Merch lu, 1947

Mr. Philip Drinker, ‘

Department of Industrial Hyglene,

Harvard University School of Public Health,
55 chattuck Street,

Boston 15, Mass.

Tear Phil:

I nave your letter concernlng our collaboraticn in snslyticael
work from time to time as required by eclrcumstences at Alton,
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s pianl of American fmelling end rellning Company. Ve

shell e very glad Lo do whal Wwe can Lo uasslst you &nd them ia
this maiter, &lthough we are guite unwiliing tc ve drawn labo

sltuatlons that involve the necessity of testimony in medico~legal
cases; eXeept 84 such 4 situation is &bsolutely necessary. In
mest such situations testimony wlith reference to an snaiytical

$

te meaning can be doune by Jdeposition, snd perhaps ve
h.a point in o case of unuswal slgniiicance.

As you are probably aware, we &re not ilnterested Ln dilagnostic
work icr fees or in medico-legal work for Ifees, anc in the regular

course of our werk of this type ve are much more concervned to have
an adequate record of the czue Ior our own knowledge and sclentific

use than we are in fves. Lowever, we collect ¢5.uv Der analysis
to cover the sctual cost of ke worik vhen Lt Ls nov & rinanclul
burden con & pactient. Conseguently, I should like to have such

infermetion in this iype cof casei oitherwise we would
Justifled in concerning ourselves with 1t, siace a

»2
vably reuslize, cur facillities vould Le used euntlieely

of work if wve vere willing to permit itb.

“he ¢nly other coins of importance is that we Jo nel
o

examine aligquotis of any matsrial. Not ounly iz the
aliquoticn too grest in our minds, cspecially in the

nol be
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you will pro
- ) o~ ey
in ihls typ

1ike to

jifficulty of

case oif &

scmple of urine, but also we do not iike tc do analyses on s&mples

execepl as they sre collscted 1n our contailuers DY methods which we o
prescribe. {(ihe moment a ssmple of urine has develioped & precipi-
tate, 1t ig nc longer suliable for aliguotion, siice the precipliar

1s ilkely to adhere to the conteiner and since it always contains
sizable portion of the esvallsble lead.) We do not like to analyze
& single sample of anythling, in relatlion to a diagnustic provlem.
Father ve Insist upon having multiple samples or more than one
material. Our rcutlne in these cases consists Iin providing the

equlpment for teskling two samples of blood and & srpoc

arine; with Instructions for voth procedures. The conitaliacrs o
be malled to and fro, and the results can be made avallauvle within
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‘48 hours af'ter ve recelve the samples. In thls way we feel sure
that we can obtain rel*able results which we can safely interpret.
‘This. is the procedure that I would suggest in the occaslonal case

i hich our assistance may be desired. There will then be no

er aboui the accuracy of the results of the valldity
.ons drawn in relation to & clinical record and an
@ry Incidenfally the tubes Which %e uupply are

Lcultg and with little ov na a*morfunitJ fo*
- reguire two samples but ch rga for @nly one
oy our Cw¥n purpeges ve choo
arallel. This makes & 1ittle ﬂd‘*tianJl creuale, bqt
hien: the n ts agree all around, the probabllitles in relatlion
uaucnance errors are sosmall as to be at the vvnisn*nb point

I hope this propes&ld will sult you and your friends in the American
Smelting and Felining Company .

Hobert A. Fehoo, M. D.
rAK el

Cboer Mr. L« Jd« Buck
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