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HISTORICAL REPORTS ON DEFENSE PRODUCTION
EXPLANATORY NOTE

Early in 1951, the President requested the Director of the Buresu of the Budget
to establish & Faderal Defense History Program for the agencies engaged 1n emergency
activities following the Korean crisis of June 1950.! The purpose of this program
was to prepare for the guidance of officials in the event of future emergency a use-
ful record covering the experience of each of the defense agencies concerned with
some particular aspect of the current mobilization program.

T e riee o Baztisiewd Repueie i Sedcnes Tasvmeidne snoside <o va
periance of two ot these ngencuu The National Production Authority and the De-
fense Production Administration.? Collectively, these reports provide a substantial

body of reference materials about the major sspects of NPA-DPA operations. In-
dividually, the reports contain, in varying degrees of detail end 1n varying degrees
of adequacy, the basic facts about particular functions, programs and sctivities of
the -two agencies.

The individual reports in this series fall i1nto three general groups: Joint
CPA-NPA Repuiica, DDA NMeporte, and NPA Pijurts. Three copies of ench repore,
complete with text and documentary Appendices, were prepsred. One of these copies
is on file with the library of the Buresu of the Budget, and two copies are on file
with The Netional Archives where they are available for permanent reference.

The text of esch report, without the appendix mater:al, hes been reproduced to
meet two needs: First, those of peace-time mobilization phnmng officials; and
second, those of operating officisls in the even: © "L . N oeepr
of copies sdequate to fill these needs has been placed in 'h- ‘xbran n" the NFF;re
of Defense Vobilisstion. Since the reports are mtendcd For Official Use Only.

. no other distribution of copies has been made.

A number of points should be kept in mind by officiala mexing use of the.e ma-
terials:

1. The series dues wot include an over-all integrated analysis or critical
evaluation of DPA-NPA cperations. This was not underaken because an adequate,
qualified steff was not available, and becsuse it was necessary to bring the histor-
ical progrem to conclusion before all sspects of the Defense Production Program had
been compisted. However, in the case nf several DPA Offices and NPA Bureaus, the
reports originslly submitted by their divisions have been brought together into s
single office or bureau report. This was done to give & more unified and integrated
account of operstions in the ares concerned.

2. Several important sress are not adequately covered, including: The Office
of the DPA-NPA Administrator; the Office of Conatruction snd Besources Expsnsion,
DPA; the Office of Production, DPA; the area of Internationsl Activities, DPA;. and,
the srea of Post-Attack Production, DPA.

3. Tha period covered varies from repart to report. In all cases, they begin
with the inception of the function trested and extend through an arhitrary cut-off
date, either late in 1952 or eurly in 1953. The reports thus cover primsrily the
period 1n which orgsnizations! and operational problem were most serious, but they

'l‘zur. The President, o Prederick J. lawton, Director, Furesu of tha fudget, Januery 29, 19S1.

Steps tahon to implement the President's progrem by DPA and NPA ere indicated in the following documente
Loteer, Mamily Flotochmana, DPA-MPA Adminigiretce, to Fredersch J. lseton, Director, Rureeu of the Rudger,
August 13, 193); Memorandue, Menry M. Fowler, DPA-NPA Administrator, to Heade of el MPA-NPA Officee and Pu-
rnove, Sune 9. 1952. Por s ful) eccount of the DPA-NPA Hiatory Vrogrem ess Report No. 3 ‘Executive Secretary’s
Offree) in thie saries.
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T;roly set the stage for the reorganisstion end decontrol actions initisted eariy in
53.

4. The reports were prepared by opersting officials and hence tend to reflect
the views of the opersting office or division. Authorship of ssch individuel report
is indiceted in the mamorandum of trenswittal which is here reproduced slong with
the text. No attempt was made by this office to substentislly reviea the individual
reports as submitted hv the various divisions and offices. Only minor editorial
Chafgss Ml Liaiges ma.u FEAPECL LU Lhe [UTE O Presentstion wers maae. iwwceer,
where appropriate, the reports were reviewed and corrected for legal sccurscy by the
Office of the Genersl Counsel. Classified materiel wes deleted from the text, but
many of the official copies, especially the Appendices, filed with Tha Nationsl
Archives, contain s wide. variety of clessified documentas.

