
November 3# 193&

i

Mr. T.  R. A. Sevan 
Eth yl  E^rport Co rpo ra tio n  
Thanes House, M il lban k 
London, s .  V.'. 1 
England

Dear Mr. Se van ; •

In  as much ae I  have  n o t r e p l ie d 
to  yo u r l e t t e r  o f  Augus t 2 5 th  co n ce rn in g the  i n ­
s p e c t io n  o f m ix in g p la n ts  in  the  f a r  E a s t ,  I  ta ke 
th is  means o f l e t t i n g  you know th a t I  am In f u l l 
agreem ent as to  th e  a d v i s a b i l i t y  o f r e fe r r i n g  th i s 
que s tion  to  Mr. Te gn e r cn h i s  re tu rn  from h is  Eas tern  
t r i o .

In  a re p o r t  o f  Mr. Th© nault*s  on  
the  Sain t-Ou e n  p lan t o f s tan dard Fra n ça is e  des  P é tro le s 
o f Ju ly 16 th ,  th e re  i s  th e  fo l lo w in g .n o ta t io n  a t  the 
bo tto m , ’'S in ce  two men are  em ployed, an arrangem ent has 
been  made s c  th a t  each  man does a c t u a l l y  s i x  m ixes pe r  
month!i.  The number o f  m ixes per month i s  re p o r te d  as 
tw e lve .  I  w is h  you would c a l l  Mr. Th e n au lt*s  a t te n tio n  
to  the f a c t  th a t  o ur r e g u la t io n s  as  to  th e  number of  
m ixes p e r  month do n o t con cern  th e m s e lve s  w i th  the 
number o f men em ployed in  s h i f t s .  Rathe r th e  number o f  
m ixes  per month r e fe r s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  th e  t o t a l  number 
i n  the  p la n t  pe r m onth. My a t t i t u d e  on t h i s  qu e s t ion  
Is  th a t  i f  i t  i s  n e ce s s a ry  to  make 12  m ixes pe r  month a t  
any m ixin g p la n t ,  th en  i t  i s  c e r ta in  th a t  th e  m ix ing 
p la n t  i s  no t adequate  fo r  th e  bu s in e s s  b e in g  c a r r i ed  on# 
Y/e have  n o t a u th o r ize d  th e  use  o f  more th an  one group o f 
m ixin g men and I  do n o t co n s id e r  th i s  a  good p ra c t ic e # 
Rather i t  I s  our In te n t io n  to  s e e  th a t  th e  m ix in g pla n ts  
are  so  a d e q u a te ly co n s tru c te d  and so  a d ju s te d  to  the 
m agn itude o f b u s in e s s ,  th a t  i t  w i l l  n o t be  n e ce s s a ry  to  
o p e ra te  them more than  s i x  tim es  pe r monte.# I  would 
s u g g e s t ,  th e r e fo r e ,  th a t  he  lo o k  in to  th i s  p la n t  and s e e 
what th e  c ircu m s tan ce s  a re  w hich make i t  n e c e s s a ry  to do 
such fre q u e n t m ix in g. I f  th e  p la n t  i s  too  s m a l l ,  i t m ust 
be e n la rge d ,  and in  my o p in io n  he s h o u ld  n o t te m po rize 
w i th  such  a s i t u a t i o n  by a r t i f i c i a l l y  re d u c in g th e  ex­
posure  pe r man# , ,

Ve ry t r u l y  yo u rs ,

Ro be rt  ke bo e  ,  ~ M.D.RAK: is


