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See correspondence dated November 29, 1955 frbm Dr. Morris Fishbein
regarding this article, "PROGRESS TOWARD INDUSTRIAL HEALTH IN 1955",
filed under Flshbein (in General Correspondence) . '



PROCRESS TOVARD TUDUSTRIAL HuALTH IN 1955

The investigation of the potential and actual hazards to tho
hoelth and weil-being of the peopls who perfénm the work in indus=-

- tydal organizatlons continubs to be the foundation on which the

structure of modorn industrial medicine is being built, The ine-
creasing volume of publlishod reparts of such investisations cone
ducted in loboratories and ﬁedical groups within industry, in
covermaental agencles, in universities and in private'reaearoh
organizationa‘testifies to the rrowth of tho armamentarium of
preventive modicine in industry. In view of the great bulk of

the incomplete and un;ublished work of this type,\and espoclally
because of obstacles of many kinds that delay end cometimes pre=
vent the publization of clinlcal, epldemiologic and toxicologilc
informetion, theo appralsal of the progress made u}thin;any caleonday
year 1s almost impossalble. Certainly this cannot be done in a
realistic mannar by singling out a few of the contributions to /
the yoarfa crop of scientific publicatlons. The published material
is tho prinecilpal tenglble produst, bub in a relatively ncw fleld of
scientific endeavor, the increase in the gquantity and in the gan;
eral quality of the product is morevliksly to be e valid index of
progress than is tho individual éontributicn or discovery, unless
the latter is of such opoch~making character as to require no
~unusual wisdom for 1ts recognition, What is more to the point of
these remarks, progresg in a developlng field of prefessional
practlice nmay be represented most significantly by the ripening
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of a concept within the primary and ancillery groupa’inv°1ved

in the general uifbiplino, whcreby (rowing knowlcdge flows
stoadily and viborouslj through the ovenues of professloncl cducciion
into tho cormmunity or scgmont o* the conmmnity that hes been prepared
to ino 1t onplicetion. |

{he typs of proLress envisaged above 18 the outstending char-
acteristic of the yoar 1055 in the Tlold of industricl hoalth. It
has not come about within this one yesr, nor is it, in any sonso,
complete. Certain aétivitiaa of recent yoars have taken definite
form within the yoer, however, providing conventlonasl landmarks
which may not be disregarded or taken lightly., Of theso the most
symbolic is the aifilietlon of Occupationel Medlcine with Aviation
Medicine and Publle Hoalth within the Amcricﬁn Board of Preventive
Hedicine, which wes anproved at the last meeting of the Amerlcan
Medlcal A»sociatﬁgn in ftlantle City in June. The significonco of
this affiliation lies not 50 nuch in the immedlate avent as in the
manner of its accomplishmont, the validity of tho cleim made by
industriel physlclans that occuyétionai-madicina is a specilelized
riold of medical knowledge und practice, and tho promise which the
accorplished fact holda for the future of the specialty.

Behind the recognition of the spoclalty by the Council on
Modical Education and Hospltaols of the Amerlcan Modicel Association,
und by the Advisory Board for the Medlcal Specialtles, lico the

developnment df a sound core of professional training in a number

of schools in this countfy and abroad, by means of which, more than

by any other criteria, the nature end scope of pccupationél MOC
icine (cormonly spoken of as industrinl modicine in 1ts limitod

application to industry, as differentioted from its pensral concern



with the impact of man'a cccupation upon his health) came .to be .
dqi‘inad. Back of this i::'airdn;;;, too, lay the atill crowing awaro=
noas vofb industrlal physiclans and medlcal oducators that the
Lyriunic nouds of our inustrial zoclety deomand, for thelr satisw
faction, *Lha applicaticn of a now brand of preventive medicine;
that,‘ without abendoning the disciplincs and techniques of preveh—
tive medlcine which have seorved the oommiw well in the era
characterized largely by microblotic threats to human hoalth,
| there 1z urpgent need to cultivate the new‘méthoda of & preventive
medioine thab will bring under control the hazerds to health
created by man's arplicat:.ons of the physical sciences to his
dally 1ife. 7he palliative character of industrisl medioina, :Ln
its carlier preoccupation with the traatmen’o of .the "end results
of human exposure to .dangerous environmental conditions, and with
~ 1ts emphasis on disabllity and wcrkmn*a compenaation, is giving
way rapldly to the viewpolnis and techniques of 1ndustrial nygiene N
cnvirormental appralsal and control, and rehabllitation, The | :
ultimate social and-economic consequences of this change in viewe
point and strategy can only be imagined, but they begin to be
apprent,. i
| The effecta of the now orientation of industrial medicine,
now potentlated by formal professionsl sanction, mey be expected
to find their way into gemeral medicel practice, by virtue of the
groving domends mede upon physicians generally_to spend some part
ofvthair tims in industrial practice, especiﬁlly in small induse.
tries, Approximately half of the Amorican wosz force 1is employed
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in such‘1nﬂustéieé, and tho almpat utter ;ackvpf preventive
rmedicine within these thousands of establishments is an oute
standing problem of industrial end cormunity health, American
medicine has shown groat capocliy for responding to clear calls
to duty, znd it is to be expected thaf the new knowlodge of
preventlve medicine in industry will finﬂ expression and applie-
cation throuch appropriate empiasis on this aspect of the train-
ing and practico of phyéicians. A hopoful sipgn of progress in
this direction has been monifest in the consideration given to
this subject in recent months in conferences of practicing phy-
éicians and medlcal educators.

The recognition and the definitlon of occupational medicine
ns a speciallized fleld of medical research, training and practice
hog evén vider potentlial consequences, howover, than those sug-~
pested above. It has beon apparent, recently, that modéfn indus-
trial production and distribution have alterod not only the en-
vironment in which the work of the world is done but also thé

physical basls of moderm life. The hazards of industry show theme

| selves on stroets and highweys, and {ind thelr wey into mants °
food and water supplles and inte the alr he breathes, in the ‘
form of chemlcal contaminaﬂts;‘they invade the houschold as the
machinery of comfort and convenlence, and as chemicals that find
e wide range of usage. The ovidence for the reallty of these
hozards ls soen in the high incidence of fatal and disabling
accldents, ospsecially on the highways and in the home, In the
latter connectlon, a now mechanism for the distribution of pore-

tinent information in emorgoncy has come into existence, as a
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vsig;n of the times and also a8 a algnificant note of progress, in
that Ypoison centers" have been and are being set up in a numbey
of eities, Those are in readiness to convey to physiclans the
aveilable ini‘omnétion for the prcmpb handling of éa&ea of accldene

tel polsoning now so common, ospecially among small chilldren.
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