The Louisville Times February 28, 1974

DETECTING AN OCCUPATIONAL DISEASE

As officials of the B. F. Goodrich Co. plant in Louisville have said repeatedly,
it is easy to point out, in hindsight, the failure of the chemical industry to fully
recognize the danger of exposing workers to large amounts of vinyl chloride gas.
The record of the past should be examined carefully, however. For the lesson to -
be learned from the discovery of a probable link between vinyl chloride and several
diseases, including a rare and deadly liver cancer known as angiosarcoma, is
that industrial managers and labor union leaders have a responsibility to be much
more alert to the early warning signals of occupational health hazards.

Five former Goodrich workers are known to have died of angiosarcoma since
1964 and a sixth is ill with the disease. Blood tests have indicated that a number
of employes may have liver problems. So far there is no proof that vinyl chloride

is the culprit, but there is no lack of grounds for suspicion. Could it have been

a mere coincidence that angiosarcoma, which ordinarily kills only about 20 Americans

every year, claimed so many victims in a very small group of Louisvillians?

The U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Administration apparently doesn't

think so. It has classified angiosarcoma as a new occupational disease, and is
considering adding vinyl chloride to its list of cancer-causing agents, as Kentucky's
occupational health agency has already done.

(more)
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2--Detecting an occupational disease/

It is true that 2 company doctor did report back in the spring of 1973 that there
appeared to be a high incidence of liver disorders in the Goodrich work force.

After the discovery of three angiosarcoma deaths, the company did, as it is required
to do by law, inform federal and state occupational health and safety agencies of
its suspicions. Since then Goodrich and other firms have begun searching their
employes' medical records for evidence that might shed additional light on the link
between vinyl chloride and various health problems. The National Institute of
Occupational Safety and Health ha; begun its own investigations.

But why did it take the industry, and the company, so long to recognize the
danger signals? Dr. Irving Selikoff of Mt. Sinai School of Medicine in New York,
the man whose research helped prove that asbestos is a leading industrial cause
of cancer, has testified that there were indications of vinyl chloride's toxicity at
least 25 years ago. Workmen's compensation records show that liver disorders
came to light at the Goodrich plant about 10 years ago. Company employes claim
that workers have passed out or vomited while cleaning the vats in which vinyl
chloride is combined with other chemicals to make polyvinyl chloride. Stomach
problems, according to other reports, were common at one time. Inthe mid-
1960s, workers at Goodrich and at plants in Europe contracted a strange bone disease.
Three years ago, an Italian researcher produced a cancer in rats by exposing them

to vinyl chloride.

{more)
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3--Detecting an occupational disease/

Taken singly, any one of these occurrences might have been overlooked,
In combination, they should have alerted the chemical industry to a potentially
serious health problem., Onmly since vinyl chloride was identified as a possible
carcinogen, however, has there been an upsurge of interest in lowering the
level of exposure in factories and in providing workers with adequate protective
equipment and clothing. The labor unions involved, notably the United Rubber
Workers, the Oil, Chemical and Atomic Workers and the AFL-CIO Industrial Union
Department, have been even more belated in their expressions of concern about
the apparently unhealthy working environment in vinyl chloride plants.

Unfortunately, this has all too often been the story of industry's attitutde
toward health and safety problems.

Goodrich has performed an invaluable public service by uncovering and reporting
the apparently lethal impact of vinyl chloride on the human liver. Since no one
is certain what level of exposure, if any, is safe, the company and other companies
that use the gas in the manufacture of plastics should now Ado everything possible
to make their operations clean. The long-term goal should be a zero level of exposuré,
which has very nearly been achieved in modern chemical plants.

The Kentucky Occupational Safety and Health Standard Board, meanwhile,
‘has acted with commendable speed in reducing the permissible concentration of
vinyl chloride fumes in places of employment from 500 parts per million parts of
air to 50. That standard must now be strictly enforced,

{more)
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4-_Detecting an occupational disease/

The most important result of the vinyl chloride saga, however, should
be a change in the attitude still prevalent in some segments of.American industry.
The first hint of an occupational disease should be taken seriously, and the suspected
cause should be regarded as guilty until proved innocent.
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The following statement, prepared by BFG Canada and issued by John Brooks,
manager, BFG Chemical, Shawinigan, Quebec, appeared Feb. 25 in the
NOUVELLISTE, a Shawinigan publication.

