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asbestos miners in this study. 1t is theve-
fore obviuus that there are nwo fwmportant
differences bewween the rates for asbestos
miners and those for the general population
of Quebee amd the Inninion of Cagada.
Since it is prolable that figures for the
United States are more contplete and, there-

fore, possibly more cumparable to the data -

for the miners, age-specific rtes were com-
puted from “Vital Statistics of the United

© States,” Volunwes T and 11, for 1952, These

rates have been tabulated in “Table 21,

It is apparent that these rates compare
favorably with those for the asbestos miners
as shown in Table 8. Still other rates for
the Uuited States were obtained from the |
American Cancer Suciety, amd for nuales,
these were 25.3 per 100000 in 1953, and
220 per JOOMK dn 1955, They are nat
ilentical with the rate caleubliated feom the
figures of the office uf Vital Suutistics, but
this is possibly beeause the Amwrican Can-
cer Sovicty rates are for males of all ages.
Nevertheless, they, o, conymre favorably
with the rates of 25 (or 34 for wta) Gises)
obtaining anayg the asbiestod nsiners,

Tuming for a moment to. a comparison
between the asbestos miners and persons
who are exposed to asbestos in one form
or another (as distinguished from the gen-
eral population groups just discused, who
have 1o exposure) an interesting observa-
tiun van b developal by adatuction, e
per ©® has stated that theee are alant 33,000
persons exposed in the United States, and
we have found that the Canadian mines
employ about 8000, Ilsewhere, it has been
cstimaled that the workers in Eangland who*
have expwsure tofal betworns 000 and 3000,
With warkers in Afriea, Dewiark, Nor-,
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way, awl wher countrics, at hast 30,000
prersuns aust be exposed throughout he

-world, and it can be assusmied that thi

number has been faiely constant in the 2
years since 195 when the first e of
:usbcsms'i?- with. ling cancer was reported,
At Teast LO00,000 man-years of exposure
has thus been accumulated, and this figure
can be divided by the approximately 130
cases of lung cancer with asbestosis re.
ported during the 20-vear period. This
gives a rate of 15 per 100,000, which is 3¢ -
least indicative that any lung caucer rate
which can bo alculated for warkers ex-
posed 1o asbestas dust is not much greater
tlan that for the unexposed population,
Comparison Retzveen Bight Countics -4y
Jaccut to the sAsbestos-Producing Arcas gnd
Light Sclected Cauntics.—~To compare tung
cancer madalily rates in the counties syg-
ruling the ashestos-prslucing arcs wity
another gruup of counties in which go a5-
bestos miners arc likely to reside, the rates

-were computed on the basis of figures for

the years 1950 through 1935, The cight
conmtics sedected for comparison were Ay
geutenil, Clateauwgay, Moutwmagmy, Pon.
neuf,  Kichlicn,  Riviere-du-Loup, g

Nyacinthe, and Terrelonute, nainly beeause

they represemt a wide geographic distriby.
tion througluwt the Province. The counties
sclected vause of their proximity 1o the
ashuestos wines juclwle Arthalmska, DBeauce
Drammioml,  Frontenae,  Megantie, Rich-'
mond, Sheebronke, and \Walic,  Table 2-
shows the numler of lung cancer deaghg
for the wears 19350 through 19535 for each
of these countics, and a mortality Tate,
based on the adult male population in 1952,
To emphasize the comparison, Megantic
County has been shown separately, as hag
the Provinee of Quelnee amt also the Prav.
ince with the cight “:uslwsmsq:ruducinx"
countics subtricted.  Because of its unique
lung -cancer death rate,. Montreal ¢t Isle de
Jesus has also been listed in onder (o provile
further compmrizan,

Tt is apqarent feam the mble thag the
Tuty canveer demth mute for the cight countjes
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