13 June, 1967
1415 HH/MLF

Mr. Frank Dexter

Union Carbide Corporation
Chemicals 2c Plastics Division
270, Park Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10017

Re: ASBESTOS TOXICOLOGY

Dear Frank:

1 assume that you are aware of the occasional reports concerning
possible toxicity and carcinogenic properties of asbestos. Dr. Deraehl
of Union Carbide Medical Department has followed this area very closely
and has maintained a very dose check on the working conditions at the
King City plant.

Perhaps the most publicity and "interoet" Ila this problem has been
In England. There, only two ports will handle normally bagged
asbestos, at the other ports the Union of Dock Workers have refused
to handle the shipments of asbestos.

We have been permitted to bring in several shipments with not very
favorable results. The last shipment, because of rather poor handling
and packing, was in bad shape with many broken bags and much free
asbestos. Copies of reports on these shipments have undoubtedly
already dome to your attention.

Mr. Sayere of the aebestos group in UCLhas written a report
summarising the findings and feelings concerning asbestos in the U.K.
2 assume that you have also seen a copy of this report. | am enclosing
with this letter, a copy of the comments Dr. Dumehl made in response
to this report from England.

My main purpose in writing this to you ie to confirm that at
the July asbestos meeting in Oxford we will implement the
suggestion made by Mr. Sayers and agreed to by Dr. Deraehl
that Union Carbide join in the cooperative standard sample
comparisons to the extent of arranging for standard samples
to be forwarded to Niagara Falls for trace element analysis.
INn joining the program to this extent we wvill be able to keep in
dbse contact with tho progress of this study and will also be
aware of any adverse findings which may develop.

1 assume that this is satisfactory to you. We wvill, of course,
keep you directly advised of any information that may devebp
ovor here. Ifthese findings or any others of which we may not
be aware cause any change in marketing plans or programs for
asbestos, we assume you will immediately advise us.
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I have reviewed the report, "Azbestoun L A Hooluls
Fazard In The United Kingdon', presercd b I, 0. Sayer:,
and 1n general I find that it is TeEsOonADly acculate,

1 4o not attach very mucn ﬂmpcrcance To oUne cdate on une

Zncicdence of asbestosis and deatvh fronm asooestosis and

CANCEr Decause tnese are merely Sabulations of evensts

and do not talke into co“uiaera:ion Tne rumbers of people

wno wWere subjected o the possibvllity of the evens

gocurring. e

We had been Interested Ln The Socoiuvliliiss
srnore fiber CJoalings nrofucs LT onove womoe

thnan Lho more convencionnl Jov I RO IVINIA RV ST ST
sub-nicron sllica nas Loca Lnowmn Lo CAULE & Tipieen
DIog ressive sllicosis aidter exceedingly tricel cxicuure,
We were concarmed about whether She Ceoalinga matsrlal
with its exceedingly fine f;‘ﬁll clameter ﬁluﬂu !
similar effect in causavion of asbestosis. Ve chzrelors
made some preliminary studies Iin which the n;:c:;;l WaZ
injected into the belly cavity of guinea pig rais
and ravblts and 2lso was injected i“vpatracnu_ly oY a
methed wnich distributes the asvestos throuzhout Thne
lungs of rats., The materials injected wersz {he stancara
fiver, a refined finer.and a long filber obtaired From
Johns Manville for purposes of comparison. Lo whne in-
Jectlon study the Coalinga refinad Ciber procuced the
most severe reactlion In the belly caviiy, whercas cthe
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conelusicn we can draw from Shis cru
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illion poarticles ger
ou Jootc would be 1L regard. -

Finally, I would pgive my unguestlonable gupport to
che reguest of the Pneumoconiosics Regearcrn Councili o
srace zlenent analysis of the standard samnle of :aba:coa.
Zy so doing we would develop techniques winlch couzd L@
& pl*cu %o cur product from King CL“" and which woull we
seful in making comparisons xitb the standards.
T hope tnis wWill Tte b pf“l To vou, il you have
any further questions pleasc let re know.
~ Very truly yaurs, 7
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