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B ea r  E r ,  D a r l i n g :

NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL 
>Bepor t  on H e a l t h  p r o t e c t i o n  i n  S an d ­

b l a s t i n g  and  K e t a l . A b r a s i v e  B l a s t i n g

You a re«  no d o u b t ,  more o r  l e s s  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  
above m e n t io n e d  r e p o r t  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  to  f o u n d r y  d u s t  
h a z a r d .

On June 13th» t h e  E x e c u t i v e  and  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Board, 
o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  S a f e t y  'C o u n o i l  r i l l  h o ld  a  m e e t i n g  
I n  New York t o  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  r e p o r t  s h a l l  
he  p u b l i s h e d  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  w r i t t e n  o r ' i n  amended f o r m .

Many o f  t h e  members o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  p o u n d e rs  A s s o o i a -  
1 t i o n  whom we have c o n s u l t e d  i n  t h e  m a t t e r»  f e e l  t h a t

' i n  v iew of  t h e  a g i t a t i o n  and  l i t i g a t i o n  p e n d in g  and 
t h r e a t e n e d  by p e r s o n s  who c l a i m  t o  have bad t h e i r  
h e a l t h  i m p a i r e d  due t o  f o u n d r y  d u s t ,  smoke, ga s  and 
v a p o r s ,  t h i s  i s  no t i m e  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  S a f e t y  
C o u n c i l ,  o r  any o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t o  b r i n g  o u t  a 
r e p o r t  e m p h as iz in g  t h e  h a z a r d  o f  f o u n d r y  d u s t ,  a s  
such  a r e p o r t  w i l l  o n l y  add  f u e l  to  t h e  f l a m e s ,  i s  
l i a b l e  t o  c a u s e  u n l i m i t e d  expense  and damage t o  t h e  
f o u n d r y  i n d u s t r y ,  and a t  t h i s  t i m e  can s e r v e  no u s e ­
f u l  p u r p o s e .  fle f e e l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  t h i s  r e p o r t  
s h o u l d  b e  h e l d  i n  a b e y a n o e  by t h e  N a t i o n a l  S a f e t y  
c o u n c i l ,  and t h e  whole s u b j e o t  be  g iv en  f u r t h e r  co n ­
s i d e r a t i o n .

T h e re  i s  a rumor t o  t h e  e f f e c t  •’t h a t  Dr.  C. S ,  A. 
Winslow, p r o f e s s o r  o f  p u b l i c  H e a l t h ,  Y a le  K e& iea l .  
S c h o o l ,  New Haven, C o n n . ,  one  o f  t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  1 
r e p o r t  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  S a f e t y  c o u n c i l ,  and D r .  
Leona rd  Greenburg,* f o r m e r l y  o f  t h e  u n i t e d  s t a t e s  
D e p a r tm en t  o f  H e a l t h ,  h a v e  been  engaged by t h e  
A m er ican  H a d i a t o r  Company t o  do c o n s i d e r a b l e  r e -
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s e a r c h  work f o r  them. P r o f ,  Winslow «ad ]>r. n reenburg  
a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n s i s t e n t  t h a t  t h e  above  m e n t i o n e d  r e ­
p o r t  he  r e l e a s e d  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n .

E x e c u t i v e s  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  E l e c t r i c  Company, we 
know, a r e  i n  r a t h e r  c l o s e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  ,Rr. C.  IE. W ool ley ,  
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Amerloan  R a d i a t o r  company, an d  t h e  p u r ­
p o s e  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  t o  r e q u e s t  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  
r e a c h i n g  p r o f . .  Winslow and Dr.  c r e e n b u r g ,  t h r o u g h  Mr, 
W o o l le y ,  and p o i n t  g u t  t o  them t h e  r e a s o n a b l e n e s s  o f  
t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  fo u n d r y  i n d u s t r y  t h a t  t h i s  r e p o r t  
be  h e l d  i n  abeyance  and  g i v e n  f u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

Mr. c .  S,  H oyt ,  o f  t h e  A m er ican  F o u n d r y m e n ' s  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  h a s  j u s t  o a l l e d  to  my a t t e n t i o n  t h e  e n ­
c l o s e d  copy o f  a  news i t e m  from  t h e  New -York s u n  o f  
May 2 3 r d ,  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  e i g h t e e n  s u i t s  i n v o l v i n g  
$ 1 , 6 0 0 , 0 0 0  a g a i n s t  R o c h e s t e r ,  N . Y . .  and M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
c o n c e r n s ,  by i n d i v i d u a l s  who c l a i m  t o  h a v e  h a d  t h e i r  
h e a l t h  i m p a i r e d  due  t o  d u s t  c o n d i t i o n s .

