Ledd INndustrico AcssOCiIaliOrl, IC.

292 Madison Avenue *+ New York, N. Y. 10017 - Telephone: (212) 532-2373

Environmental Health Department

November 6, 1972

To: All Members of the LIA Environmental Health Committee

Gentlemen:

There have teen many articles appearing in newspapers and
magazines which have certainly over-emphasized the serious-
ness of conditions at Imperial Smelting Corporation's
Avonmouth Plant.

We are enclosing two articles which describe the results of
screening tests conducted on children of smelter workers,
children residing near the Avommouth area, and children re-
siding at large distances from the smelter, It was reported
that '"there was no evidence that atmospheric pollution from
the smelter complex was leading to increased absorption in
those exposed in the works vicinity."

Sincerely,
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D, R. Lynam, Ph.D.
Assistant Director
Environmental Health
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Blaud

sampling
to estahlish the amownt

[T} ferd absarptica
amang  youug childien
in Pristol have kd to
& reassuring report tao
the cliy's public Lralih
canntitice,
Screening tests were
i carcied out on BS2 childoen
yunder five and 282 of school
apc O the yyunger chil-
dren, 130 were from  the
fan-ilies of Jead workers,
Not o single child
fonnd o he suffermg
Iead poisaning, Only three
nad riiced biod lewd levels.

EXTENDED
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And of those three, Th,
John Skone, biistel's
Deputy Medica?! Officer told
the  conunittee yvesterday,

two fvan lead workers fami-
tics had Asian parents anl
in once casy, fairly full us:
was sande of eyve muleup
powder  containing 24 per
cett Yoad,

In the thigl ¢sce in the
house wheve the child dived,
some ivternal painfwork was
Haking, Most of this con.

tests -
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1
)
i
1

teould
iback into their bhomes,
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and the child
in the
habit of chewing and suck-
ing. objects including paint-
work on windowsills.

Dr. Skone was presenting

tained Jead
was known 1o he

an interim report on the
special tests carried out {of-
lewing concern at the begrin-
ning of the year ahout the
possibility «f people living
near the R.TZ. Smelter at
Avommouth being at risk.

Tt had bhoen suspected, he
explained, that lead wosliers
transport  lead  dust
put.
ting their fumilies at risk
to mcereased lead absarption.

The tests nvolved €79
chitlren fiom a randem
sample and 73 from families
living in the area but not
connected with the smeiter,

Later  the  investigation
was cvtended to caildrea at
St Bedes red Lavwroence
Weston schaols and a thivd
schoal, cight miles frem the
smeler,

On the whale, the results
were reassuring, Dr. Skone
said,

They had established that

+Jead than those drawn from
a randota sample but in no
case had the increase absorp-
tion  heen  excessive  or
amounted to lead poisoning.

EXPOSED

The investigation was still
coing on,

He addcd that althongh
the smclter was  pot in
operation while the under-
five  were  being  tested,
workers wer expoed to dist
even  nmore  thin usyal

through plunt cleaning acti-
vities,

When the schaol children
were exaniined. {(he plunt
was fully aperztive. There
was no cvidence that atinos-
phcric pollution troni the
smrelter complex was leading
to increased lesd absoprtion
in those ecuypoced in the
voorhs vicinity.

Dr. Skone suid there had
bhesn compleie co-eperation
on ull sides and went on
‘to pay a spe 21 aribite 1o
members of thie City Ane.
Iyst's staff who bed worled
long hours using  delivite

chiflren uudcr five livingjapparatas to maie surc ihe
in lead wvorkers famiitos ) results they obtzited were
appesred  to absorb uore - completely wecarvic,
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Woestern Daily Press Reporter
THE Imperial Smelting
Corporation plant  at
Avonmouth, Bristol. hus
been cleared of causing
lead poisoning to caild-
ren in the arca.

uat extra precautions
should be tiken (o make

sure that workers do  not

carry  lead  back  to ther
hames,  DBristol's  Jledical
Orneer of Htealth bir, ilovert
Wolinden said ycesterday.

The Public Healii con-
mittee yesterday received a
wrilten  repoit of the
mternm results of vr-
Wodnden's invesiugation
into lead levels,

o the past (weo  years
his staff have been testing
Llood si.aples fvows clalaren
of the smeller woikers, chil-
dron in the Avoanmout) arca
and  a third swaple frow

“{he whole of Bristol,

None of the cinlaren ias
been found to be suileding

from lcad poisonin .

Ywo  children fcom  tho
Irad workers' fanulivs had
nigh lead tevels, They cane
froin Asian {amilics waich
used  eye make-up powdcs
containing lead.

. en
Novs v

Children of plant wurkers
have more lead in  their
bleud than the rest of the
tested children,

The public health aeparte
ment  should  have  discus-
sions with the unions and

mianagement to fina  ways

of preventing  lead  being
carried home, Dr, Wo{inden
recommended.

His dcputy, Bbr. Joan
Shkoue, said: “There  has
heen a lot of public debate
anbout this subject. On the
whole the results are re-
assuring.”

lic told commuiice chairs
maii Alderman  Mrs. [aclen
Lloom  Corporation  stafi
were absolutely satisfied the
cmployers had done every-
thing pcssible to co-operate
in finding a soluiion to pal-
lution problems:

Tie DIRTH rate in Bris
tol has dropped by 189 per
cent this vear, compared
with a national ¢rop of ornly
8.5 per ceat.

‘The drop was most
arked in June last - year,
Dr. Skone saidt. TLut wo
cexplanation has yet been
found. .

Western Daily Press
28.9.72.
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