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"M  ting on Asbestos at Dr, Irving J. S likorf's offic , Mount Sini
School of Medicin , N w ¥ rk, N.Y. n September 16 .'1974.

Present w re Dr. S likeff, his staff, Mr., Sh ldon Samu 1, R pr sent-
atives of twelve National or International Uniovna.

Mr. Smsuel opened. the meeting with a discussion of the standards
on Asbestos fibers in the alr. The industry wants the test period
changed from fifteen minuites to ten minuites; there would then b
less chance of finding the number of fibers specifled in the standarmd,

Dr. Selikoffrexplained why the standard i1s meaningless and
should be reduced. It is a fact that some studies show that am ng
P pPle with any exposure to asbestos 40% contact some kind of cancer
and 5-7% contact asbeatosis. The standard is now 5 fibers per cubilc
centimeter of air, or 5,000,000 fibers per cublic meter of alr, The
standard in 1976 will be 2,5 fibers per cubic centimeter or 2,500,000
fibers per cubigc meter. The only fibers counted are the long on s,
there are nany more short fibers where there are long ones. A person
breathes about one cubioc meter of alr per hour, This adds up t a lot
of asbestos fibers under the present and the future standard.

: In 1966 the British Occupational Health Society came out with
th fact that 2,000,000 fibers per hour would not cause asbestosis.
Thoy cane to this conclusion because a Dr. Enox, Yedisal Director for
Turner Brothers, a textile plant, sald that their vorkers were sub] cted
to 4,000,000 fibers per bour and according to his Xerays only l-2 ¢
-  of the workers even had signs of asbestosis; so 1if the fibers in the
, air was out to 2,000,000 per hour there would be:no. cases of asb stosis.
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- The B.0.H.8., the British Government, ocur.Governmment Agencies
n ver gsaw the X-rays. One Doctor in one factory nrade some statementsa
and everyone including ouxr Department of Labor belleved him and asaid
that 2,000,000 fibers per meter was safe-and based our standard on 1it.

In 1970 a new medical director, Dr. Lewisgolm took new Xerays
and sald that 70X of the Workers had sizns of asbestosis.

In 1974 a survey of the 290 warkers who had ten or more years
xposure since 1933, when new controls were instituted, and were
h althy in 1966 showed: that 29 have diled;- T of lung cancer (25%), 3 ¢
¥ sothellozma (10%). The highest death rate in thia country was 207 for
lung cancer, S-6% for Mesotholioma. 3a N.I.0.2.H., took their atandard
from a British plant that really had a vorse death rate than any plant
in this country.. ' : :

Besides the standard being false, only l-3f of the planta take
dust counta so the standard. ia meaningless. anyway. : "

BDecause of ec many people in high Places being embarreased th
above ls not common knowledge. D', Selikof?f said he would vouch for

‘it belng accurate, but he would not reveal his source and i1t would
be off the racord..

Dr. Selikoff told of mesothelioma in children of asbestos workers.
The parent would bring the dust home on his clothes. It would swread
throughout the house and the whole family would be exposed to it. The
doctor had fiv confirmed cas 8 from Union Asbestos in Patterson, N.J..
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: k..had two caseg 1n two days.. On ‘was a fourty two*year old man whoa wfﬁ
" rather work d in asbestos for:one y ar. H died in 'gix months of ther“ fﬂ
s diacase, Another was a fourty. four year old woman whos father only h“fr
‘,workod 8ix months in asbestos, she 'died in four months of-the diseas , .

5 _Th other cages were similar. We.gaw the.X~rays of. three of thes ﬁ"ﬁgv;ﬂ;
Zs35 people. Theyewere very bad..These. people must have been 1n & bad‘wayn.,a_
st Cfor a long time, There.is no oure for mesothelioma.
L The union people have tested the.dust in the attica of homea of
LWLS asbestos workers. Some of these houses havent had an aabestos WOk rr *

4+ .1living there for years..ihey tound aabestoa levels as. hish a8’ 10% or
L th o factory:level. T . . ‘

'ﬁf*g~? ‘ There was communication’ from England saying that the Glasgo .
..Pip Coverers were having one funoral every ton to rourteen days rrom :
V- ~:.‘;un5 cancer or mosothelioma., {;: , ,‘?, .7“ ;u -t | q,, '= . :

Lty l

out. was that ‘we oould not olose & plant that exceeded the atandards;? e
‘7 >Th above material was not known at the time of that decision, so.the
-“union 15 soing to. oontact the Department or L&bor about the deoiaion.:-
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= Adisouaaion of the. Pittaburgh Cornins. Tyler Texas ‘plant waa .
next ‘The workers there were given a Pap test. There are two confirm 4
; cas 8 of small lung cancers plus one case‘that is unconfirmed as y t.,
, ;vTh se. are people whose X=-rays were negative. These -cancers were amall
and. treatable. It was estimated, using the latest knowledge,  that of..
~:nth 900 amployoes thero that 175 will dle. of: 1uns~oanoor and‘SO.or C"m\
- aothelioma. ,,,“ _ Ll .,-ar,‘ xﬂinrm‘ ._n ﬁ-;}raﬁﬁng
“In 1930'the world 8 annual produotion of aaboatoa was 500 OOO
o tona. Now the world's’ annual production is' 5,000,000 tons., We are now
-.. ~8eeing the results of'the low production of the thirtiea ‘and rourtlos. .
c i - We can not even imagine the asbestoas related deatha that will ahow up .
sesle -dn the ruturo from the-lncreased. production now, .. .,&U_ o e ;
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It was. agroed that . thia is a- trade union- problem.—The induatry
18 not going - to do much, and the government is doins lesa..It 8_our-
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enmoan problem and we huve to solvo 1¢, : : e Wl
. ."-.,-. ..‘ .| 3 ﬂ ||_ 'u ., e g, v_‘ T . “' e :_' ."‘:":-“: ..
ER We are going to put. the Departmont ‘of Labor on’ notice that th -
uﬁn;“sstandard is. totally wrons. LT W%ﬁdﬁ ﬂ‘, » ,.fu,, fﬂ,_ _ -.N&t -
3;1 We will contact the Canoer Society and try to get them to do “;fg'
' U.ras roh on meao&helioma. _3ruh, S ' U *N;;j

L

Wo will do all that 15 poeaiblo to 5et zero expoaure ror work ro.-

-;--

X ""Wo will make up a postor listing tho facts,’ dansers, eto. or “
ugasbeBtOB :dn a very.'graphic -way. This. will‘be put in the New York Tim s
o5+ 'and the” Washington Post as an ad. We expect.all Labor papers to carry -
f'i1t and hope othor Papara will. pick it up as a news: story and . publicize
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. Jane Brodle, a newspaper woman from the New York Tiuwse, uvuouuou
the meeting. She exp cts to have a story in that pap r within a vqek-;u

AOTT T TENTOID
40T CGME FRON ?PG FlLE$




