FILE NAME: Metropolitan Life (ML)

DATE: 1935-1981

DOC#: ML304

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: Met Life Group Policy Holders in Asbestos
Industry



Dr. HcConnell
fielfers Division
Inductrial Health Section

Re: ,3-G~2 - Johnson's Co.,
Thetford ilines West, Quebec

Vo 1zsued this policy 4in 1929,and to date
we have premiums of 333,000 against Death claims of $23,500
and Disabllity claims of $3,000. Tho expericnce 13 very
unfavorable in the current year, the premiums amounting to
86,930 with Death claima of $11,000 and Disability cleims
of ¥1,000. .,

An analysis of the claims shows a prenomdercuce
of lung disorders. The company is engaged in the quarrying and
manmufacturing of asbestos, and we feesl that there is a decided
occupational hazard.here. We would like to have you or
Mr. Fehnesl inspect the plants of this company at your convenience.

Attached is a copy of the cleim analyazis.

H o
S
G.W, Fiychurgh, Supervisor

tay 27, 1935 Actuurial Division
GwF/DB Croup Life & Health Section



Dr. McConnell,
Welfare Division,
Industrial Health Section

Re: Johnson's Company, Thetford Mines Nest, Quebec

fe cover the employees of the above company for group
1ife insurance, and to date the claims amount to 33% of the premiums.
Several years ago the experience was unfavorable, and we referred the group
to you because there was a substantial number of claims for lung diseases.
There has been an improvement in the experience in recent years and the
coverage has shown a profit since 1935.

In 1936 the question of offering this company Accident
& Health benefits was considered and we asked you to make an inspection
of the properties. You reported that the employees were French Canadians
and looked undernourished and that in your opinion the claim experience
would not be very good. On the basis of this report, we decided not to
offer Accident & Health coverage.

: Our representative has again raised the question of
Accident & Health coverage and advises us that the company has appropriated
a considerable sum of money for mine improvements. Possibly this will im-
prove the group as & risk for group coverage.

We would appreciate a further inspection of this
company's properties and a report from you at your convenience. The group
is not large enough to justify the expense of a special trip for this
inspection, but possibly you will have someone in the vicinity soon and
cap have him make a report.

In advising us whether you consider this company an
acceptable risk for Accident & Health coverage, you will want to take into
consideration that for this industry (asbestos mines) we load our standard
rates 40%. In other words, if you think the claip rate will be less than
14,0% of the claim rate in s non-hazardous ipdustry, our Do rate should
be adequate. ~ Of course, the plan we will offer will no ovide benefits
for occupational accidents. :

August 22, 1939 M in e

pes/m Group Lif€ & Health Section
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MEMORANDUKM

July 3, 1944
DR. ARMSTRONG:

The Actuarial Division has asked us to study the Johnson's
¥ine Company on which we have Group Life coverage, because in the last
three years we have paid 28 claims of which 12 deaths were due to
tuberculosis. The Group is increasing the premium on the comparny as
of July 1, 1944.

Johnson's Mine Company cuarries and manufactures asbestos and
i{s located in Thetford Mines. Several industrial hygiene surveys have
been made at Johnson's Mines in past years--the first vas in June 1930
in connection with the study of an asbestos industry in Canada. Another
study was made in March 1921. As you will probably recall the conclusion:
reached in the asbestos study was that asbestosis did not predispose
to tuberculosis. Very high dust counts were found at Johnson's Mines
with 99.85% of the particles of less than 10 micronss Workers were very
careless atout expectorating on the floors; drinking water was supplied
in buckets and common drinking cups were in use. A numter of recommenda~-
ticns were made to improve general operating conditicns of this mine.
Ne subsequent study bas been made. I have suggested, inaspuch as ¥r.
¥ehnel is planning to visit Canada on other business, that he include MX/
Johnson's Mine in his trip with a view to a recheck survey of the Johnso
Compeny properties &nd a survey, 1f possible, of the living conditions
of employees. If you think it feasible, I might be able to arrange
to go aloeng én this trip alss. It seems to me regardless of whether
asbestosis contributes to tuberculosis, there is a tuberculosis problen,
" not only in Johnson's Mines but in Thetford Mines. The latest mortality- .-
figures that I could secure show that Thetford Mines in 1941 had a tuber-
culosis mortality of 259 per 100,000; in Quebec 80 per 100,000; and in
Canada 51 per 100,000. I have written to Dr. Gardner in Saranac to ask
his advice about the present status of asbestosis in relation to tuber-
culésis and also for any suggestilons as to the approach to this problem w
in Canada. I discussed the matter briefly with Dr. Burnette when he was ('
last here and he gested getting in touch with Dr. Turgeon, Director (-
of the Division of Industrial Eygiene in Quebec City. I plan to write -
to Dr. Turgecn for more up-to-date figures on tuberculosis mortality iy
and a breakdown by male age groupse. 1¢.1 went to Canada I could discuss
the problem fore freely than T could by mail. Before plunging into this, T .
howevers I should 1like to have your edvice as to the proper lines of C -
procedure sc as to avoid crossing any administrative linses or stirring
up troudble without leading to any eastructive result. I might add that
the Actuarial Divisien bas asked Dr. McConnell about the health conditions
in Johnscn'e Mine from time to time. Dr. McConnell's opinion was that
the employees were rrench-Canadians and locked- undernourished and that,
in his opinion, the claim experience would not be very good. It bas been
for this reason that ASH bas not been sold. e SICRATS
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GHOUP DIVISION

METROPOLITAN LITE INsURANCE COMPANY

1918 Cangw Towen

Cmcmmu.n 2,00

Teveonone: 721-0280

April 16, 1963 .

PLAINTIFF'S
EXHIBIT

s

Mr. Karl Krieg, Employee Reletions Manager
The Philip Carey Manufacturing Company

320 South Wayne Avenue

Cincinnati 15, Ohio

Dear Mr. Krieg:

Supplementing our letter of April 6,_attached is a listing
received from the Home Office of death claims that were naig
between 1957 and 1962 due to respiratory causes.

We hope that this information will be of some use to you,

Very truly yours,
Gl
' "'/,CJ\‘./é/u-c -
« R. LYNCH
Group Supervisor

jrl/as
enclosure
ce: Mr. E. J. Fasold, Secrstary
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Yalignant neoplasm (cancer) of the respiratory disease:
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