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His comments come after Trump took to Twitter to criticize Senate rules
after the GOP health care bill failed -- a trop McConnell doesn't much
appreciate. The comments also represent the growing frustration in
Congress that Trump just doesn't get how Washington works and that
the Hill could end the year without a single meaningful legislative
achievement in an all GOP D.C.

SHOT -- @seanhannity at 3:11 p.m.: "In light of dangerous NKorea
threat, I'm stopping all petty political disagreements for at least next 12
hours. Let's see what others do."

CHASER -- @seanhannity at 11:03 p.m. and again at 5:30 a.m.:
"@SenateMajLdr No Senator, YOU are a WEAK, SPINELESS leader who
does not keep his word and you need to Retire!" This was in response
to the above story, which has McConnell saying Trump's
expectations were out of line. ... This is extraordinarily strong
language from Hannity, a Trump friend and supporter.

ELIANA JOHNSON: UNDERSTANDING PENCE WORLD -- "Mike
Pence's real power move": "The vice president's office hasn't been one
of the competing power centers in President Donald Trump's faction-
riven White House - but the recent arrival of Nick Ayers, the veteran
campaign operative now serving as Mike Pence's chief of staff, is starting
to change that. Ayers' hire, according to interviews with eight current
and former administration officials, was less about a secret campaign to
challenge Trump in 2020 and more about helping the vice president -
who, at just 58, has a political future ahead of him in the post-Trump era
preserve his future political options, whatever they may be.

"A veteran political operative, Ayers had for months been quietly
warning the vice president that Trump's troubles could cause collateral
damage and that he needed to take a more aggressive posture on a range
of issues to ensure he enters the post-Trump era on solid ground,
according to two White House officials. ... Among the reasons Ayers
didn't join the White House in January was a long-running feud with
former White House chief of staff Reince Priebus, who reportedly
blocked his ascension to the chairmanship of the [RNC] in December
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