5. Specisl sttention is called to the Appendices, most of which contein basic
documents relating to generel policies and programs, and to genersl rad cpeciel
onersting procedures. Footnots references to these materisls are cerried in the
:zxi of tiie reports as a guide Lo che docusenis wnich ere readily aveilable for use
at The National Archives. :

Although the reports in this series sre limited to the extent indicated sbove,
it is hoped that they will prove useful to those who may be charged with ths respon-
sibility of defense planning, and with actual mobisizstion in Lhe event of e future
nationa! 2merpency. Additional sowrces of informetion for use in this connection
will be found emong the permanent records of the two egencies, and i i Sihil 1¢-
ports expected to result from the Fedsral Defense History Prugiea.
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Historical Reporis on Defense Production

Jeint NPA-DPA Reportas

Orgmnization for Defense Production
Administrative Mansgement
Expediting and Documenting Executive
Actiona

Pubiic "2forwma i Palizias ard Drg.

grave

Production and Distribution Contrels

Economic Statistica in Defense Mobili-
zation

DPA Reports

Alminum Facilitiea Expmsion for De-
fense
BExpansion of Facilities for Defense’
Legal and Legislative Activities
International Activities!
Labor Participation in Defense Produc-
tion
Mobilizetion Base Policy and Program
Development .
Production Policy and Expediting?
Conservation of Materisls'in Defense
Production
Prograsming for Defense Production

- NPA Reperts
Assuring Equity in the Aduinistration
of Control Orders and Regulatians
Enforcement of Programs Through Admin-
istrative Adversary Procesdings
Legal, Compliance and Enforcament, end
Legislative Lisison Activities
Consultation With Industry
Sem)! Business in Defense Productiom
Mainteining the Civilien Fconowy for
Defonse
Labor Participation in Production for
Defense
Fecilities end Comstruction
Zarly Orgenization for Industry Opers-
tions

‘l-polu sel precesced, Cepiee In Bationsl
Arenives enly. .

=

NPA Reporta—Con.
No.
25 Mstals wnd Minerais Buresu Operations
26 Aluminum and Magnesium
n Copper
2 Iron and Steel
29 Miarel lqnomia Metala ond Minarsla
30 Sal vagse
31 Tin, Lead &d Zinc
32 Chemical, Rubber md Forest froducts
Buresu Operations
33 Chemical s
34 Containers and Peckeging
5 Lumber and Wood Droducts
3% Printing and Publishing
37 Pulp, Peper and Paperhoard
38 Rabber
39 Industrial snd Agricultural Equipment
Buresu Uperations
40 Agriculturs] Machinery and Isple-
monts
41 umstruction Mechinery
42 Electrical Equipment
4 Bhgines and Turbines
“ General Cosponents
45 Generel Industrisl Equipmeat
46 Metalworking Equirvent
« Mining Machinery
48 Motor Vehicles
® Pailroad Equipment
50 Textile, Leather and Specialty Equip-
nent Puresu Operations
si Aircraft
2 Communications Equipment
53 Consusar Dursble Goods
4 Electronics
85 lssther and Lesther Produots
$6 Métion Picture and Photogrephic
Products
§7 Ordnance and Shipbuilding
58 Scientific and Technical Equip-

ment
59 Service Equipment
60 Textiles
61 Water Resources

62 Policy and Progran Coordination
63 Field Service Activities
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MENORARDUN Japuary 31, 1953

TO: Nr. George W. Auxier
Bxsontive Besoretary, NPA

FROM: Harry B. Bbarpe, Deputy Director
Miscellaneous Metals and Minerals Division, WPA

SUBJECT: Wistory of Niscellansous Matals and Minerals Divieion

In accordance with youwr msmorandum of July 21, 1952, we
have prepared -a history of this Division covering the principel
activities from {ts inceytion through ths first part of 1953, It
& 1eribes our principal sssigoments and the prodlems involived in
administering omr responsidbilities during that period.

