
FILE NAME: Ford (FD)

DATE: 1973 Aug 13 

DOC#: FD163

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: Memo - Employee Exposure to Asbestos Fibers



Inter Office
Chassis Division
Canton Forge Plant

August 13, 1973

M r. R. D. B y ro m  ^
Safety E ng ineer 
Van Dyke

cc: M r .  G. Spahn
M r. D. B row n

Subject: E m ploye  E x p o su re  to A sb es to s  F ib e r s

A sbes tos  f ib e rs  in the  fo rm  of Johns-M ansv il le  " t ra n s i te "  boards  a r e  used 
in a l l  a r e a s  of the Canton F o rg e  P lan t as  insulating end, side and bottom 
p la tes  on induction heating co ils , and a s  heat sh ie lds to p ro tec t  personnel 
and m ach inery  fro m  gas fu rn ace  flue gas d isch a rg e .

H eal sh ie lds a r e  g en era l ly  s tandard  b o a rd s  of uniform  s ize  and no m achm ing 
o r  excessive  handling is req u ired .  H owever, fo r the various  induction 
h e a te rs  throughout the plant, approx im ate ly  50 d ifferen t t ra n s i te  d e ta i ls  a re  
req u ired ,  each re q u ir in g  a g re a t  deal of machining.

At this tim e, we know of no effective subs ti tu te  fo r  th is  m a te r ia l  in th is  
application, and y o u r a s s i s ta n c e  is req u es ted  in investigating this application 
and locating an accep tab le  substitu te .

To bring  th is  plant into com pliance  with F o rd  and OSIIA Standards regard ing  
use  of a sb e s to s ,  we a r e  p roceed ing  with p lans to pu rch ase  s e rv ic e s  of an 
outs ide  m achin ing  so u rc e  to rep ro d u ce  t r a n s i te  de ta i ls  a s  requ ired , using 
sam p le s  of p la te s  which the plant will supply. We a re  a lso  proceeding  to 
produce d raw in g s  on a l l  n e c e s s a ry  d e ta i ls  a s  soon a s  p ra c tica l  so that a 
b lanket o r d e r  may be obtained and a suffic ien t supply of machined p la te s  may 
be kept on hand.

H ow ever, the s tock ing  of a  g re a t  num ber of p la tes  in 50 d ifferent configura tions  
and the inability  to sa fe ly  and legally  m ake even the m o s t  m inor in -p lan t a d ­
ju s tm en t to the  configura tion  of these  d e ta i ls  will be ex trem ely  expensive and
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could re su l t  in in c re a se d  induction h e a te r  downtime and lo s s  of production. 
F o r  these  re a so n s ,  i t  is im p era t iv e  tha t the u se  of a sb e s to s  f ib e r s  in this  
application be e lim ina ted  a s  soon a s  possib le .

K. L. ■* m ager
P la n t  E ng in ee rin g  D ep artm en t

R C /lk

Info, copy -

M r. J .  L . C ran d a l l  
M r. A. D arin
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