
F O O D  A N D  D R U G  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

Dole: February 29, 1972 
Rep ly to
A(in of: BF«430

Subject: Asbestos Content of Dr* Kolbye's sample of Avon Tai Winds Spray Tale

To: Brc Robert M0 Schaffner, Director
Office of Product Technology (BF-400)

As shown in the enclosed analytical, worksheet: by Mr« Schulze (Division 
of Microbiology) Drc Kolbye 1s sample contained no chrysotiJe asbestos, 
but did contain a moderate amount: of t.remolite asbestos. I asked 
Mr 0 Schulze for a semi-“quantitative estimate; he said, of the order of 
107o - 20%, on a particle count basis (not a weight percent: basis) .

If Dr. 
in the.

Kolbye agrees, we would like to retain the sample, for 
series of X-ray diffraction analyses for asbestos.

inclusion

A1fr ed [ Weis s 1er, Ph 0 D•, Ac t ing D i r ec to r 
División of Colors and Cosmetics Technoli
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The sample was ernminod to determine whether it cur A; a 1 ns asbestos. Op 
| crystallographic exarui.ij.5--f 5 on shows  - that :  the a-ample o o n s i r . - t c  of talc tegefche 
l with crystalline impurities, none of which i f  chrysotilo. asbestos. One of 
i' the impurities is a moderate amount of what v.ws identified as tremhlite, en

n e t r a c tp rods and needles with positive elongation and inclined extinction, 
I indices were found to be: alpha 1595), beta 1.617, and gemma 1.524,
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HHE #61 General Use 
AerosoJ. Spray^Talc 
Containing Tremolite j

PRESENTATION TO COMMITTEE

lc Product: Avon Tai Winds Spray Talc
in aerosol can, Net Wt. 7 ozc

2. Distributor: Avon Products, Inc., New York, N* Y„
3. Sample Reference: M 53444 (DCC 1272)

4. Analysis: Talc composed of approximately 10% tremolite asbestos
mineral, present mostly in the form of biaxial negative 
rods and needles with inclined extinction. No chrysolit' 
asbestos detected. See attached Analyst Worksheet and 
other attachements.

5« Distribution: Firm distribues nations ny. 
6. Injuries: None known.

7. Attachments: Five pages.

DRG/BF-314
4-24-72:gp

cc:
Dr. Kolbye 
Dr. Forbes 
Dr. Weinberger 
Dr. Friedman 
Dr. Olson 
Dr. Gowdy 
Mr. Quinn
Dr, Weissler



D o t e :
R e p l y  to 

Ait in  o f :

S u b j e c t :

To:

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE 
p ic i -{ ca lt h r: r< v; c: e

POOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION

April 21, 1972 

BF-430

Asbestos Content: of Dr« Kolbye’s Sample of Avon Tai Winds Spray Talc

Dr. Albert C. Kolbye, Deputy Director 
Bureau of Foods (BF-2)

The finding by Mr« Schulze by microscopy, that Avon Tai Winds Spray 
Talc contains tremolite asbestos in amounts of the order of 10%, has 
been confirmed by Professor S, Z, Lenin of New York University, using 
the X-ray diffraction technique« Mr. Schulze* s results were reported 
by me in a memorandum to Dr« Schaffner dated February 29, 1972« A 
copy of this memorandum and Mr« Schulzers work sheet is attached.

a  ■'/ ¡} i ' -n

\ \" ; , 1. Kj ̂  r v v c ' j.i , r‘ / >> x ' '

A1 f r ed We 1 s s 1 c r, Ph* D« Acting Director 
Division of Colors and Cosmetics Techno1

c c:
BF-400
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Attached is the cosmetic. report on this 
case. We \7ill retain the sample and have 
X-ray diffraction analyses mace If., you 
agree, : / l
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To Robert M. Schafiner, Ph.D., Director
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