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EPA Launches Smart Sectors Program
A Program to Engage American Businesses to Achieve Better Environmental
Outcomes

WASHINGTON (October 3, 2017) — Today, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Administrator Scott Pruitt announced the launch of Smart Sectors, a partnership program between
the Agency and regulated sectors focused on achieving better environmental outcomes. A sector-
based, collaborative approach provides a significant opportunity for EPA to consider more forward-
thinking ways to protect the environment.

“When we consider American business as a partner, as opposed to an adversary, we can achieve
better environmental outcomes,” said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. “The Smart Sectors program
is designed to effectively engage business partners throughout the regulatory process. The previous
administration created a narrative that you can’t be pro-business and pro-environment. This program
is one of the many ways we can address that false choice and work together to protect the
environment. When industries and regulators better understand each other, the economy, public,
and the environment all benefit.”

A sector-based approach can provide benefits, such as: increased long-term certainty and
predictability, creative solutions based on sound data; and, more sensible policies to improve
environmental protection. Program leads for each sector will serve as ombudsmen within the Agency
across program and regional offices. Staff will also: conduct educational site tours, host roundtables
with EPA leadership, analyze data and advise about options for environmental improvement;
maintain open dialogue with business partners and their environmental committees: and, develop
reports that profile the impact of each sector on the environment and the economy.

Smart Sectors aims to facilitate better communication and streamline operations internally at EPA.
The program is located in the Office of Policy’s Immediate Office, which enables the sector leads to
work across EPA’s land, water, air, and chemical program offices, as well as with environmental
justice, enforcement and compliance assistance, and other offices, including EPA regional offices.

ERA s Associale Adiministrator for the Office of Policy, Samantha Dravis, and ERA: Chiel of
Operations. Henry Darwin, announced the launch at BERA Headouarters on Tuesday, Oclober Srd
and were pinad by representalives from across the American economy, including: Aslospace,
Agricuiture, Agtomotive, Cement and Concrete, Chemical Manufacturing, Construction Electronics
and Technolpgy, Forestry and Wouod Froducts, lron and Sleel Mining, il and Gas, Fors dnd
Marine and Ulilities and Power Generation.

“The auto industry is living through what may be its most dynamic moment in hisiory,” said Miteh

Bainwol, president and CEO of the Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers. QOurtechnology is
transforming the driving experience and mobility models. offering more fuel efficient and safer
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transporiation for all We are breaking ground on new plants and expanding existing plants (o build
the most innovative vehicles it the world. Arnd as we jnnovale ant produce, we are a vital = if not the
vital - catalyet for the American economy. providing millions of jobs from coast to coast - bullding,
selling and servicing the vehicles thal animale our economy. The Smaerl Sectors Program benefils us
all by providing an open and ransparent digiooue on policy that s predicated on solid facts ang
meaningful data. Profecting the environment while supporting sconomic growth - these twin goals
are paramount, mutually supportive, and enabled by thoughtful collaboration between government
and business.”

‘The broart Sectors Program shows s a new day at EPA—and that's good news for the
environment and the economy ” said Michael D, Bellaman, president and CED of Associaled
Builders and Contractors. The nation's construction industry welcomes the opoortunity to
collaborate with regulators to ensure that envirtonmental piotection is sireamlined and cost effective.
Thats the way government can help industry be more productive, create more jobs and grow the
ECOnomY.

“The real estate ndusty s leaders are committed lo sustainable buliding management ang
construction practices thal tie directly to their business migsion, said Jelfirey . DeBoer, president
and CEO of The Real Estate Roundtable We look forward 1o parlicipating in EPAs Smarl Seclors
Frogram lo share our indusliy's perspectives on how respongible, measurable environmental
stewardship can help create lobs, strengthen oul economy, spur innovation, and enhance lasting
value for our communities.”

“Madermn agriculture is environmentally sustainable ” said Zippy Duvall, American Fapm Bureauy
Federation president ‘From satellile technology and dala management fo the use of cover crops,
farmers and ranchers continue o adopt innovations tHat ate effective In helpihg them grow more
food with fewer resources. That s good for the environment and good for business. EPA's Smart
Sectors Program provides a framework of welcome collaboration that ermbraces continued
innovation aligned with our comitment to continllous improverment.”