The history was writtea by Joka R, Steinhauer with the -
sasistance of maxy of the specialists and other mambera of this
Division.
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1. QRCANIZATIOR AND FUNCTIONG

Background

The Miscellaneous Mstals and Minerals Division was included
in the plans for the Naticmal Production Authority when that agency was
established. Officially, however, its opsrations did not begin until
its bud et vas established on July 11, 1951, Mr, F. H. Hayes was appointed
as the first director of the Copper Division and was also responsible for
the aa~!snsw. ' that vere comsidsred as the Miscellaneous Metals and Miner-
als Divisicz, He ocontimued in this capacity until April b, 1954 when
Mr. Barry B. Sharpe wvas appointed as acting director of the nev Misoella-
neous Metals and Minerals Division. Mr. Sharpe was well qualified for
this position, having bean assistant to the director of the Miscellsneous
Minerals Division of the Var Production Bosard and having goverumental
responsibility for these assignments during most of the intewim period,
He became Deputy Director on October 4, 1951, when M, Willdium A, White,Sr.
vas appointad to the position of Director. Mr, White had had exceptionally
broed experience in industry including the production and processing of
minerals, as well as & broad knowledge of their ocourrence and usac.
During World War I he was associated with the War Trade and War Industries
Boatd, especially in compiling the Tungstan Report, From 1943 to 1949 he
was Admimistrative Director of Union Mines Development, Union Carbide and
Carbon Corporation, opsrating & secret Govermment comtract with the Man-
hattan Project (now the Atomic Energy Commisoion, eviiumving wurld.
Tesources of & strategic metal, He continued as director until Cetclar 2,
1952, vhen the assigments of the Tin, lesd and Zinc Division were coneol~
idated vith ocurs and Mr, Exrvin V tecams director of the combined
division., Mr, Vogelsang wvas particularly well qualifiea tor this assign-
ment, bedng faxiliar vith the operations of both governmemt snd industry,
During World War II Le was Director of the Tin, Lead and Zinc Divisien of
the Var Production Board and has oontimied to have govermmental responsi-
Y231 Zor {lose sseignments, Pricr ¢o World War IT he was active 4n’
various phases of the non~{errous metals and Einerals industiries.

This Division is resporsible for more than 100 active assign-
ments, vhich includes practically all the metals and minerals exoept
those assigned tn the other three metals divisions and in twrn they are
ocovered in other parts of the history of NPA., The assigmments and respon-
81bilities of tris Division are aimilar to those of the former Miscellane-
ous Minerals Division of the War Production Board., The latter agency wes
sucoseded by the Civilian Produstion Administration on Novesber 2, 1945,
and, at that time, our present assignments were placed in the hands of
Mr, 7, H. Fayes as Director of the Minerals Division. Under his able
guidance the problems diminished and the responsibility for the asign-
ments passed through the Office of l4quidation and the Office of Material:
Distribution into the Office »f Industry and Commsrce in the Department of
Commsroe., The problsms that developed after World VWar II and prior to the
Korean oconflict were comparatively minor and Mr, Hayes was able to handle
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them with & ckeleton force and with the benefit of skilled advice frox
specialists who were maintained on a consultant basis,

Asaicopent of Materials snd Froducts to the Division

Officials of the Division worked closely with the Divi..on of
Product Assignments in dstermining our assignments and re-gonsibilities.
It is important that all minerals, no mattar how seemingly unimportant
they may be, should be definitely assigned to a particular division and
the Jimits of *he .. soonsihilitien clearly defined, Some 300 mineral
products were az.!;n.d here with the expectation that only a few woulu
become sufficiently critical to jusify careful study or to need def-
inite control, The fact that many of these metals and minerals are of
foreiga oTigin imposes an additional problem that becomes particularly
serious in times of emergency. The assigmments were confirned to mater-
ials whersver it was practical to do so. In some cases, 1t was not
desirable or satisfactory to divide the responsibility between the raw
matemialqg and the end products, with the result that some manufactured
products were also assigned to this Division., Such assignmenta include
some ceramic and glass procducts, asbestos products, fiber glass, and
artificial graphits and carbon procucts.

an Inter-agency question developed as tu the area of respor-
s1bility for the production of minerals., Officials of this Division
met with officials of the Department of the Interius anu apréea uis
Defense Minerals Administration in the Department of Interior should
be responsible for the production of minerals, and that the responsi-
bility should generally carry through the first stage of proocessing.
This resulted in the issuanoe by National Production Authoraty of
Dslegation 5, which conferred to Defense Minerals Administration thae
necersury Authority t. iovalcp n plan for the expansicn of mineral
production, ana definsd the limit of their authority in processing the

ores. An important factor in meking this decision was that the mamufaoc-
Twrer -7 xlergmoon. mlving zesllnesT wene, in mare easee. the meakers
of the surface equipment used in the early stage of processing. 1In

many cases, "surface equipment®™ could not be generally defined as
distinet from “underground equipment® and by combining the assignments
in ~: agency, the mamifacturers could preient their problems and obtain

assistance more readily.

