Paco Textures Corporation

057 SOMMERCIAL STREET & SAH CAALOS, CALIFQANIA 95070 o jatng 419T-%t24

August 2

Secretary . ]
Consumesr frodunt Safelty Cemrisgsion
Washingten, D.C. 20207

RE: PROBOSED RULES TQ BAN ASRISTOS FROM BATCHIRG

Dear Setretary:

This letter is in regard o the proposed rules published
in the Federal] Register op July 28, 1977.

The proposal states, "Patching compounds that are labeled
as, markered, and sold solely for induserial use would nas
be within the scope of this ban.* Bowever, it is furvher
stated that the commission considers substantially all
Ppatehing compounds as consumer products under “he CRShH,

We are 2 mediur size company, manufacturing Dry«wall
Joint Compound. s published, the miles would effacy all
of our Joint Compound business even though it is almost
entively sold to the professional market. 1he commercial
industry is alresdy under the regulations ¢f 0,.5.H.A.

The retail or consumer portion of our business is small,
but very identifiable.

If a2 ban is reguired, it should not include material that
is made for commercial or professicnal use, In our
distribution system it is very easy to distinguish between
the retail and the commercial sales. But labeling
asbestog~containing patching compound “£OR COMMERCIAL USE
ONLY" and banning asbestos from containers under 20 pounds
wonld further assure zn effective contrel.

Technology has been approaching & zero level of ashestos in
doint compounds. However, it has not yet reacdhed the guality
Seguired by ohe womuereial mafket. I have, personally, tested
236 different formula changes in the laboratory with little
success, T bhave also evaluated non«asbestos products of

oiher manufacturers and found them also lacking in properties
Teguired by the building industry. The biggest problems being
2 lack of workability during application with shrinking and
eracking after drying. . .

Given six months of furthey development, I feel we could
produce a product for the consumer who does not pregquire a
—_— high production type product and who wouid normally use
& proguet under more ideal celimatic conditions.
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in summary, @ feel that the commission should clearly
exsiuvde the oormercial {professional) marker ant thas

bl - Bad

if a ban is determined to he reguired for the coORsumes |
market, that it be affective 180 days after nublics<ien

af the final rule.

I would aiso like to reguest & copy of the hearing hels
August 15, 1977 at the comuission heaving room, with

raspeqt o the above matzer.

Sincerely,

pougtas W, Merrill

- Research and produmtion
- Managay

PHEM/3lb

ce: 8, John Byington, Chairman(pSC
Jahn Liskey, GIfice of Program Management, CPSc
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