February 25, 1974

Statement Produced by BFG Lanada, PR'ann:tment for vse by John
Brooks, Mavnager, BFG Chemicnl Plaat, Shawinigan

Apcording to cfficials of the U.5. Xationa] Inscitute of safecy
and hcal:p, which ig qonducting investigations, and acientist; and
wedical professionsls of THE B.F.Gocdrich Company, the cancer deaths
reported by the Company may be connected only with processes used st .
the Louisville, Ky., plant. A search of available medical records of
employees at 8ll other B.F.Goodrich plants have turned up ne pimilar
cages. o ;

" B.F.Goodrich Canada Limited has two polyvinyl chloride producing
plantsvin Canada, one in Riagara, Ont., zod the second in Shawinigam.
Corbinad total cmployment is about 300. PVC resins 2ad compounds made
at these plants are te wmake vinyl house sidiag, wire imsularion, pipe,
phoncgraph records and many other products.

As a result of the Louisville investigatiova, BBRG Canada hasn
increased pracsutionary mcasures at both Canadisn plants. This
includes the installarfon of new, highly sophisticated monitoring
equipnent whichrcan derget levels of vinyl chloride gown to very
minute levels.

An isternatlional research effort has been launched by hesalth
agensics, officials and the National Iasritute of Ocecupational Safety
and Health into the use and ¢ffecects of vinyl chloride and BRFGC i=
co-opetating fully with these investigations, Peter Hason, president
of BFG Ganada, said.

He said BFC Canada has been workisg with polyvinyl chloride (FVC)
rezios fpr 25 years anad "ue’know of no detripmental health effects or

2edical prodlems arong workers consected with rthe materials during
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vinyl chloride 13 & suspected cause‘of the diseaze, anglosaarconra,
which has only been reported at BPG's Louisville plﬁnt.

All BFG Canada enpioyecs in TVC production have be:n’advlsed of
the Louwisville cases. The compsuy will shortly begina medical tests on
all PVC plant enployces vhen the correct medieal procedures have been
established. ‘

Inspections have shown that the Canadian plants are operating at-
expo§u¥es well below government prascribed levela. BFG Canada officials
have been in direct contact with proviacial health authoricies in »
Ontario and Quebec. BPFG Canada 18 slao working with indusfry TEpresen—-
tatives_through the facilities of the Canadian Chemical Produccrn— -
Association. The subiect fs 6! induatry coucern and inforzatiom aid
data will be cxchanged through the CCPA on an immediate basis. Thix
is in additien te the onzoing na&ufacturing Chenists Association and
health/eavironmental programs in the United States.

BFG Canada ix curreantly ioplementing programs to reduce levels of
vinyl chloride exposure to the lowext levels poessible. Our enginesrs
are conferring with their counterparts im the industry on safety
pEocedures and oo recommendations of occupational health suthorities.

Sone of these measures include reducing exposure levels to
about one~tenth that now recoomesnded by health authorities. Air-fed
respirator masks are available to employees if, hscause of some rars
abaormality, the recommended exposure level could be exceeded.

While we have no 2vidence of occupational illness among our
Canadian PVC worksrs, cvery effort 18 being wade to keep our plants
wal}l within ghe best safety standsrds availablc; BFG has continued to

=ake improveneants in the plant safety proceduress, techrology and

90088062

eq ipneﬁt since the purehase of the Shawinigan facilities in May 1972.
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CHEMICAL WEEK NEWSLETTER

ITEM 2887--VINYL SAFETY ACTION

BASEL, FEB., 25--1NTEH§ATIDNAL FEDERATICHN OF CHEMIC(L

s ' -

AND GEWERAL WOKKERS IS SPARKING A WORLD-WIDE MOVE T0 ALERT

Pkovbcﬁns OF VINYL CHLOKIDE nomonsﬁ AND PVC .TO POSSIZLE HEALTH
_HAZARb§. 1N WORKERS EXPOSURE TO THE PRODUCTS ANE TO EszBLISH
 ADEQUATE SAFETY STANDAEbs{ MOVES, or'codass. FOLLOV RECENT
VOLUNTARY DISCLOSURE BY U.S. S B. F. GOODRICH THATdeun'uOExgﬂs

AT ITS PUC PLANT DIED FROM RARE FOIW OF LIVER CANCER. THE IFC 15

ASKING 1TS AFFILIATES IN 1AJOR COUNTRIES TO INVESTIGATE 7

INSTANCES OF I1LLEESSES TiHaT MAY HE CONNECTED WITH PVC PRODUCTION.

AND SEHD FINDINGS 7TO HEADQUANTEHRS. URIONW 15 ALSD SEERING

£ida vy

COOPERATION FRCM WORLD HEALTH OKGANIZATION.

BFG23789

L00880¢?



