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Mx. W.E. Ousterman :

Kaiser Gypsum /‘I L
300 Lakaeslde Dx. . . T Q
Pakland, Ca. 946064 '

Dear ur. Ouskerman:

In racent monlthe there has been lnireasing interest in
the subject of talc, particularily with regard ta the
nature and extent of its asbheskos content., Since yeu
are one of owr many valued tale purchasers, we fsel
you should he aware of important information on this
subjact,

The Occupatieomal Safety ‘and Health Administration (0SHA)
carrently hag in effact an ashestos standard which pre-
aexribes that enMployees xay be axposed to ne more than
2 ashestos fihers per ecubic centlmeter of air for-an
8~hour time—Weighted average, and tC no maere than 10
asbastos fibelrs per cubic centimeter at any time. In
Octobher, 1875, 0OSHA proposed to lower the H-hour Lime—
weighted limit to 0.5 ashestos Eibarq PEr cc., and s
asbestos fibexs per cd. for any pvaricd not exceeding 15
minutes. Very racently it has heen repurted that¢ the
National Ihsuitute for Occupational Safety and Health has
'reconne ndad j:e respecdtive permicted exposure levals pbe
£

limited evén [further - to 0. aspestos fibers and 0.5
asbmstos £id

rs per co.

In its? Octqhﬁr, 1975 proposal, OSHA defines asbestos to
include chxysotile, amosite, Grocidolita, tremolice,

- anthophyllite and actinolite, and evary prodact containing

any Of these minerals. OSHA also defines an ashestos
fiber as a particulate form of any of these minerals
which is lengéer than § micrometers, and has i maximan
Siameter of 5 micrometers and & length ko width ratic of
At least 3 to 1. .
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The reason for the propused revigsion of the standerd for
occupational exXposure to asbestos is that asbestas, in
its sevcral comnercial forms, has begen associarea with
the preduction o not ounly ashestogis but a varisty of
Saxncers and mplignancies. Bocause of the many unhknown
factors, ineiuding the variability of individeal
response to carcinogens and the absence of data to
establish a sgfe level, OSHA has concluded that enployvee
8Xposure must he redicad’ as low as is feasible., osya
Bropoges toe holad Learings on tha entire subject, but
until those hearings angd subseguent delirerations take
place ‘thaxe will continue to be considerable uncercainty,

HNevertheless it ig prudant for your workers, while using
any tale which might centain ashestos fibers, to avoig
creating dust to the extent possible. Monitoring
pracedures .should be employed to determine dust concen—
trations undex working conditions. Where appropriste,
dust control squipnent oxr gse of respirators should also
be considerad, and worker training Pr¥oqrans implemented .
¥ou will no, ddubt wish to reView the varicus provisions
of tre CSHA standard for ccoupational SXposSure to asbestos
(29 Code of Federai Regulations 1816.1001) and the pro-—
rosed amendments whidch appeaned in the October ¢, 1975
issus of the Federal Register,

8ince we have no control over the conditions of use of
talc products in yorz plant, it is not POSsible for us
to dindicate the airborns fiber concentraticns which
could possibly result from your use of tale., However ,
we <an provide information on the asbestiform mineral
content of the talcs we supply. .

Pfizer research has develaoed the most accurate and
Fensitive methicd available toaday of aralyvzing for
asbastos and asbestiform mirerals in talso. - This method,
based on step scannlag X-ray diffraction, alactron
girfraction, and transmigsion electron microscopy,
Permits identification of true ehrysotila asktastes at
levals ofF 0.5% and fibrous amphiboles, such as tremolite,
at levels as low as 0.1% in the talc. No other identifi-
cation mnethods in -nse today, including optical Microscopy
and seanning electron microscopy, are a5 sensitive and

as direct.
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