, and to my knowledge mo definite eon-
clusione have been drawm. v

It is a far cry from the eénccntratod Cxpocuro'thnt ‘our
workmea get,and our customers' workmea get, to the exposure of the
user who applies a paint fila to some surface. I believe that many
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Mr. R, L. Ziegfeld, Secretary .
Lead Industries Assocciation

so~called sases of lead poiseniang may have occurred with more scluble
forms of lead pigments, but even in such cases I think it is pessible
"that oeomclusions were drawn,wvhich had they beaa investigated careful-
ly by an Association such as yours, may have been contreverted.

Yours ve tral
IMPERIAL COLOR CHEMIGAL & PAPER CORP.

Mﬁizw )
8. L. Karpsl

General Manager
_ Pigment Color Division
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