Your Mr, B a l l a r d  i s ' q u i t e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s  
s u b j e c t  and a l s o  w i th  t h e c a l a r m i n g  number o f  damage 
s u i t e  now p e n d in g  i n  t h e  M idd le  w e s t .  I t  seems t o  
us  t h a t  any r e p o r t  s p r e a d ^ b r o a d o a s t  by t h e  N a t i o n a l  
S a f e t y  c o u n c i l  c a l l i n g  a t t e n t i o n  to  s i l i c o m i ®  o r  t h e  
d a n g e r  from fo u n d r y  d u s t ,  smoke, gas  and v a p o r s ,  c an  
s e r v e  no u s e f u l  p u r p o s e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  and i n  
a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  w i l l  t e n d  t o  p rom ote  more w i d e s p r e a d  
and ex ten d e d  l i t i g a t i o n ;

T h i s  p a s t  week, one  o f  o u r  members i n  W is­
c o n s i n  .has s u cc e ed e d  i n  w in n in g  a  s u i t  f o r  damages 
b r o u g h t  by a  m o ld e r  who o l a im e d  i m p a i r e d  h e a l t h  due  
t o  s i l i c o s i s ,  b u t  who had n e v e r  been  employed i n  
t h e  C l e a n i n g  D e p a r t m e n t .  The expense  o f  t h e  l i t i ­
g a t i o n ,  how ever ,  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  c o s t  t h e  company- i n  
e x c e s s  o f  $ 1 5 ,0 0 0 ,  a s  t h e y  were  o b l i g e d  t o  b r i n g  
i n  some of  t h e  most e m in e n t  p h y a i o i a n s  i n  t h e  
U n i t e d  s t a t e s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  c a s e .

I t  i s  u n n e c e s s a r y  f o r  me t o  m e n t io n  t o . y o u  
t h e  a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  t h e  i f .F .A .  h a s  t a k e n  f o r  more  
t h a n  25 y e a r s  i n  p r o m o t in g  s a f e t y  i n  t h e  f o u n d r y ,  
a s  y o u r  Company h a s  p l a y e d  a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  
i n  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  work i n  t h i s  r e g a r d .

We f e e l  t h a t  i f  p r o f .  Winslow and 3>r. 
c r e e a b n r g  would n o t  ’i n s i s t  t h a t  t h i s  r e p o r t  be 
p u b l i s h e d ,  which t h e y  were l a r g e l y  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  
p r e p a r i n g ,  t h a t  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Board o f  t h e
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N a t i o n a l  S a f e t y  c o u n c i l  c o u ld  be i n d u c e d  t o  h o l d  t h e  n a t t e r  
i n  ab ey an ce  and g ive  t h e  s u b j e c t  f u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .
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(pram New York Sua, Monday, May 23, 1932)

1 8 '¿SK J l , 6.00,000 AS SILICOSIS PREY 

l a w y e r  SayB Sand B l a s t e r s  T i l l  M e  o f  Malady 

R o c h e s t e r ,  May 23 (A.  P«)  Damage a c t i o n s  I n v o l v i n g  

t o t a l  c l a i m s  c f  $ 1 , 6 0 0 , 0 0 0  have bean  s t a r t e d  h e r e  by 

s i x t e e n  R o c h e s t e r  .and two M a s s a c h u s e t t s  men who a l l e g e  

t h a t  t h e y  c o n t r a c t e d  s i l i c o s i s  t h r o u g h  w e a r i n g  d e f e c t i v e  

p r o t e c t i v e  a p p a r a t u s  w h i l e  s a n d - b l a s t i n g  f o r  two l o c a l  

o o n c e r * * •

The M erch a n ts  D e sp a tch  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

Company I s  named a s  d e f e n d a n t  In  f i f t e e n  o f  t h e  a c t i o n s  

and th e  Kastman Kodak Company i n  one« The M a s s a c h u s e t t s  

p l a i n t i f f s  a r e  c a o r g e  T a l l i e r e  o f  N o r th  Adame an d  John 

B‘. M i l l e r  o f  » © r o a s t e r .  T h e i r  a t t o r n e y ,  W i l l i a m  2»»

C l a y ,  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  men e v e n t u a l l y  w i l l  d i e  o f  t h e  

malady«- They s e e k  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  each*

. D e f e n d a n t  a t t o r n e y s  i n  some o f  t h e  a c t i o n s

m a i n t a i n  t h a t  the- c a s e s  a r e  c o v e r e d  by t h e  workmen’ s 

c o m p e n s a t io n  l a w ,  w h i l e  W. Clyde O’ B r i e n ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  

t h e  Kastman Kodak company, '  has  moved f o r  d i s m i s s a l  of 

t h e - c o m p l a i n t  a g a i n s t  t h a t  c o n c e r n  on t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  

t h e  company i s  c o v e r e d  by i n s u r a n c e  a g a i n s t  eu ch  a o l a im .
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