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th e  o c c u r re n c e  o f  le a d  p o iso n in g  am o n g  
m ce w ith  y o u r  r e q u e s t .  I  w en t o v e r  th is  
l i t e r  you  s e n t  i t  a n d  r e tu r n e d  i t  to  a  sh e a f  
tng f o r  s tu d y  in  c o n n ec tio n  w ith  so m e  • • 

in ten d ed  w rit in g .^  U n fo r tu n a te ly , • I  h a v e  h a d  no ch an ce  to  d o  th e  w r i t in g  
a lth o u g h  I  h av e  g a th e re d  u p  so m e  o th e r  u n p u b lish ed  m a te r ia l  f r o m  
s e v e r a l  s o u r c e s .  1 s e e m  to  h av e  b oxed  m y s e l f  in  f a ir l y  e f fe c t iv e ly  w ith  
day  to  d ay  w o rk  th a t  h a s  f ra g m e n te d  m y  t im e  f o r  s tud y . * ~

S ince  re c e iv in g  y o u r  l e t t e r  I  h a v e  gone o v e r  th e  r ep o r t  a g a in  a n d  th is  
t im e  in  so m e  d e ta i l .  In so  do ing  I  m a d e  tw o p e n c i l  n o te s , one o f w h ich  
on  th e  f i r s t  p ag e  r e la te s  to  a  g la r in g  fa u l t  in  th e te x t  * a  s ta te m e n t o f  
D r .  D re e s  serfs w h ich  is  so  w ro n g  th a t  h e  sh o u ld  n ot b e  c re d i te d  p u b lic ly  
w ith  h av in g  m a d e  i t .  H e m a y  h av e  la c k e d  e x p e r ie n c e  to  th is  e x te n t a t  
th a t  t im e ,  o r  h e  m a y  h av e  b e e n  m is u n d e rs to o d  in  p a rt ,  b u t a t  l e a s t ,  o u r  
know ledge h a s  go n e  f a r  b eydnd  th e  s ta g e  r e p r e s e n te d by. th is  a n d  so m e  o f 
th e  e th e r  d is c u s s io n s  on  le a d  p o iso n in g  in  th is  p a pe r .  A n o th e r  n o ta tio n  

• re la te s  to  th e  a n a ly t ic a l  d a ta  on  b lood  in  th e  ta ble ,  w h ich , i f  th e  o th e r  
ta b u la te d  fa c ts  a r e  v a l id , a r e  u t te r l y  w ro n g  and  w or th le s s .  The v a lu e s  
re c o rd e d , w ith  th r e e  e x c e p tio n s  (v a lu e  o f 0 .0 7 , 0 .09  an d  0 ,0 7  l i s te d  in  
o r d e r  f r o m  ab o v e  d o w n w ard ) a  r e  w ith in  th e  no rm a l  ra n g e , an d  f a r  f ro m  
su g g e s tin g  th a t  th e s e  p e rs o n s  h a d  le a d  p o iso n in g , th e y  w ou ld  p ro v e  
c o n c lu s iv e ly  th a t  th e y  d id  n o t a n d  co u ld  n o t h a v e  be e n  s u f fe r in g  f r o m  le a d  
p o iso n in g  a t  th e  t im e  th e s e  a n a ly s e s  w e re  m a d e , i f  in d e e d , th e y  h a d  an y  
re la t io n s h ip  a t  a l l  tb  th e  t r u e  f a c ts .  In  a d d it io n  th e y  a r e  q u ite  o u t o f 
l in e  w ith  th e  r e s u l t s  o b ta in e d  on  th e  u r in e .  H en ce  1 w ould  g u e ss  th a t  th e  
a n a ly t ic a l  w o rk  on  b o th  th e  b lood  a n d  u r in e  w as u n re l ia b le .  A s I h av e  
p o in te d  o u t e ls e w h e re , p o o r  a n a ly t ic a l  w o rk  is  m u ch w o rse  th a n  none a t  
a l l ,  a n d  th e r e f o r e  b e fo re  a t te m p t in g  to  a p p ra is e  the  v a l id i ty  an d  m ean in g  
o f th e  o th e r  in fo rm a t io n  in  fixe a r t i c l e ,  I  sh o u ld  s im p ly  d is c a r d  th e  
a n a ly t ic a l  d a ta  a s  c o n tra d ic to ry  an d  m is le a d in g . • ' • • --■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

T h is  le a v e s  m e  in  th e  unh ap p y  p o s i t io n  o f a ss u m in g  th a t  so m e  o f th e
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O ctober 27 , 1954

Di*. L -orin E . K e r r  
A s s t .  E x e c u tiv e  M ed ica l O f f ice r  
U n ited  M ine W o rk e rs  o f A m e r ic a  
907 F i f te e n th  S tre e t ,  N o r th w e s t 
W ash ing ton  5 , D . C.

