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Veterans A d m jn ts Ìra t ìó n s  In te r e s t  
1n D io x in s  (n  Santophen

F I L E

ce, C. F. C a l l ls  -  B2SA
E. L . Head -  B3SB
H. W. K ilb o u m e  -  N3A
J . C. M c P h lll ip s /R . G. P ie r  -  B3SC
J . S. M e tc a lf -  B2NK
F. A. P rovorny -  B3NJ
D. P. Roman -  W. B. Bennet -  N2B

Thursday» November 29» I  re c e iv e d  a te lephone  c a l l  from  D ick Jente  
o f  V esta l L a b o ra to rie s »  a sk in g  ab o u t the  2 ,3 ,7 ,8 - te t r a c h lo r o -  
d lb e n z o d io x ln  c o n te n t o f  S a n tophen-1 . I  r e p lie d  th a t :  
a) We had seen no d e te c ta b le  2»3»7»8-TCDD in  S - l us in g  a 
v a lid a te d  method w ith  a d e te c t io n  l i m i t  o f  10 ppb; b) We were 
w o rk in g  on a new m ethod, n o t y e t  v a l id a te d ,  w ith  a d e te c t io n  
l i m i t  "around 0 .5  p p b ", and th a t  c u r re n t  S - l p ro d u c tio n  showed 
no d e te c ta b le  2,3 ,7 ,8-TC D D  w ith  t h is  method. I  a lso  s a id  th a t  
n o n -d io x in  im p u r it ie s  in  S - l seemed to  l i m i t  o u r  s e n s i t i v i t y ,  w ith  
e i t h e r  method, to  above 0.1 ppb.

He c a lle d  us because two VA h o s p ita ls  had c a lle d  V esta l a s k in g  to  be 
to ld  th a t  the re , were "no d io x in s "  in  the  c le a n e rs  V esta l s o ld i Jente  
re p l ie d  th a t  he c o u ld  n o t prove the  com plete absence o f  any im p u r ity ,  
because "none means n o n e "-  -However, he assured them th a t  th e re  was 
le s s  than 1 ppb 2 ,3,7,8-TC D D  in  t h e i r  p ro d u c ts , us in g  the  analog " le s s  
than  one A y a to lla h  in  th e  U .S . p o p u la tio n "  as a d e s c r ip t iv e  an a lo g y .
(He a p p a re n tly  le a rn e d  from  B i l l  Bennet th a t  S-1 co n ta in e d  le s s  than 
10 ppb 2 ,3 ,7 ,8 -T C D D .)

He w a s n 't  s u re , b u t th o u g h t th a t  ja n i t o r s  a t  the  VA h o s p ita ls  had 
connected Santophen to  d io x in s  v ia  c h lo ro p h e n o ls  and Agent Orange, 
and demanded th a t  h o s p ita l a d m in is tra t io n  assure  them they w e re n 't  
be ing  poisoned I
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