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SUBJECT: L1EAD IN TOOTHPASTE

T0 THE OFYICIAL KEMBERS OF THE LEAD INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION, INC,

Enclosed ie an article which will, I think, be of more than passing intarest.
It states that certain brands of toothpaste—particularly the highly acid, fluoride-
type toothpastes--have been found to dissolve significant amounts of lsad,

In addition, the paint or lscquer outer decorstion on the lesd tubes has
been found to contain from 1 to 5% lead. Dr. Cols, our Director of Environmental
Health, has informed me that there have been cases of both slevated blood leads and

. lead poisoning allegedly attributed to children chewing on such tubes &8 well as
esting the lesaded toothpasts.

Because of this, and the likelihood of further publicity of a highly deroga~
tory naturs in the popular press, Dr. Cole has been informed by Procter & Gamble,
manufscturers of Crest, the most popular fluoride-type paste, that thay will discoo-
tinue use of lead tubes.

If you have suggestions 8s to either how we might assist Procter & Gamble
o and the other lead toothpaste tube users in blocking lead migration into the pasts,
or how the tubes themselves might be rendered less toxic--for example by peifecting
8 tube with tin layers both inside 8nd out, we would appreciate hearing from you.

Sincerely,

¥ oty

Jerome P. Saith
Secretary & Manager
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