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esy Docthor Eckhardt:

The enclesed rules- were brought,to my attention by Miss-
EortLabe at your reguest. I take it that vou are interested
in ¥noving vhetkher or not I cons*der them to be necessary and
adeguate, and T am glad to comment on then
Generally 39eakﬁn;, the problem of haudling leaded gasoline
‘autozooile and aerOﬁlane} in laboratories is not very sxgnlfi-
cant Trem the aspect of lead absorpiion. Phe only routine teshts
wnich we have heen concerned about in any way are distillations
(pngler and other ) under circumstances h which they ave caryried
out in large numLe s0 as to involve a fairly reg ulaw occupation
for one oy more ;nazvaduaxs. The guantity of _ptwﬂptpdl lead
tnvolved tn an individual tes 3t of this sort is small, and unless
& series of exposures of this type ecntinue over a very cconslder-
able partion. of the day, the less of TEL to the atmesphere is
minute and hyglenically insigniflcant. wncn this work is aud
*antlallv "ontinuouu there should be ven%ilatory control of the
atmosphere oFf the laboratory and,thersfore, protcction of tho
personnel against steady accumulation of small quantlt’eq o TEL
dalily. “he primary reason Tor this is tha:t the last residue in
the flask contains a very liarge proportion of the lead content of
the original sample, and therefore Lt has 5 high cenceniration of
lead whicn is dangerous, except for its smalil volume, with resnect
to the diffcerential vaporizaticon and percutanesous sbacrbabilisy
cf the TEL.

Contact of the skin with leaded gascline results in no measurable
pezbubdneeuu absorption of lead. It has besen T“&nticaW?“ L TID0 G-
sible to get this fact through the heads of a large number of
people, and indeed I have not itried teoe hard to do this, since T
have no objection to excessive carefullness. Actua;ly some
apprehension in thls regard leads to more respect for gascline and
for avoidance of copz&nt dermatitis (gasollne) and sens;tﬁzat*on
(casoline). The latter 1s rare but it is an awful nuisance (or
worse) when 1t occurs. HMoreover, care against spillage of gasoline
is & further ualepuafd against unnecessary inhala**Cﬂ .of the vanors
of both gasoline and TEL. “There is also the problemYrepeated
contamination ¢r floors, table tops, etc. with lead-tontaining com=
pounds and the possiblility that some residue of TEL remains as a
source of proclonged contamination of the atmosnhere of the labora-
tory. This 1s not a very corious problem in most laboratories,
but 1t should be avoided by care in tha cholee of materials for
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