The following chapters reprssent the story of many critical
and strategic metals and minerals and the part they have played in
building up our defense and ths actual implements of war. New uses
have been developed largely through the urgenc® of ocur defense effort
and many of our assigrmente have moved from a relatively obscure place
in the industrial realm to the critical list of most needed items, The
mterials, almost without exception, are little known to most people
but they are basic industrial materials, upon vhich depen many of the
ond products which are so familiar to the general publio,

kS
(LA
P

FER
n-

4
.
vrooee e wm
[ Oy
B
o DN
D w lr
s o
%o
§~:3
C:-‘
[N
Rigi
Bs5¢
-
”
T
X
L[’:‘
LA
w2
-
~
N
,J
=<
!
-
\
~—




Sialfing Frebleno

The problems ccnfronting ibe Division contimied to mount through
1951 and it becams sxtremsly important that competent balp be obtained as
rapidly ss possidble, Because most of the assigmuents are so highly sjecial-
1sed that fev people are familiar with the general or detailsd problexs
encountered in handling them, it was a ocontimuous problem until long after
the other divisions were fully staffed. By the end of 1951 approximately
50 people were smployed in the Division and were beccming aoquainted with
thy Tartm. opnhieme  that had Aaveloved., but tba services of specialists
in some fieldr wese 8till lacking. The better supply of most metals during
1952 vas reflected to some extent in the assignments of this Division.
Shortages in the supply of metals assigned to the Tin, lead and Zineo
Division had almost entirely disappeared and for a more %fficlient opera-
tion of the two divisions they were combined on Ootober 1, 1952, As the
problems becams lighter it was apparent that some of the persomnol was no
longer nseded and substantial reductions were made during late 1952 and
22x1> 1953, Tha lack of specialists, however, was severely felt during
the entire period,

Deyelovment of Controls

Most of the assignments in this Division represent industries
consisting of. or dominated by, one or & very few oompanies, It has
been desirable, therefore, to discuss the indiviuual prubiess oI socn
industry and give such informal assistano~ as vas deemed necessary
wvithout the formality of actually issuing ocontrolling orders, In other
cases; it bas Leen necessary to institute oontrols and the folloving
orders have been issued:

W54 -~ Platluam

M-66 « Artificial Craphite and-Carbon Rlectrodes

%91 ~ Selemium

M-96 - Spi.ming Crades oi Chrysotile Asbestos Fiber

ST " Wl vasss —~

¥-102 -« Crushing Bort,Diamond Powder or Dust and
unclaimed Diamond Material

Particular prodblems necessitating the issuance of sach of the above orders
are discussed in detail iv folloving parts of this history and coples of
each of these orders are attached, The lack of similarity between these
orders should be noted. It 4s indiocative of the various types of problems
encountered in this Division. The orders theaselves are a cross section
of every type of material conservation order that has been issusd during
this emergency. Easing of material shortages caused study to be given

to the lightening of soms of the restriotions imposed by these orders,
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The need for advice from industry could best be met by estab- §~ [
lising Industry Advisory Committees. Careful consideration was given § E' B
to the membership of these committees and the advice given by them was ! £39
valuable in planning actions and controls over ths various industries 2
they repressnted., Through this medium the industries were also kept :
informed of policies, regulations and actions of the National Productlon .
, Authority, with regard to matters relating to their particular field. RS
B D-::_J.l:; ol ey Memmieind ) thate mq.::-n#‘hhr vare antied ted. ::' ‘./
Advice wvas soliciiou Irom the members concerning methods of incrensing . ,& r,
stringent supplies and controlling most effectively the distribution - ¥
ot of mnst materials, The following Advisory Committees were established: v
M
Artificial Graphite Producers
Asbeatos Fibre & Textile Mamufacturers N
2 . Autometic Machine Made Glass Tumbler, Table, Kitchen N
S § and Jetking Weve
5 : Built-Up Mica Mamufacturers e
Carbon Bruah Manufacturers <
Condeaser M{ro. & End-Use Raw Mica Fabricaters T
Custom Raw Mica Fabricators
Frit Manufacturers -
Graphite Crucible Manufacturers . \
Handmade Stcm, Table and Art Glasaware ¢ |~
Industrial Diamonds - ] l
Kyanite and Midlite
Mica Importers
Natural Graphits Importers-Frucessors
Platimm
Seleniux IToducers "
Semi~Vitreous Dinnervare
Steatite Electrical Poroelain -
5 Technical, Scientific, Illuminating and Industrial Glacsware
é Vitrified Chinawnre 6
f The recumuwsndations of these comxittees were very important 1n
¥ developing controls of all types and in many cases, we were able to avoid . O
formal control actions through the cooperation of the committees or their
3 indivicual members. The activities, objectives and accomplinhments of and
these comxittees are discussed at lsugth in the individual commodity -
reports which comprise ensuing parts of this history.

