Message

From: Konkus, John [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=555471B2BAA6419E8E141696F4577062-KONKUS, JOH]
Sent: 7/16/2018 1:24:01 PM

To: jazz shaw i Ex. 6 |

CC: Abboud, Michael [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b6f5af791a1842fladcc088chf9ed3ce-Abboud, Mic]

Subject: RE: Reply to Cong. Cummings Letter

Jazz: We're working on this for you.
Thank you,

John

From: jazz shaw | Ex. 6 '
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2018 5:47 AM

To: Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Reply to Cong. Cummings Letter

John,

Do you have any documentation on that 400% increase which you could share? More to the point, and in keeping with
discussions our editorial staff has had this year regarding Administrator Pruitt's tenure, do you have any sort of
breakdown of how many FOIA requests were filed by major media outlets (e.g. NY Times, WaPo, NBC News, CNN) during
the Trump administration as compared to similar requests over the course of the Obama administration?

Many thanks,
Jazz

On Sun, Jul 15, 2018 at 8:10 PM, Konkus, John <konkus.ichn@epa.gov> wrote:

Jazz: Attached please find a letter sent this evening from EPA in reply to Ranking Member Cummings’ letter — also
attached - from Friday. This letter signed by Kevin Minoli, EPA’s Principal Deputy General Counsel and Designated
Ethics Official, address FOIA procedures questioned by Congressman Cummings.

Background: Congressman Cummings’ letter essentially complains about a protocol he thinks is the Trump EPA’s
protocol but was actually set up in 2013 under the Obama EPA. The Trump EPA inherited that protocol and a backlog of
FOIAs dating back to 2008 from the Obama EPA. On top of that the Trump EPA has seen a 400% increase in FOIA
requests. Under the Trump Administration the national FOIA office was moved from the Office of Environmental
Information to the Office of the General Counsel to provide the expertise to compliment the work of the FEAT. This
move is intended to streamline the FOIA process from intake to producing responsive documents.

Thank you,
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