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Cangress of the United States
House of Nepresentatipes -
Washington, D.E, 20515 .

May 19, 1977 -

Hon. §. John Byington, Chairman
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
Washington, D.C. 20207

Dear Chairman Byington:

We are deeply concerned that the Consumer Product Safety Commission,
in finally commencing action against asbestos-containing spackling compounds,

" decorative fireplace ash, and tremolitic talc, elected not to ban these

products immediately under authority provided by the Federal Hazardous
Substances Act, choosing instead to proceed under the Consumer Product
Safety Act, a much slower process.

In our view, the proven correlation between exposure to small concen-
trations of airborne asbestos and the development of lung cancer and meso-
thelioma amply justifies classification of these products as an “imminent"
hazard to the public health" and warrants their immediate ban under Section

2 (q) (2) of the FHSA.

We understand that it was the feeling of a majority of the Commission
that regulatory action under the CPSA, while slower, would be less susceptible
to legal challenges, and thus that the decision does not necessarily represent
a determination that these products do not constitute an "imminent hazard.”

We hope this is the case and strongly urge the Commission, since it
chose to proceed under CPSA authority, now to seek an immediate ban from
the courts under authority provided in Section 12 (Imminent Hazards) of the
Consumer Product Safety Act. We would appreciate further clarification
of the Commission's position op the "imminent hazard" issue as it relates
to consumer products containing asbestos and, in particular, would like to
know whether the Commission is considering initiating legal .action under

Section 12.

We would also be grateful for information as to what steps the
Commission is taking to seek out and evaluate hazards presented by other
products containing asbestos -- brake linings, modeling compounds, wallboard
and textured paints, for example. Given the authority to seek an immediate
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exoertlse in this area.

Slncerely,

' 5977 JyAZLLNJ
162/3‘{ \%&Z/ ANDREW MAG
Member Member
Subcommittee on Subcommitt
Oversight and Oversight
Investigations Investiga

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS

ed testing facilities for -
consumers from exposure to

) (‘)‘ .

L

h(D(.;

istance in evaluating the
oducts.

11y helpful in determining s

tos from artificial fireplace

‘
e
i

tial dangers from improper g

removal of these products from the home. Conducting proper research '
ial. Research on this subJect ;J

dquarters in Cincinnati.

avail yourself of NIOSH's

UIRE HENRY A WAXMAN .
Member / ’
ee on Subcommittee on
and Oversight and =
tions Investigations