To insure a ocomplete understanding by other government agencies
3 ‘ of proposed controle and other peading actions, s Division Requirements
4 f Comxittee was established in June 1951, It has not been necessary to
i call a meeting of the entire committes but all interested mumbers have
been regularly called together for meetings on Cryolits ani on Selemium.
Details comoerning these meetings are discussed in appropriate parts of
this history.
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In addition to these comdttees, personal contacts were main- - ? .
tained with most of the other government agencies., Harmonigus relationa e e
were maintained at all times for the mutusl exchange of data The advice E’:! ol
i obtained from these specified sources has been valuable and cars sho'ld L
7 be exercised to continue the usefulness of their services. g E;
Ths Contralled Materials Bl g
-

The diversified asaignments in this Division include twelve

. items classed ss "B" products under the Comtrolled Materials Flan.

Gbpewdl atily YN LriZiarl gyplicationg fov Aamirallad materials ware

7 received, After carefully screening these applications we havs alloted

sbout 3500 tons of carbon steel, 75 toms of a’loy steel, 175,00 pounds

N of stainless stesel, 700,000 pounds of Brass MLL) ~aprer, 230,000 pounds
of Wire M1l copper, 1,500,000 pounds of Foundry copper and 150,000
pounds of Aluminum to them per quarter, In each code the amount of
controlled materials used was small vhen comparsd with the cther
materials needed, or vhen ocompared with the value of the fini:ched
poelucts, The Defense Pradnetion Adminiatration, through its Require- .
mants Coomittee, recognized that fact and supplied us with the necessary
materials to meet our mamufacturing needs, Questions arose conserning
the "B® produot alassification of some items, but, in each case, the
benefit of the doudbt wvas given in favor of the manufacturer and the
applications vare processed in regular mamner. In no case was & zami-
facturer forced to shut down or curtail his opsrations becauns of the

@) lack of an allotment of oomtrolled materials, The procedure aliowing
self-certification reduced our mmber of original applisations to 2« for
the second quarter of 1953, '

Eatablistment of Branchas and Secticns

The diversification of assignments necessitated a large
mmber of operating sections within the Division, A total of 13 seo-
tions were established and in nearly every case the problems and
responsibilities were antirely different and apart from those of the
other sections. The sections, however, were grouped into two operating
branches ss shown in the scoompanying chart., The transfer of the -
ass.igmments ol lne former Tin, Lead and 2ino Division into thie Divasion
on October .1, 1952 necessitated changes within the Division, The old
opsrating “ranches and sections were terminated and ons nev operating
branch established which included three new sections, The old sections
becams units within the nevly crested sectioms, Aotually, *he unit
&hilfl contimued to maintain close contast with the Office ol the

To perform necessary staff servioces wvithin the Division, ths
Progran and Requirements Branch was established vith the responeidility
for all programming and tistioal aoctivities within the Division, as
well as to sdminister all » tax amortisation, loans, industrial
expansion and prisrity actions, and to perfora necessary servioces for
U the various coomittees,
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II. ASRESTOS AND FIEROUS GLASS

In vetting up the Asbestiz and Midbrous Glass Sectioca, the deter-
mining factor for assigning these products to the same Section was the
interchangeability of these materials in the eleotrical and thermal insula-
tion fields, Aiong the responsibilities of this Section, whose activities
covered not only the basic materials, but also the many diversified end
products febrica'ed from thess materials, were the following:

WOY3 IWe() SYe] ST AC
sbewy wiv] w3 31
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2 . ' reports on Loan Applications ?;‘
Prope=i g TepOTts on Hequests ..r 18X AMOriizaciun PN
e _ Priority Assistance ~ ’Q
w : Directive Assistance oS

Assenblin;: Supply and Requirement data S_

Rendering informal assistanoce to both Government
agenciet and industry members

iven before the Section was established, a shortage of spimning
grades of asbestos liad already developed, brought about msinly by increased
requiremsnts of the military., This in twn was dus to the accslerated naval
and air force programs, ss these two branches of the services ars the major
consuxmers of products fabricated from Louli asbestos and fibrous glass.

