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ASBRSTOS FOUND
INDULUTH WATER

E.P.A, Links Fibers in huko‘
to Industrial Discharge

. By JANE E. BRODY

‘The Environmental Protection
Agency disclosed yesterday that
“high concentratlons” of ‘poten-! )

water of Duluth and surround- ¢
ing Minnesota communities that'

use Lake Superior for their|
{water supply.

The source of the fibery, the
agency said, iz believed to be
the discharge of waste from the
Reserve Mining Company, a
taconite processing plant that
has heen embroiled in an antt-
pollution suit for several years.

The company, whose plant Ins
Siiver 8ay, Minn,, miles
northeast of Dututh, has been
dumping 67,000 tons of taconite.
tailings into the lake daily for!
16 years, called the charges un-
founded and said there was no|
/indication that the tallings pre-
|sented any hazard to the drink.|
Ing water.

While there is no health ef-
feet known to be associated
with the ingestion of asbestos
fibers, the Federal agendy rec-
ommended that communities us-
ing Lake Superior water find
alternative. sources of drinking
water for very young children.

In studies over the last t{wo
decades, Dr. Irving J. Selikoff.
an expert on environmental
medicine at Mount Sinai Hospi-
tal here, showed that the in-
halation of asbestos fibers can
cause a chronic lung disease
called asbestosis and cancer of
the Jungs, stomach and colon.

M an interview yesterday,
Dr. Selikoff said his leboratory|
had identified the asbestos
fibers In the Duluth water as
being the same type (amosite)
that has been implicated In
half the deaths among workers
in a Paterson, N.J., asbestos
plant. These workers expe-
rienced three times the expected
death rate from cancer of the
gastrointestinal tract,

“ft can be assumed that
anyone who inhales asbestos
fibers also ingests them, but
there have been no pure studies
of the effects of ingestion in
humeans,” Dr. Sellicoff said.

Dr. Lawrence Plumlee, a
physician on the staff of E.P.A.,
$ald that limited studies in ani-
mals have indicated that when
asbestos is placed in the
stomach, it rapidiy enters the
blood stream and is widely
distributed to tissues through-
out the body.
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