oTATEMENT D% SINATCP JOKN V. TUNKEY

BEFQRE THE ENVIPTMTmIT SURCOMMITTIEE

OF THE COMITWLI LlloiiricsT
AUGUST 21, 16874 - ©:50 a.m.

The Environment Subcommitten «f the Cecmmerce Committee
is meeting today to oxamine evidence on the dongers of vinyl
chioride. This hearing will be focusi o °n wirs tc mitigate
vh2 proplems involved with vinvi chlorioe aF woll 2s ways ©o
avoic crisis of this type im the fut:.z.

It is absolutely indefensible to me that the only way we
ecame aware of the dangers of viny: chloride was because of
the deaths of zt least 16 vinyl chlcride workers. All died
from a rare form of liver cancer vhich, csubsequently, h=s bceen
rectly linked to exposure *o vinvl chloride. Not only does
vvnyl chloride cause liver cancer zrecny workers, but depending
on lungth of exposure, it has also beesn suown to increase tue
IISK of cancer or the lung, lymphatic system, brain, and urinary
crgans.

In response to this situation, tac Occupational Safety
and health Administration hzs propocel & standard allowing no
Cetectable level of vinyl chloride in factory air. The American
plastics ipdustry lLas stated that should this proposed rule
be implemented it would cost the nation up to 2.2 million jots
end as much as $90 billion in annual production.

Vinyl chicricds ”EHJ:":*"TLE: VITXEY3 e ROt the oniv cucs
gered by exposure te vinyl caloride. The U.S. Cersumer

¢t Safety Commission anncunced last weck that 1t will Den
se cf ‘1nyi chioride In fercu2l housohold preduzts. In

i the ban, the Commissicn rcointes U that ''conzumers ove
subject to inhalation of the substance whensver they uc?
s that comntzin it. And there is no known cafe oxrosurc
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The DZnvironmental Protect 2

n.April Z4 tc rpalit the sa o2siicide sprays

ing vinyl chloride. In & 15 curren*tly cXan-
he possiLility that vinrl chlorz%c emissions in the atmoz-
surrounding nanufacturing plants ~osc a hazard in people
ing near ths plones.

J2d an emergency
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The Fecd and Drug Administration ha
vinyl chlovide a3z a pro 3
FZA 1s <urrentl
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use of vinyl chlo
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An obviou= conciusion is the nczd to evaluate chemiczlis
and dangerous substances before peopnls ocre exvosed tc thenm.
_Siace vinyl chizride has been around for so long, bannirs
nw world czuse dvastic dislocation in the plastics indusiry.
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Tith the pre-marke® testing and approval of LOXIC subst

vefore they can inilict death or iilness. I believe it
ssentigl, and 1 hope the hearirg record comuviled tedoay

VaACK thgs up, taat we estioblish some crdzsrly, cowprehensi

Syctam for vaiuatlng SUbStadCea hefnre we're confronted wit

& Hebson choilce bzeween protecring heaith or prescrv;n" jots

The Congress currently is working on legislzation &
an
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