Therefore, our irmediate problex was to ascertsin ths extent of
this shortage and to take whatever steps were uv.csecaiy o Loing oo
eupply and requirement positions into balance, Sluve sach of tha Bacic
types of asbestos and fibrous glass presented individual probloms, the
‘manner in vhich they were handled is shuwn in the discussion of the
-arious types, which follows.

Saysatdle Asbentos
(a) Strategic grades - Rhodesian C& G 1 and C & G 2,

! - 8-/ /

0

This is a fibrous mineral composed of silicon, magnssium, oxygen
and hydrogen, formed as an alteration product in serpentins roock. Because 3
of 4ts lov iron anntent, it 18 used almost exclusively in the mamufacture
of tapes and roving for use in production of Navy cable and other elsotrical
products, To a much lesser extent, it 1s also used in the mamfacture of
Mavy types B and D cloth, for use vhere high temperatures are involved.
These grades of asbestos are mined in Southern Rhodesia, the sole producer
being Turner-Newall, Ltd. of London, England. In addition to the Rhodesimn
source of supply, there is a limited tumnage of low-irom chrysotile mined
in the Globe area of Arisona. Flans are now being developed by DMPA to
expand the Arisona operations,

(b) Canadian chrysotile (Spimning grades)

Canadian chrysotile asbestos fiber has a higher irom ocontent
" than the Rhodesian fiber, and is therefore unsuited for use in Navy
osble and other high grade eleotrical insulation, The main uses of
Canadien fiber are in the production of yarn, tape, and textiles,
friction materials, packings gaskets, wicking, stoc, The main source
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B of supply is in the Thatford Mines area of the Provinos of Quebec. Other s-E;‘
deposits are at Asbestos, Qusbec, and tlere are scattered deposits through- 8

% out the entire provinoces of Ontario and Quebec. An extensive deposit was gi
i recently disoovered in British Colusmbia, and a mill and other facilities g
e are nov being srected, which, 1t1.ut1-tod,v1uwoduoo!‘un6000to ” -

»

by 10,000 tons of spinning fiber ammally. Preliminary tests of this fiber
indicate it to be of low iron content, and it may prove to be of stockpile

quality. -

Astion taken

In order to get an acourate pioture of the inveantory, supply
and production patterns, we initiated a reporting form throvgh the
Bureau of Mines, Form 6-1212X, entitled "Report on Asberivs Textiles
and Chrysotile Asbestos Fiber.® This repori was sent cc all uaers of
record, and the information gained therefrom gave w exmct figures as to
wa profuction of ths inductry fov 1950 =md the first six months of 1951, o
es well as the inventory position, receipts, and ooms.uption of fiber for
g these pericds, In order to attempt to reconcile the shortage of fiber
4 with the increase in requirements, we toock immedigte steps to limit the
b nse of strategic and spinning grades of chrysotile asbestos to those end
uses considered most essential. To assist us in formmlating this policy,
we established the Astestos Fiber and Textile Mamufactirers Tednséyr
Advisory Comxittes, composed of the following Industry members:

z 4. J. Scanlon, Amerinen Asbestos Textile Corporation- C’
Norristown, Pennsylvania

Johm G, Schoepf, Asten-Hill Manufacturing
' Tidiadelpaia, Pemnsylvania

t’ C. E. Carlough, OCarolina Asbestos Oapuv

SIdFloyy
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Davidson, North Carolina
R. J. Hinkle, The Garlock Paaking Compan~ :
£ Frank J. Vakem, Johne-Manville Corporation ' .
Nov Yk, N. Y. .
Ernest Mistilack, Keasbey & Mattison Companmy .
Asbler, Pernsylvania
J. A. Bettes,Jr.,Raybestos-Yanhattan, Ino,
Yanhein, Pennsylvania
OCustan Walters, The Russell Mg, Company
Midletown, Oomeotiout
o/
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George S. Fabel, Southern Asbestos Company
Charlotte, North Carolina

T. C. McCluskey, Tallman-McCluskey Fabrics Company
Xirkwood, Missouri

R. E. Cryor, Union Asbestos & Rubber Ccmpany
Chicago, Illinois

T ey M téad Qatom Ruhhaer nmny

Nev York, R.Y.

