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| suppose your reaction is based on the following comment in the Belgian position

b)

Discussion with MMSS the following topics:

1

PFAS:

Considering consistency with DWD and efficiency, should the parameter “Per- and poly-
fluorinated alkyl substances (PFAS) - sum of 24" be change to “Sum of PFAS” as is set in DWD?

Therefore, should it be changed the QS from 0.0044pg/1, expressed as PFOA-equivalents, to
0.1pg/L as is set at DWD.

BE COMMENT/PROPOSAL

We support the adoption of science-based guality standards, but they should also be
harmonized across different legislative initiatives. However, the lack of this alignment is
problematic for PEAS. We recognize that the recent work published by EFSA put into guestion
the current value included in the DWD. But to our opinion, there remains a lack of scientific
evidence regarding the use of the value of 4,4 ng/l from the EFSA-study applied as Q5 for the
sum of 24 PFAS expressed as PFOA-eguivalents. It seems to us impossible to explain to the
public that there is no problem drinking tap water with a concentration of 100 ng/l of PEAS,
but that the same water should not be discharged nor _infilirated because it can cause
deterioration of the environment. (pollution of groundwater or surface water).

The message we tried to give is that
- We are in favor of science based EQS
- We note that much higher EQS are applicable in the drinking water directive

- The scientific information on the derivation of the value of 4.4 ng/I for the sum of 24 PFAS expressed as PFOA-

equivalents is missing in the Commission documents

- We see a’ communication problem’ when we have to explain that the EQS set for the environment is much

stricter than for human health
- We believe there is currently a discrepancy between 2 legislative texts from the Commission

To be clear, we did not plea to set the EQS for groundwater at 100 ng/l, but we wanted to draw the Commissions
attention to the fact that the discrepancy exist.

The Commission admits that the EQS in the drinking water directive is outdated, but we see no initiative from the

Commissions side to review de drinking water directive.



If you need more information on the discussions we had within the group on this subject, please contact N I

_ He is the sub-pilot for groundwater for this file.
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Chers collegues,
Au vu de I'actualité en Wallonie pour les PFAS, nous nous posons, au SPF Environnement (service REACH), les questions
suivantes en relation au document en annexe (daté du 14/11) et en particulier sur la position belge qui y est exprimée :

- n’est-il pas logique de fixer la qualité des eaux souterraines a un seuil bas (plus bas que pour I'eau potable) afin
de pouvoir encore effectuer si nécessaire des mélanges d’eaux comme c’est le cas actuellement afin de repasser
sous les 100ng/| dans I'eau potable ?

- comment un seuil de 100ng/| dans les eaux souterraines peut-il étre compatible avec un seuil de vigilance de
30ng/l comme proposé en Wallonie ?

- pourquoi la position belge semble-t-elle dire que le probléme de santé (norme de I'EFSA) et les concentrations
dans I'eau souterraine sont deux problémes distincts, en disant que les eaux souterraines seraient une question
environnementale ? Il nous semble qu’une des principales justifications des seuils dans les eaux souterraines est
la protection de la santé humaine (eau potable).

- quelles conséquences aurait une situation ou les eaux souterraines seraient a terme a 100ng/l, et que donc une
épuration a charbon actif s’avererait nécessaire de maniere généralisée ? (sans compter que les courtes chaines
seraient peu retenues par ces filtres).

Bien cordialement,
I

Santé publique
. Sécurité de la Chaine alimentaire
Environnement

|
. B @ health.fgov.be
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