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NEW HAVEN - Palychlor-
inat biphenals m.1y prove to be
an entirely new {hreat to man-

" kind — aggravating present

problems of piblic concern
over pollution, pe.rsistent pesti-

cides and population explosion.

The long-terr: effects’ of
this class of chemlcal com-
peunds - simply is not yet

known. But they have been _

reported 1o be foxic,

They have bien found in
Jaboratory samples of fish
and wildiife beiig tested for
residues of ch orlnated
hydrocarbon pesticides such

as DDT and dicldrin,

“Chemists 1. smg gas
chromatography in these
tests have reporied uniden-

- tified peaks en their graphs

as early as 1966.” said Llovd
Reir stead ar analytxcal
chemist at the Connecticut
Agriculture Experiment Sta-
tion here.-

“One chemist, after testing

samples of bird:, simply ca . -

ed them avian :ubstances.”
The gas chromnatograph is
s sensitive leboratory in-
strument thal produces a
moving graph like a lie

Bill Clede

cause peaks in the graph at

different points.

These unidentilie { peaks
came very near whe e persis-
ten{ pesticides like T DT show
on the graph. According to
some - experts, tais jo-
terference could have caused
some confusion in pestlcxde
testing prior o 1963,

Since they were jdentified

as polychlorinated
opinion that they were in
troduced - through ‘natural’
sources.” .

PCBs have mary and’

varied industrial 1ses- in-
cluding the manufatcure of
plastics ~and electrical in-
sulators. But they ars not us-
ed as pesticides.

“As anaiytical (cchniques

‘become more soph:sticated,
“We fmd ~more ar.d more
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materials in eour fish, wildlife
and waters,” Keirstead ad-
ded. :

What this might me:n' in
terms of pollution of ou: en-
vironment simply has not
been determined.

The question will sure’v ex- .

pand the scope of research,
experts agree, but there xon't
be any quick and jeady
answers.
biphenals—PCBs for
shart—by a Swedish scientist,
findings have been repiried
also in England, Holland and
California. :

New tesis are ‘under way
now to determine the pra-.

. able source of PCBs in fish

samples {esled at the Zon-
necticut Agriculture Ex-
periment Stanon :
New . samples are leing
taken from waters previiusly
tested. Some are heing held
in sterile glass bottles. O hets
are being wrapped in plistic
bags as they were befor:.
“In all good conscience we
want fo make sure the fir ling
of PCBs.is nsl a matte: of
their being scoaked up ‘rom
the plastic,”” Keirstead ex-
pldmed “Frankly, it's my
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