February 27, 1931

Dr. Morris Fishbein,
Editor, Journal Amer. Med. Asen.,
635 N. Dearborn Otreet,

 Chicago, Ill.

Dear Dr., Fishbein:

I am taking the liberty of criticising rather
severely a syndicated article which has appeared
over your neme in several newspapers, a copy of
which was sent to me by & man who 18 familiar with
the work which I and my associateg have been doing

and who felt that I might be interested in the arti-

cle. I enclose a copy of i1t herewith.

I do not ordinarily regard such articles vary.

seriously, but since this one is given the authority
of the Journal of the American ¥edical Agsociation
it seems worth while to point out certain rather
misleading statements. I do this not in the inter-
est of obtaining any retraction, for in this I am
not interested. It seems, however, that it is not

'wise to permit certain misunderstandings to contin-

ue in the minds of men whose influence ig wide as

that of important leaders of medical thought. - -

There are three definitely misleading state-
ments in the article, The fourth paragraph makes
the categorical statement that lead poisoning from
‘anti-lmoek gasoline containing tetraethyl lead is
one of the most serious forms. I and my assoclates,
as well as certain members of the staff of the Unit-
ed States Public Health Service, have been studying
this problem from the point of view of the public
heglth and the Health of gasoline handlers in the
United States. over some period of years. Every ate:
tempt has baen made. to. determine notoonly whether
poiaoning hps nﬁbultad from: this cause, but also
whether the ‘isuanp evidence that men so engaged
are abao“big ]preciablo quantitios of lead, The
evidence thus far has been entirely negative. We
have been unable- to find cases of lesd poisoning
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from this cause, deépite the existence otlsituationa
in no way

in which the prescribed precautions have
‘been carried out. Our careful studies have further
falled to show that men who are subjected to the
most serious exposures of this sort are absorbing
sdgnifican ,quantittas‘or‘leaduaaka»conQQQuéanmor
elr occupa | lowed up numerous' com=
ainte ted them il
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p&inters still contribute the largest number of cases
of lead poisoning, snd the seriocus and fatal cases of
‘polsoning among them are all tgoo numerous. The use
of spraying methods has contributed considerably to
‘this sltuation, and 1t may be ‘safely saild that spray
inting is today among the two or thraa ‘most danger-
lead h rds 1nwexistence. ‘This 18 & uch the

purpcse cr the-e artlie
1nl level of the publie
ticle as this not only
the purposes of education.
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I therefore feel Juatified in criticiaing lt as
severely as 1t desarves.

' Very truly yours,
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