COPY FOR J. J. LENZOTTI

) THE SHERWIN-WILLIAMS CO. é

101 PRDEPECT AVE.. N. W,

” & M TRER CLEVELAND, OMIO 4110

February 17, 1972

Heneradle C. C. Edwvards, Jr,

Comninsioner of the Feed and Drug Administrstien
Department Nenlth, Education and Valfare

5600 Fiehers Lane

Reckville, Maryland 20882

Dear Sir:

At B meetiag last veek vith representatives of IDA st the Natienmal
Paint snd Coatings Assscistion headguartsrs im Vashingtea, it wvas
svident the paint industry had met communicsted adequately the
ressens vhy it in general was met copable of reducing lead levels
te some of the presently preposed percentages. fepefully ia the
felleviag paragrarhs I san convey to you some of these reasess.

The paseage of PL 91-898 (Jamnary 13, 1972) slearly indisated to us
that no 1asd pigwents in ;eints ceuld be allowed and, sceordisgly,
ve eliminated all lesd pigments in residentisl type ceatings.

lead, hewever, is used alee in smsller quantities as a drier or
cotalyst vhich causes paint te dry, sad smaller smeunte sre intreduced
a8 impurities from soms rav materials. Dased sa existing techneleyy,
ve vars ahls te redace the laad drier cemtent te levels belev 1% ia all
residentinl type paimta. At the presest tims, ae sur fermulas are pev
sotabliohed, ve maticipate that 875 of our interier paimte vill be delev
+085 —= and 135 .5 to 1% based on the velums of preducts preduced. We
are committed te roduce thie 138 te less than ,08% during this calendar
year. The teshnelegy to de this exiets and St is only ths magnitude of
the jeb that requires sems times.

On exterier paints, 405 of our produsts will de at 088 or less; 7% vill
bo 0885 to .38, and thase are primarily latex painte, Ferty~five percent
of our produstion will run between o8 and 1% 154 theee are primarily eil
and alkyd exterior painte, Baodd ob eur inmterpretatioa ¢f vhat regulations
wveuld be edopted, ve had set aa ebjective ta reducs the 43§ hetween .3

and 1% te leoe than 8% W January 1, 1973,

Obvionely mere recent thinking tends to renuire reducting to less than
+08% lead na all residential maint preducts. At the present time we do
net have preven technical capabilities te nroduce all exterisr paints at
this leve) wvith reasonable sssurance the produet performsnce v1ll be
edegquete for the conswmer,
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Vo do have evidence that by increasing other mrtal contents, such g
epbalt and caleium, and in nome inetances introducing zirreniua,
rvasenable rates of drying can be achieved in the lalmratery, Con=
. vidershla wmers research needs to be deme, hawever, hefors ve have a
ressenadle ferl for perfermance in the field under videly Adifferent
veathe r conditions, Leth as te drying eprede and the durahility nf
the costings The purpose of driers is te achieve gond file fermatiam
at tewperatures appreximating 30°F. er less vitheat skinming, crazing,
or vrinkliag under o het sun.

Nevertheleas, forsulas at levels of Jeas than .0GS are deing develeped
te b field tested under setual paimting comditions 1 811 arens of
the ceuntry during this coming summer,

Ve are concerned that should we preduce preducts witheut adequate research
and evaluatien, v could emteunter impreper perfermnnce which, in eur
case, creates a linbility net snly for the csst of The purnt Lut for the
codt of application vhich is sebetantially greater.

It is our coneidered epinion this resesarcth amd evaluation cannet b dene
properly ee as to permit us te convert all preduction te thip level
prier ta January, 1974. Obvieusly any permitted Jrad content between
«06¢ and 8% vill allov us te reformlate fanter.

While perfermance is our prime cencern, it sheuld e printed out thas
presest indieations are that there vill he a censideradle impact on
cesta. Since cest increases vill wary, deperding vpen the smecific
formula, exact estimmtes are difficult -~ lat an increane of 31 o gallcn
at the point of sale weuld seem to Do & comservative estimate.

In sunmation ve submit that vhile eur present teshnalegy

has enabled us te reduce the lead centent te lese than ,08%
in 778 of the tetal callens we jreducs, amd

will in the near fntore permit us to refarmslate all inverior
coatings te this level, and

mkes possible the reduction of lead content 1a exterior pmiats
to 3% by ne later than Jasuary, 1073, but

it does met give us the sapability of redacing the lesd ts .0LS
vithout further research vhich ve feel cannet be adejuataly dene
prier te January, 1974,
Your consideratien is anpreciated.
Very truly yours,
THE SIET/INSWTLLIAMS CO.
”/ - ~-'.§ng—:._'_ [N

HES: AN Techuaical Du:oeur,'tnu ngs
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Polwuasy 17, 1972

basrable C, Co Bbmarda, Jv,
Comnissioner of the Poed md Dvug Aduinistratise
Departunnt Bealth, Bducation and Velfare

Qat 80 1ood pigmats fn puiats cenld be alleved and, ascerdisgly,

tead, bovever, is used alse in smaller quantitios as & drier o
satalyest vhich conses minst % 47y, and smnller smeent)y are iatredussd
s {upuritics frem row matarialee Tased o existing teshaslegy,
lead drier contest %o lowals Yelov 18 4a al)
o AS the presmt tan, » oor formulans are mow
st BTS of our istester miats W1l b Melew
e welane of grofusts pevdnced. Yo
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Ve do have ovidesse Wat by issressing other mtal matents, tuch &
ocbalt and saleium, i iz cosw Lnstanses iatrednting sireesium,
resssandia mates of dryisg wes W ashiaved ia the laderutery. Con~
sidorable mre ruseasch aneds to Mo done, hovever, Wfore W Na% o
reasenable feal for performance 1a the field amder widely differeat
veather seaditisnn, Joth a0 o drying speeds and the darpMility of
the costings The parpese of driers (s to ashiove geed fila formiien
at tenperatares spprezimiing 0P, or Jees vitheat akiasing, eresing,
or vriskling sader o bot same

Nevertheless, ferunlas st levela of less than 088 arv being develepsd
1o o fi0)d tested undor sotual painting sonditions in all areas of
the sommtry darisg \his seuing sammer,

Vo are ssasermd that chould wo preduce preducts vitheuwt sdequate ressarch
ansd evaluation, W oconld cavcanter impreper porfermase vhied, in cur
cane, ervates & liability met culy for the st of the paist Wit for e
ssat of applisatien vhish is sabetaasially greater.

16 is car cousidoved epinien this resvarsh ami ovalaation cannet bo dens
prepriy 30 o8 to peruit ws %o comvers all predestiion to this lowel

prier te Jennsry, 1914, Obwisasly ey peruitied 1ead conteni butwees
+08% and 58 will allew we to refermlate fesher,

While performmane 15 our prime sesssers, it sheald do pointed sat Qat
present ludicstions are that Bisre will be o sensideradle inpest o
codta. Sinee coat insreases vill vary, dependiag upea the speeifie
formls, wsast sstimtes are dif0ieult « s an issrease of Bl o galles
a4t the point of sale wald sem t¢ bo a somervalive catinate.

Iz semmiien v salmit that viile cur preseat techuslegy

will] ia the weer futare peruit es %0 refermlate all isterier
essiings %¢ this low), md

vithoud further sescarih wiish wve Soel sanast be adequatoly deae
prier %o Jumnary, 1974,

Your ceanidarsties is appresiated,

g 17 Toshnisal Direster, Coatings
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