Manufacturers are commilied to protecting the environment and the comrmunilies we serve, and we
appreciate the efforts of Administrator Pruitt to work with us to jointly address cuirent and fulure
eénvironmental challenges,” said Ross Elsenberg, vice president of enérgy and rescurces policy
at the National Association of Manufacturers. Smarter, modermized regulations are an essential
ingredient in supporting manufacturing job growth here in America, so we are exciled that the ERA i
ringing in this vears Manufacturing Dayve=when we focus on building the next generation of modern
manufacturing workers——with a new EFA Smart Sectors Program. This will hopefully vield belter.
stiarter reguiations that achisve thelr environmental goals while empowerning manufacturers (o be
more competitive and create more well-paving jobs il America

e are very pleased thal the steel Industry can be 8 part ofthe Smart Seclors Program, and
appreciate the work of Administrator Britt and his team 1o parner with industyy to develop 8 more
sensible regulatory amework that betier protects uman health and the environment,” sald Thomas
J. Gibson president and CEO of American bon and Steel Ingtitute.

“The American Wood Council subports a smarter, more sensible and costeflfective regulatory
process such as the approach taken by ERA's Sian Sectors Program.” sald Robert Glowinskl,
president and CEO of the American Wood Councll. AWC represents more than 75 percent of
the NMorth Amercan wood products industry, which provides approxdmately 400,000 men and women
with family-wage jobs in the Uniled states. AWC members make wood products that are essential (o
evervday life from arenewable resource that absorbs and sequesters carbon.

“Fhe oll and natural gas indusly 8 a malor economic engine suppoding 10.3 milllon jobs, is leading
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Hroplife America s excited o collaborate with ERA and other stakeholders lo ensure agriculture-
related regulations allow the U 8. food system o advance 28 well ag fead the rising population ” said
Jay Vroom, president and CEOQ of Croplife America ‘Additionally, we believe that through the
Smarl Sectors Frogran and developing productive relationships with the Agency and industry
pariners, we can successfully create the best approach to supporting both economic growth and
advance innovation in agriculture, while protecting the ebvironment.”

CACC appreciates Administrator Pruilt s actions o fosler a more produclive relationship belween our
industry and the Agency through the Bmart Heclors Program, which will help support economic
growth in ways that protect our environment * said Michael Walls, vice president of regulatory
and technical affairs for the Amercan Chemistry Couneil. This program s an opportunity o
have & more open and constructive diglogue about how the chernistry indusliy can continue o fuel
the economy through innovalion while Working with ERA 1o miake American businesses homes and
consumer products more efficient. environmentally friendly and suslainable

DD

L&, Environinenial Prolection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwes!
Washington DG 20004
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reguire regulatory predictabilily — can be carefully aligned with important Agency abjectives for
ensuring nealth and envitonmental protlection ” said Hal Quinn, president and CEO of the Nalional
Mining Association ‘Regulatory policies will be more effective when they are informed by aclual
conditions in regulated sectors

‘Forest Besources Association serves the whole supoly chain from the woods o the mill * said Ryan
Rhodes, director of public relations and government alffairs. The lorest products supply chain
Supports 2.4 million jobs and is dedicated 1o the sustainability of forest land through conservation
and best practices. We look forward 1o working logethar o promole a smader regulatory oulcome,
which promotes both jobs and envirbnmental stewartship”

‘Finding a way o combine a deep knowledae of how to protect the environment with an
uriderstanding of how construction firms operate is the most effective way 1o craft programs ang
policies thal deliver significant envircnmental protections to commercial constivction sites ” said
Stephen E. Sandherr, the chief executive officer of the Associated General Conlraciors of
America. ' The Adminisliator clearly understands that firroe will be able to do more o protect the
efvitonment if the regulations they must foliow are crafled with an undersianding of how smployers
oparale.’

“The Smarn Seclors Program holds greal promize to enable the technology Industry o drve
environmental protecton and economic growth” sald Gary Shapiro, Consumer Technology
Mesociation president and CEQ. "lmproved diglogue and collaboration between industry and the
EBA at the earliest stages will ideally lead o fewer onerous rules that handcuff innovation and job
creglion. Working logether, we can unleash our nation's tech secior (o helb improve environmental
performance and increase sustainability across multiple industre
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