M. L, Sharrah Contirentatl Oil Company

Sentor Vice President High Ridg» Parx

Resaarch and Engineering Stamtord, Connecticut C8504
{203) 3%59-350C

Aoril 2C, 1978

U. 5. Envirommental Protecticn Asency
Office of Toxic Substancas

P. 0. Box 02201

Columbus, Ohic 43202

Centlemen: Re: Form © No, 307447210

The 7ollowing is our respense to the questions on pages 37 and 58 of

Chapter 7, "Imstructiong Zor Reportin: for the Initial Inveantory',

Decembar, 1977 (Confidenrizlity 710.7 Title 40 CFR) in order to substantiate
our claim of confideutialicy.

wnat harmful effects te your competitive position, if any, do you
think would result from the indentity of the cherical substance
appearing on the Inventory? How could a compatitor use such
information, given the fact that the idencity of the substance would
otherwise appear on the Inventory of chemical substances with no

link between the substance and vour company or industry? Would the
2ifects of disclosure be substantial? What is the casual relaciounship
between the disclosure and the harmful effects?

A potential compsi tor and/or customer misht decide to produce
ericr produzc. The Link waich could be telling would bz
supstance and 1ts wo nigue cpplisati. The two or
ntial ecompetitws and,/or custoners mignt weil make the
If our company lost the cpporiunity to produce and mirket
naterial, the lost profit opperitunity sould sxceed several
lars per year.
Hew long sheuld confidential treatment be given? Until a specific
date, the ovccurrence of a specifir event, or permanently? Why?
Answer: Urtil full seale zommerciczlizaticn or approximately ten (10
years, This would orctect cur -2ormareialization crportunity.

Has the chemical substance been patented? If so, have you granted
licenses to others with respect to the patent as it applies to the
chemical substance? If the chem{cal substance has been patented and
therefore been disclesed through the patent, why snould it be treated
as confidencial for purposes of the Inventory?

Angswer: The chemical substance has rot been pavented. U.S. Patent 3,632,676,
3 h

"Wethod of Friction Loss Reducticn on Oleaginous Fluids Flowing Throug
Conduits" s bezn granted covering use of generic swubstances which
inelude the subject chemical substancz. The patent covers a number of
drag reducing materials inciluding ine specific substance which ts the
subjeet of this Yorm Jo. 31742315, No ilicenses have Leen granted to
cthers to date.
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Has the indentity ot the chemical substance bYeen kept confidential
to the extent that your competitors do not know it is heing manulactured
or imported for a coumercial purpise by -tavonea!

Anguwer: Zes
Iz the fact that the chemical substance s being manufactured or
imperted for z commercial purpose publju asailable, for example

in technical jourmals, libraries, ot sfa local, or federal agency
sublic files?

Angwer: o

What measures have you taken o prevent undesired discleosure or the
fact that this chemical substance is being manufactured or imported
for a commercial purpose!?

dnswer: Seueral secrecy agrormernts rave Lgen 2ntered into with

votential uzers.

T what extent has the fact that this chexical substance is manufactured’

or impcrtad for a -commercial purpose been revealed to others? What
precautions have been taken rogarding these disclosures? Have there
been public disclosures or disclosures to competitors?

fe faet thut this ehemieal substance 1g manufactured for a

curpore has beer revecled to O*he’“ only as mentioned in

{tem 8. lzeceot us noted in Toem F 1&9“ there nave been no public
: ‘he szL tanece.

diaeleosures of thne znemicc Lazntt

-

~

Does this particular chemical subsrtaace leave the site of manufacture
in any form, elther as product, effluent, emission, etc.? If so, what
measures hive vou taken to guard igainst discovery of 1ts identity?

Anz 2 chemiczl substance lcaves the site as a product. Sarples
nave 3n7u 2en furnished under secre?; agreements which specifically
provide for non-analysis of the cubstanze and retwrn of all wused
naterial.

V‘l
A—

1f the chemical substance leaves tha site in a product that is available
to the public or your competitors, can the substance be identified by
analysis of the product?

Angwer: Tt probabe could be identijied. Therefore, we have not
provided samplas except urnder secrecy agreements as outlined in Item 8.

For what purpose do you manufacture or import the substance?

Answer: Qh substanee 15 used as a drag reducer in pipelines and as an
anti-misting adlitive for certain hydrocarbon fuels.
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11. Has EPA, another federal agency, ¢r anvy faderal court made any
pertinent confidentiality determinations regardiag this chemical
substance? If so, plzasc attach copies of such determinations.
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Tours very truly,
CONTINENTAL OIL COMPANY
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M. L. Sharrzh
Senior Vice President
Research and Engineering
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