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.' We ‘unanimously endorse the posi-
. tion of placing all ingredients on the

~* label and let each of us take responsi-

bility _.fOt_‘ learning. about - protective
measures.. After having the opportu-

" . nity to participate in the IBPAT-OSH

- Safety Training Program; we feel that
learning opportunitiés can be provided

the membership ‘through programs of
* this type: - S

" D.E.West
- Business Representative
e v Local 1010

* . Paint makers are killing profes-

sional painters and ‘consumers now.

This is being done under the supei-

vision of the Federal Governient by

not insisting that all chemicals being

_used in paint and varnishes, thinners

and removers be totally and com-
pletely identified.

’ John Dallio

Local 147

When they say “Use with adequate

" - ventilation,” what do they-mean by

“adequate?” I have worked with
methylene chloride outside with plenty

of ventilation and I still get nauseous.

. " John Puetz.
: . Local 275

Identify product. labels with pic-

- tures of how chemicals are harmful,

and what should be used ifor-safety
purposes. Example: if breathing the
material is harmful, draw a little res-
pirator or mask. . - - :

Dave Moutt

(Cont'd.

Full disclosure is the best. ided 1
have heard of én_a long time. It ‘will
in fact save many lives that otherwise
would be lost. I do not want 10 be
‘oneof them.. " - - . o7

" Cliff Joknson
Local 863

We have been left in'the dark about
the dangers of the miaterials wé work
with much too long. There should be
some kind of warning on the label of
the dapger. to, the people - working
with it. This. can only be doné with
help from you in Washington. ", - -

PR " " Gary Howell
’ Local 371

Manufacturers of dangerous chemi-
cals used in . the painting industry
must be held lable for any accidents
that oceur with their products. If a
painter is injured and the probable
cause was @& manufacturer’'s product,
that manufacturer should pay dam-
ages. : C
¢ - Edward Costin
- - Local 184

I am Spanish-speaking, and some-
times we don’t speak or read English.
What I want is to put signs like on
the highways so we know what it is,
how much danger is in the can of
paint, and what can we use. o

Jorge Cerda
Local 101~

The biggest hazard in the trade to-
day is ignorance. ' T

George R Russe_li
Local 972 Local 637
'WHAT DO YOU WANT?

the label at any cost? -

You are the one who will be affected by the proposed EPA labelling
standard. You are the one who needs information about possible health
effects and ‘ways of protecting yourself and your co-workers. ;
" What do you want? “Fuil disclosure™ of all components on the label?
A telephone number for your business representative or physician to
call for information? If you have to make a choice, would you rather
see information about protective measures on-the label, along with only-
the most hazardous ingredients of a product, while you fake responsi-
bility for finding out about all the product ingredignts? Or would you
rather see all the ingredients on the fabel and take responsibiliy for
learning about protective measures (through IBPAT/OSH Training, for
example)? Maybe you would insist that all this inf.on'nation appear on

IBPAT is putting its muscle into protecting your health -and_safety.
Let u$ know what you want to see on the product label and give us -
your opinion of “fuli disclosure.” Write to 1BPAT, c/o0 Journal, 1750
New York Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006. .

‘ect is an cxample of the growih::

IBPAT supported the performancs
of the Qccupational Safety and Healty;:
Administration (OSHA) in’ testimogy
before the- Labor and Human R,
sources - Committee of the Uniteq
States Seriate. S i
" “IBPAT’s testimony clearly dem,
strates that OSHA programs and
penditures to provide safe'and healt
ful’ workplaces for America’s worke
are not in vain,” said General Prég.
dent’ S. Frank Raftery, reviewing th
achievements of IBPAT-OSHA cooj
eration presented in the testimony. -