D e a r  D o c to r  K e r r :

I a m  re tu rn in g  th e  r e p o r t  on  th e  o c c u r re n c e  o f le a d p o iso n in g  am o n g  
o rc h a rd  w o rk e rs ,  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  y o u r  re q u e s t .  I w ent o v e r  th is  
r a th e r  h u r r ie d ly  so m e  t im e  a f te r  you s e n t  i t  a n d  retu rn e d  i t  to  a  3heaf 
o f m a te r ia l  w h ich  I  w as ho ld in g  f o r  s tu d y  in  co n n ectio n  w ith  so m e 
in ten d ed  w r i t in g . U n fo r tu n a te ly , I h av e  h ad  no ch ance  to  do th e  w riting , 
a lth o u g h  I h av e  g a th e re d  up  so m e  o th e r  u n p u b lish ed  m a te r ia l  f r o m  
s e v e r a l  {sources. I  s e e m  to  hav e  boxed m y s e l f  in  f ai r l y  e f fe c t iv e ly  w ith  
day  to  day  w o rk  th a t  h as  f ra g m e n te d  m y  t im e  f o r  s tud y .

S ince  re c e iv in g  y o u r  l e t t e r  I  h av e  gone o v e r  th e  r ep o r t  a g a in  an d  th is  
t im e  in  so m e  d e ta i l .  In so  do ing  I  m ad e  tw o p e n c i l  n o te s , one of w h ich  
on  th e  f i r s t  pag e  r e la te s  to  a  g la r in g  fa u l t  in  th e te x t  -  a  s ta te m e n t  of 
D r .  D re<esseris w h ich  Í3 so  w rong  th a t he  shou ld  n ot be  c re d i te d  p u b lic ly  
w ith  h av in g  m ad e  i t .  H e m a y  h av e  la c k e d  e x p e r ie n c e  to  th is  e x te n t a t  
th a t  t im é , o r  he  m a y  hav e  b een  m is u n d e rs to o d  in  p a rt ,  b u t a t  l e a s t ,  o u r 
know ledge h a s  gone f a r  beyond  th e  s ta g e  re p re s e n te d b y  th is  an d  so m e  of 
th e  e th e r  d is c u s s io n s  on le a d  p o iso n in g  in  th is  p a pe r .  A n o th e r n o ta tio n  
r e la te s  to  th e  a n a ly t ic a l  d a ta  on b lo o d  in  th e  ta b le ,  w h ich , i f  th e  o th e r  
tabulated! fa c ts  a r e  v a l id , a r e  u t te r l y  w ro n g  and  wo r th le s s . The v a lu e s  
re c o rd e d , w ith  th re e  e x ce p tio n s  (va lue  o f 0. 07, 0. 09 and  0 . 07 l i s te d  in  
o r d e r  f r o m  ab o v e  dow nw ard ) a r e  w ith in  th e  n o rm a l ran g e , an d  f a r  f ro m  
su g g es tin g  th a t  th e se  p e rs o n s  h ad  le a d  p o iso n in g , th e y  w ould p ro v e  
c o n c lu s iv e ly  th a t th e y  d id  no t an d  cou ld  n o t h av e  been  su f fe r in g  f r o m  le a d  
p o iso n in g  a t  th e  t im é  th e se  a n a ly s e s  w e re  m a d e , i f  in d eed , th e y  h ad  an y  
re la t io n s h ip  a t  a l l  to  th e  t r u e  f a c ts .  In  a d d it io n  th e y  a r e  q u ite  o u t of 
l in e  w ith  th e  r e s u l ts  o b ta in ed  on th e  u r in e .  H ence  I  w ould g u e ss  th a t th e  
a n a ly t ic a l  w o rk  on b o th  th e  b lood  a n d  u r in e  w as u n re l ia b le .  A s I h av e  
p o in ted  o u t e ls e w h e re , p o o r  a n a ly t ic a l  w o rk  is  m u ch w o rse  th an  none a t  
a l l ,  an d  th e re fo re  b e fo re  a t te m p t in g  to  a p p ra is e  the  v a l id i ty  and  m ean in g  
o f th e  o th e r  in fo rm a t io n  in  the a r t i c l e ,  I sh o u ld  sim p ly  d is c a r d  th e  
a n a ly t ic a l  d a ta  a s  c o n tra d ic to ry  an d  m is le a d in g .

