PCB battle in final round

State wants pay for damage' GE says no :

By PETER SLOCUM
’ ALBANY (AP) — The Gen-
eral Electric Co. and the Envi-
ronmental Conscrvation De-
. partment are squered off for
ihe final round of the PCB Iut-

tle,

The department wants GE
to stop dumping the industrial
chemical polychlorinated bi-
phenyls into the Hudson River
and to pay for cleanlng up
some of the damage already

done.
Negotiations between the

. son River organisms which’

. Nadicr testified that a carbon -
filtration process designed for .
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two sides aimed at a compro-
mise lfrecmenl on a reduced
Jove} of dumping have proved
fruitless so far, be-
cause of the department’s de-
sire lo exiract a penalty from
GE. A new phase of depari-

mental hearings began here -

yesicrday that cold lead toan
order requiring GE to pay that
penalty.

v Testimony yesterday
focured on & GE proposal for &

While he declined to say
what his final ruling would be,
his February decision said that
his final recommendation
would at least require GE o
“drastically” limit discharges
“and fo reclify the effects of
its prior violations where law-
fully proper, and economlically
and envlronmenully prucllca
ble.”

He added that effective gov-
ernment action could have
d much of the envl-

water treal { plant lo
screen PCBs from the dis-

. charges at its eleciric capaci-
. tor plants at Hudson Fails and

Fort Edward, and on $he Hud-

bave ingested PCB-polluted
pariicles.
Reduce Discharges
EnCon Engincer Lawrence

the Gowul Electric
could reduce daily
charges (o aboul one gram, or
1-28th of an ounce, dally. GE Is
presently reloasing about two
pounds 2 day into the river.
Columbia University Law
School professor Abraham
Sofaer, who ruled in February

lants

. that the PCB dumping violated

siate law, Is presiding again at

. the penalty hearings.

ronmenul damage and that
his recommendation would
lake that inlo account.
Operated Openly
The company has federal
permits authorizing its dis-
charges. Sofaer noted that GE
bad ‘“‘operated openly and
negligently rather than in se-
cm or in disregard of PCB
N\

dilclurge limlts set in lll

permits.”
Once Sofaer has presented
his final report, which will fol. ,

Tow at lcast two weeks of yub-
lic hearings, Environmental
Conservation Commlssioner *
Ogden Reid will issue the final
abatement and clean-up order, *
The department has nol pre-
dicted bow much |t would cost *
1o purge the river of PCB pol-
lution, but il has asked GE to.
post & 82 mllllon compllance
bond.
The current hearings wii|
examine whether such a clean-
up is possible. An EnCon offi- *
cla) testified that PCBs were
successivlly removed from a *
Washinglon Siale river bed
through the use of a sophistl. +
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cated dredger. But the depart-
ment has suggested that re-
moval of the sediments might
an even greater hazard
ccause of PCBs siirred from
the botiom Into the current.

Sitl) Under Study
PCBs, which resisl natural
I“decomposition much the way
DDT does, are known to kil
fish eggs and may cause can-
cer in rats. The effect on
. humans |s still under study.

A medical team from Mt.
- Sinal Hospital in the Bronx has
been conducting tests on GE
¢ workers to determine what
: continued contact with chemi-
cal hay meant to their health.

General Electric has sc-

|- knowledged that some workers

contracted skin rashes linked
to PCB.

The department and GE
have been negotiating on and
_oft for months, in an attempt
to find a reduced- level of

i dumping agrecable (o both
sides.

! Commissioner Reld asked
Ahat all discharges siop this
September, but there may be

i room for compromise because

the federal government is con-

sidering a total ban for 1877,

Might Cause Move .
Also, the state Commerce
Department has urged that the
state not set tougher limits
than the federal government
because single-state standards
might cause iIndustries (o
move fo other states where
regulation is not_so strict.

The Monganto Co., the
nation's only PCB-Maker, has
announced plans to phase out
production.

Reid's insistence on the pen-
alty hearings, and presumably
on making GE pay for some of
the damage, is reportedly a
major stumbling block to the
behind-the-scenc negotlagions.

Yesterday, Associated In-
dustries of New York, a major
lobbylng group for industry,
asked permission {0 join the

, hearings to support GE. A
! statement said the depart-
« ment’s pursuil of penaitles Is
* “without legal suthority and,
If granted, will have furreach-
Ing and seriovs economic con-
sequences to” the group's
members. S
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