The Senate Committee is holdis

petformance of OSHA, as a prelude
consideration of the ill-conceived
Schweiker - Williams ~ “Occupationsf
Safety and Health Improvemenis” £jl
(8.2153), which many in labor fear ¥;
dismantle OSHA. - B )
* “We need more OSHA progra
and expenditures,” said IBPAT during
the course of testifying, “Not fewer.”
The Committee confined all te
mony to three areas of OSHA actj
ties: 1) education and consultation?
2) OSHA enforcement; and 3) an ov
view of OSHA’s progress during
10-year existence. o
As one of the most active and su
cessful grantees of the OSHA New:
Directions Program, which funds th%
IBPAT/OSH Project, IBPAT wil
honored to be stlected. from am
many willing organizations to pr
testimony about its education and ted
nical assistance activities.- .
- “The reqiest to testify is a c
and. recognition of IBPAT’s - accof
plishments,” says Raftery.. “We
have a right to be proud of our led
ship in this field.” = 3
~ Partly because - the IBPAT/OS]
Project was funded- with'a traini
contract one-and-a-half years befd
the OSHA New Directions - Frog
began, the IBPAT/OSH Project is
out in front in its efforts. For exampl
the Project last year trained ove
third of the total workers who recei
training under New Directions
Prqgra‘ms, which number over 9
. This is why the IBPAT/OSH P

success to be expected of other OS!
Projects in other unions, universl!
and private companies. " © - Uy
. IBPAT Research Director Fraf
X. Burkhardt, who prepared IBP

‘written testimony with OSH Proj
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Director Marilyn Larson and IBPA

oversight hearirigs to investigate the




irections Program. -We have “heard
specific and good testimony which
‘shows, the money is well spent.”
IBPAT's testimony focused on eco-
ornic argumernts for health and safety
cation and improvements in work-
= ing .conditions—what BRurkhardt calls
“more bang for the buck.”
Burkhardt told the Senators how
ucated IBPAT members successfully
demanded removal of asbestos from
drywall taping compounds in the early
970’s, with the result that fewer
workers will contract asbestos-related
discases whose medical care costs
would be botne by the public. Burk.
- hardt also explained how IBPAT and
nformed IBPAT sandblasters have
obtained air-conditioned blast hoods,
Use of the hoods, at a cost of about
4.50 per day, has increased worker

Committee ‘member Sen
:;.ﬂn and friend of workers,

fight every effort to break 1t
tions,” RS

acob ‘Javits (R-N.Y.), elder states-
‘made a strongly worded statement
-Support for the protection of working people. Sald Javits,
have fought off efforts to emasculate the [OSHA] law. 1 will
ide open with broad eéxemp- .

Presenting IBPAT's testimony begor’éAthe' U.S. Senate Labor and Human Resources.

Committee is Research_Director Francis X, Burkhardt; seated directly behind
Burkhardt are Rod Wolford and IBPAT/OSH Project Director Marilyn Larson.
At Burkhardt’s right is James Wolfe, of the Moulder's Union.

/ . .

Telling the Senators to overlook tional disease thrusts too many Ameri-
for 2 moment the human suffering of can workers, Burkhardt told the Com-
sick and injured tradesworkers and mittee exactly how lowered -worker
their families and to forget the quick-  productivity contributes to the destruc-
sand of poverty into which occupa- _tion of the economy. L

: C o - (Continued hext page)

-

-conce ve?! _“Occupational .
ill (S.2153), Sen. Richa
JOSHA’s New Directions




.. coatings mdustrxes alone .could - easily

" lostin health costs, - i surancé pre

; "researchmg occupatlonal health " an,

.“Tlus is all unnecessary," ‘

“these condltlons around Th

mjunes and illnesses in 'the pamt and

miumis, lost wages and lpwered pro
ductmty - _
While progress has been’made i

safety problems and in writing OSHA
standards, all this must be communi

cated to the worker, “The worker is

the ultimate agent of change,” Burk-
hardt told the Committee. “Our ex-

perience shows that tradesworkers will - :
go far in making: dergapds and in' -

doing so will improve health and pro-
ductivity.”

Concluded Burkhardt, “No one is
more concerned about inflation than
an orgamzatlon representing wage-
carners. But, in casting about for
causes, let us not mistake the treat-’
ment for the disease. We must recog-
nize the causal link between the health
of the nation’s workforce and the

. health of its economy.”
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. d.
. Burkhardt '“because ‘education ‘can- -
t(lr

Sen. Howard Metzenbaum (D-Ohio), right, and Sen. wmIams (D-N.J) follow IBPAT"
wrilten slatemen] as Director Burkhafdl testifles.

Fu!l coples of the test:mony are
available from: The Journal, c/o
IBPAT, 1750 New -York "Avenue,
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006.

Senator Orrin Hatch (R-Utah), no fﬂend
of labor, appears appropriately disaf”
pointed as - he listens to testimony Of‘
= OSHA’s successful programs  and

heed for more and better health a
" safety efforts. :
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