This comxittes was called in July 1951,to discuss the general
situation. It wms decided to postpons any definite action until further
consideration could be given as to what steps should be taken, The
comxittee vas again called in October 1951, by which times = proposed
order limiting the uses of strategic and spinning grades of chrysotile
215 had besn £2t D in drafs feem,  Purther discussion with industry
mettbers and representatives of the military resulted in the issuanoce,
of HPA Order M-96, which became effective February 1, 1952, This order
has unquestionably been of great valus in channeling the strategic and
spimning grades of chrysotile asbeutos fiber into the most essential
end uses, In addition to limiting the use of these gades of filer to
certain end uses, the order also restricted the mamufactirs of a limitad
use of end products to percentages of a base period, Thies latter restrio-
ticn was in effect a compromise between the thkinking of the =dlitary, who
favored complete elimination of these items (theatre safety - ateins, gun
covers, ironing board covers, passenge ear woven brake lir.ngs leew than
1/4 inch thick by 2 inches wide, and oil, burner wicking) und the thinking
of the indusiry mesbers who felt that no restrictions need bc placed cz
these items,

»

Naspite the favorabls effects ~f Order M-96, it becams apparent
in the Spring of 1952 that the Mavy requirements for lagging cloth could
not be met with the supply of fiber that wes available to American
industry. A third meeting of the Industry Advieory Committee was called
in May 1952 for the purpose of examining the defense requiremants in the
light of *ha jotal problems cf the industry, and to see vhat aoction could
be taken 30 mset these requirements, One of the industry members had
developed a cosbination yara, in wirich staple glass fiber was substituted
for approximately 20% of the asbestos fiber content, and samples of Nevy
types B and D cloth had already been submitted for testing to the Naval
Reserrch station at Amnapolis, At this meeting, the Navy agreed to
acocep: this typr of cloth providing it psssed the tests, It was decided
that the Navy requirements could be met by the acceptance of this ocoxbine-
tion cloth, We were subeequently advised that this material had been
approved by the Naval Research station, and the industry was so advised.

In addition to the Asbestos Fiber and Textiles Mamufacturers
Industry Advisory Committee, the following Industry Advisory Committees
were also set up:
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85¢ Magnesia Manufacturers "k
Mechanical Packings and Gaskets Manmufacturers ??
Friction Miterials Manufacturers 8 E ]
Asbestos-Cement Producers ! g°%
4
It was not necessary to call any of these four cosmittees in, as there
were no problems of suffiocient importance to meoassitate such action. P>
. v
- ) LY - -
i < m
1. Sinoce present supply is inadequate for actual . o s
requiremants, assistance through DMEA and DMPA $~

is urged vhers neczessary to bring in new deposits
and to expand present known depooits.

2, In the event of full mobilization, complete alloca—
tion showll té actallichad, ratlerncl after the
system of allocation used in Jorld War II wmder
WPB Orders M-79 and M-283,

3. Contimued research on removing the iron content
of Canadian fiber to permit its substitution for
Rhodesian fiber in the mamfacture of ele~trieral
insulation,

4o Negotiations through high levels to secure a larger C”
allovetiion of Rhodesian chrysotile for Govermment
purchase for the stockpile,

Ancolte Asbestos

This type of asbestos, vhich is a ferrous magnesium silicate, ie
the preferred type for the mamufacture of turbins blankets and other forms
of Maxrine insulation., Its one superior property is resilienes and regain .
of loftiness after exposure to water. In the lower grades, M-1 and below, -
the chief use is in the production of 855 magnesia insulationm,

Amosite has been in very short supply for s mmber of years, .
While the supply at the mines in the Union of South Africa has been
increasing since World War II, the sole supplier, Cape Asbestos Company
of lendon, England, have been diverting their supply of fiber to their .
: ovn mmfacturing plante and to the world market, with & resultant decrease
in shipments to this country, It has becoms necessary for the 85% Magnesia
industry to substitute Cansdisn fiber, in some cases, as high as 50% of
their mix becsuse of their inability to get Amosite,

