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November 22, 1948

§Ublect; PAPER.BEAD BY DR. W. C. HUEPEB OR THR SUBJECT OF
OCCUPATIONAL CANCEIR BEFORE THE APHA

Dear Doctor Woody!

A paper entltled Prevention gnd Contirol of Industrial Capcer was read
by Dr. W. C. Hueper, Chlaf, Favironmental Cancer Sectlon, Cancer Control
Branch, Bational Jancer Institute, Bethesda, Md., before the Industrial
glene Sectlon and Subcommittee on Medlcal Care of the American Publie
Health Asasociation, The occasion wae the 76th Annual meeting of the
APHA and an audience estlmated by the writer at 200 - 300 people were in
attendance at Talbot Hall, Mechanlcs Bullding, Boston, Massachusetts at
2330 PUM.’ Novembar 111 19”80

In his preliminary remarks, Ir., Hueper indicated that research on the
atiology of cancer indicated a strong llnk between environmert and cancer
incidences. Recent evidence has polinted ovut a definite correlation be-~
tween eancer incllence and erposuree to ultra-violet radiaticn, asdbestos,
benzol, certaln organie amines, paraffin oils, as well aws heavy patroleum
dletillatea and degradation producte such as tars, cokes, and pltches, Ha
then discussed an ideallzed approach to the control of the probdlenm which
would involve the followlpg points:

1) Evaluate the carcinmgenlcity'of suepected compounds and materials
through animal sxperimentation.

2) 1Investigate vital statistlcs records for cases of cancer and
trace the ewploymen! hlstory of these individuals. In certain
instances 1t might Ve necasgary to employ Soelnl Security records
to follow the employmant of the individusl.

3) In case that ths foregoing provides evidencs pointing to an un-
usual incidsnde of cancer in a certaln industry, the plant rec-
ords of that inpdustry will be lnvestigated to determine what
activities and exposnures within that industry produce the higher
incidences of cancer.

L) Medical dimgnostic procedures must be lmproved as o great many
cases are being mimssed at the present time. Conslderable work
of thie type ls beling dons in private laboratorles and the
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5).

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

4ndustrial control of exposures.

Doctor Woody —ilee Xovember 22, 1948

Publie Health Servics ias setting up such a laboratery at
Gaorgetown Univerailiy, Washiogton, D. C.

Initiate preventive measurss as moon as powsible since the
identification of ths offending sgent is not necesevary.
Industrially, the approach wonld be ms follows!

8) Through technical control aim at the couwplete elimination
of the exposurs, or,

b) Mirimize the exposure by seeking improved industrial ap-
paratus guch an leak-proof equlpment, closed systems, eta.

c) Provids sultable personal protective squipment such as
glewag, boots, impervious clothing, ete.-

d) Provids adequate sanitary facilities, This would requirse
an expansion ol locker facilitles in most existling plants,

o) Instruct the workers in the proper wese of ths protective
mezsurss proviled and tell them why their cooperation is
regulred,

£) Tor certaln opsratiens in industry the exposure may be
mirimlzed by thie use of teams, tralned to perform thelr
duties with a minimum »f exposure, and provided with special
nafezuards,

Madical contrel programa meh be set up, pot only for current
dlagnosis and trestment, but almed at following the worker through-
oat & latent perlod whilech may extend for 15-20 years,

A governmental factory inspectlion system would be uset up to in-
sure tkat the foregeing reguirements are mat.

Protection for worlcers in interstats comms rce wonld be secured
by setting up standards for containers snd sultadle warning
Iabels. . '

Reglstratlion and llcensing by a govarmment agency would be re-

quired for those factories handling known carcinogons.

Amandirg of pressn’ State occupational dlseass laws to provide
sultable compensatlon for occupabtlonal cancer and o insure the

7/ Clyds ¥. Berry, /4
Indugtrial Hyglenist
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Novenber 23, 1948

Dr. Mclver fioody

Esso Standard 0il Company
15 West Slst Street

New York, New York

Dear Dr. Woody:

Durlng a visit yesterday to the Illinols State
Diviasion of Industrisl Hyglene, Mr. Kenneth Morse, Director,
told me thﬁt hig Difision would scon start an environmantal
cancer study in the state and begiln work around Alton,
Illinois. He indicated that this study would includs the oil
industry. <Yhe study is to be done at the request of U,S. |
Public Health Service and in cooperation with that agency.
Representatives of the 7.35.P.H.S, conferred with Mr. Morse

about two weeks ago 10 make plans for this study.

Yours very truly,

Allan L. Dooley
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