T h is le a v e s  m e  in  th e  unhappy  p o s it io n  o f a ssu m in g  th a t so m e  of th e
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c l in ic a l  f in d in g s  w e re  v a l id , th a t so m e  w e re  p ro b a bly  n o t, and  th a t p ro o f  
o f th p  o c c u r re n c e  o f le a d  p o iso n in g  am ong  th e se  p eop le  is  n o t a v a i la b le .
I  th in k  th a t  th e  th e s is  th a t su ch  c a s e s  o c c u r re d  in so m e  n u m b e r is  p ro b a b ly  
c o r r e c t ,  but th e  a l le g e d ly  s p e c i f ic  ev id en c e  b o th  on  th e  e n v iro n m e n ta l an d  
c l in ic a l  s id e s  o f th e  s i tu a t io n  is  so  w eak  a s  a c tu al ly  to  s u b tra c t  so m e th in g  
f r o m  th e  p la u s ib i l i ty  o f a  s im p le  s ta te m e n t  o f  th e  fa c ts  an d  o p in io n s . I t  is  
im p ro b a b le  th a t a l l  o f th e s e  d ia g n o se s  o f le a d  p o iso n in g  w e re  in c o r r e c t ,  bu t 
on th e  in fo rm a t io n  g iv en , i t  Is re a so n a b ly  c e r ta in , I  b e l ie v e , th a t so m e  of 
them i w e re  in c o r r e c t .  .

D r. L o r in  E . K err  -  (2) -  O ctober  27» 1954 :

In  s h o r t ,  i f  I  w e re  in  y o u r  p o s it io n , I  w ou ld  n o t open  up m y se l f  o r  m y  
f r ie n d s  a n d  a s s o c ia te s  to  s e v e re  c r i t i c i s m ,  by  p u b lish in g  th is  r e p o r t  in  
th is  f o r m . If I  w e re  to  p u b l ish  i t ,  I’d  m e re ly  r e c ite  th e  h is to r y  o f th e  
p o te n tia l e x p o su re , d isp e n s in g  w ith  th e  h ig h ly  im a gin a ry  f ig u re  g iv en  by 
th e  t im e  x  c o n c e n tra t io n  c a lc u la t io n ; I  w ould  s ta te th e  c a s e  w ith  re fe re n c e  
to  th é  n u m b e rs  of c a s e s  re p o r te d  a s  le a d  p o iso n in g  by  a tte n d in g  p h y s ic ia n s  
‘d isp e n s in g  w ith  a l l  o f  th e  d a ta  on  th e  a n a ly s is  o f u r in e  and  b lood  an d  b o il in g  
dow n lthe c l in ic a l  f in d in g s  to  th e  o v e ra l l  s y m p to m a tic  p a t te rn ,  w ith  o r  
w ith o u t th e  f ig u re s  on th e  e ry th ro c y te s ,  h em o g lo b in an d  s tip p l in g . T ha t is  
to  sa y  I  w ould  n o t  a t te m p t  to  p ro v e  th e  c a s e ,  f o r  th e  p ro o f  is  n o t th e r e .  I 'd  
s im p ly  le a v e  i t  on th e  m e r i t s  o f th e  m e d ic a l  o p in ion s , fo r  w h a te v e r  th ey  
a r e  w o rth . T hey  w ill th en  a p p e a r  to  be  w o rth  m o re  {ra th e r  th an  le s s )  th an  
th e y  a c tu a l ly  a r e .  If th is  so u n d s l ik e  c le v e r  ta c t ic s  r a th e r  th an  a n  h o n e s t 
re p re s e n ta t io n  o f f a c ts ,  I can  o n ly  de fend  i t  by say in g  th a t th e s e  m e d ic a l 
o p in io n s do h a v e  so m e  w o rth  and  th a t th e y  sh o u ld  not be  d is c re d i te d  by 
in ad eq u a te  M3 c ie n t i f ic ,, e f fo r ts .

My c r i t i c i s m s  m a y  s e e m  so m ew h a t h a r s h ,  b u t I h a rd ly th in k  th e y  a r e .
R a th e r  I h av e  u n d e r ta k e n  to  be  q u ite  f r a n k , a s  y o u r c o u r te s y  to  m e  d e s e r v e s ,  
w h ile  re c o g n iz in g  th a t  m y  c r i t i c i s m  is  m o re  u se fu l  a t  th is  t im e  th a n  i t  
would be  i f  i t  w e re  g iv en  a f t e r  th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f th e  a r t i c le .

W ith k in d e s t r e g a r d s ,

C o rd ia l ly  y o u rs ,

R o b e r t  A . K ehoe, M . D.
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