Amsriocan industry is nov using the strategio grades of Amosite

- only for military end use items, The Navy has an approved specification
.. for turbine blankets using fidrous glass instead of Amosite, and although
= the oost of the glass is several times that of asbestos,it may beocome
necessary, in the event the supply of Amosite contimucs to dwindle, to
resort to the use of glass fidbers for this purpose.
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There are no controls on Amosite at present, but 1t is now i&’ 35"
proposed to amend NPA Order M-96 to restriot the use of the strateglc P %
grades for the production of military end use items only., This will, -
in effect, make mandatory what the industry is alreacdy doing, but such ﬁ..g‘ oo
action is fell neccssary in vicw of the ahcrt rupply of Aosite Fiber, ; -
S Mhasian 1
- g
Crocidolite, or blue asbestos, is a silicate of iron and p
sodium, The outstanding advantage of this type of fiber is ito high ~T

. Tesistance to acids and alkalies, vhich makes it superior for certain >
types ~f piling and gaskeling material. It is also used exteucive °
as a filter =z iium, ‘I'neTe are Iwo Bourves ol ouppdy ~ Tue Tidon of n
South Africa, frow which we receive all of owr supply for industrlal ~
and commercial use; and Bolivia, from vhich we receive the stockpile -
grade. The Bolivian fiber is being purchased only for the stockpile

and for use by the Army Chemical Corpe for production of gas mask filters,

) The South African crocidolite has presented no problea to date,
' s the supply has been adequate. The production of Bolivian crogidolite
has not been sulficient to meet all requirements, and discussions have
besn held aith other agencies to promote expansion of present Bining
facilities as well as exploration of nevw resources. Action is, at
present, delayed ux this matter becsuce of the internal situation in
Bolivia,

There have been no controls placc’ i zz2:z42,170y s hestes
to date, nor are any deemed necessary, dus to the fact that the Tmitad
States Govermaent is the sole purchaser of the strategic Bolivian fiber,
and there has been no shortage of the African fiber.

Ezoua Glass

- Fibrous glass, for wvhich military uses were established during
World VWar 1I, wvas in soort supply at the cutset of the Korean conflict.
These uses ary - (1) as a substitute for Kapok {iber in the manmufacture
of 1life belts, (2) electrical imsulstion for Kavy and other elsctric

. cable, /3) thermal insulation for aircraft, ({) as an extender fo~ -
asbestos fibar in the production of Navy lagging eloth, (5) as & substi-
tute for amosite fiber in ths production of Navy felt. The Fibrous
Glass Industry, recognizing the incresasing requirements for their
products, had already started expaniing, ana it became the duty and
responsibility of this Section to assist the members of this Industry
through priorities assistance, and consideration of the various applice-
tions for tax amortization and loan ppplications vhich were filed by
members of this Industry, In order to bring this expansion up to require-
nents, an expansion goal was finally established by DPA fcr the Fibroue
Glass Industry covering the two main products, continuous filament textile
fiber and superfine fiber.
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’ In setting up this expansinn goal, requirements were promisec ﬁ: - o
on the total military and essential civilian needs through a period - g ¥
embracing total mobiiiezsation, Bevauses of Liw fact thot the basic fiber ?
producers do not fabricate many of the end use products, many of the E
requirensnts inclwded in essential civilian figures are in reallty g

military requirements, The information required to establish the

sxpansion poal figures was secured (1) from ths anticipated requirements
of the military as established by the Mmitions Board and (2) from -
sctual sales figures furnished to this Section by the leading members
nf the Tadnat—
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The total requirements, as set forth in Expansion Gosl No,l16,
are 96,400,000 pounds of contimucus filament and 18,300,000 pounds of
supsrfine anmually. Due to the expansion of facilities already umden
tuken by industry ssibers, plus nev facilities which have.gome into the
picture as a result of Government assistance, both of these goals have
bean mat.

,

No controls were placed on fibrous glass, although 1t was
Decessary several times in 1951 to place directives on industry
3, meabers to secure certain military requirements within a specified
A time., It 15 pov felt that this industry will be able to handle all
foreseeable requireasnts wvithout further expansion.
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a : Rav materials used in the production of fibrous glass are
all of domestic origin, and therefore have presented no problems.
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