INTERVAL CORRESPONDENCE - GULF OTL CORPORATION,
’ 1515 Locust Street,
Philadelvhia 2, Pa.

FROM B. F. Moore ar Fhiledelphia ceren vy CPB:ES

‘o V. M. McEldowney-GTR ar  Plttsburgh oare  5/29/4b

cvosecy ALLECED LEAD POISONING CASE: NORFOLK, VA, TERMINAL
T

Re the above case, we are very glad to report that
condition has taken a turn for the better and he is now believed to be out of
danger. This morming, Ir. Truman ¢, Schnabel, who is looking after the cese
vhile he 18 confined to the Fhiledelphia Ceneral Hospital, stated that while
Walker was atill a }very sick man he has made progress towards recovery and
vhen considering that a few deys ego he vas so dangercusly ill, everyons ceems
hopeful that he will survive although he will, no doubt, heve several more
weeks of convalescence.

' Unfortunately, we have not been able to secure the snalysis of the
blood samples to definitely determine if there 18 sny lesd contemination
tartislly responsible for his illness. When ag vigited last Friday,
he commented on the excessive smount of milk he was required to drink end evi-
dently they sre giving the employee & high calcium dlet, although we have not
been zble to have this confirmed by a doctor There ere a mumber cf doctors
involved in this affair for the reason that !ia, ag yon kmow, in the
Foever Ward of the Philadelphia General Hosgpltal, waich is strictly a cheritable
inastitution, snd it is very difficult to get eny information cm his condition
other then through Dr. Schnabel whom we have contacted seversl times or Dr.
Rocuse, Jr., the Travelers Inswrance Company's doctor. Howeveyr, Dr. Early, en
interne in the hospital, 1s the cne who has been followin /NN case very

. closely, working along with Dr. John J. Reinhold in charge of the Chemical
Leboratory end who! wes supposed to have taken the blood samples end erranged
for the lsad amlysia, vhioh, &8 previously stated, have not been made avail-
able to us.

This morning, in conversaticn with Dr. Reinhold, we wero informed
that due to the fact the hospital is very much undergteffed, he has beem uneble
to have the blood analysis campleted and said that we wonld probebly receive
the analysis from Dr. Robexrt A. Kehoe first, as he was arrm:ging to send Dr.
Rehoe blocd samples todny.

We have explained to Dr. Reinkhold our reeson for snxiety in the case,
particularly so si:nce there may be other employees involved. This was with-
out avail and they will not make an exception inllecse cnd the blood
snalysis will be taken in the routine order. Of course, eincm cone |
diticn has shown such improvement, it is difficult to press the s o furter.
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W. M. McEldowney-GIR -2~ 5/29/4k

Ir. George Rouse, Jr. is quite elated over_ present cone
dition and stated that he Tell we were given a "false alarm” insofar as lead
poisoning iz concerned, =28 condition wounld seem todbe chiefly Pneumcnis
with a possible heart ailmenmt, incidentally, Dr. Schnsbel confirmed via
telephcne with the writer this morning.

Wo did not feel from the begimming that the employes had lead poison-
ing but hay ha.d the exposure and his Pamily physiolisn, Dr. D. 3. Seller,
informing wife that she should contact his employer naturally mede us
somevhat concernmed. Dr. Sellar later stated that the smployes shoved symptons
of I&&D-"RCEPHALOPATHY and that wasg the reasson he had had him transferred to
the Fhailedelphia General Hospital for treatment. 1If he did have such symptons,
they have cleared up very rapidly, &s his wmind is clear ond appsrently normal.

it the mresent time there lg nothing further thet we cem do in the
case and wien you receive the analysis of the blood samples fram Tr. Hohoo, ve
wieh you would advise us because in the event the apalysias does not show smy
lead content, then we do not believe it advisable to go ehesd with the exsming-
ticm of the other employees in the Tank Clesuninz Crew, ns of course, owr 1 evious
recomaendation was on the asgumpticn that Walker had ecqulved lead poisoning and
if he hed, folt that it would be advissble to proteect the other employees by
raking sure nothing had gone wrong.
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Dr Robert A Kehoe,
College of Medicine
Eden Avenue,

Cincinnati Ohio
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