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“THE PUBLIC INTEREST CAMPAIG O

re C Louis V. Lombardo - 365-0412

PRESS RELEASE

. FORRELEASE SUNDAY, ..AYUGUST 27, 1972
| The Public Interest Ca.m‘paig_n,v a citizen organization working
for consumer and envi‘ronmentai protection has unc_overed additional -
»evic.ie'nce linking leaded gasoline with ihe lead poisoning of éhildren. As
_ a‘r'sul‘c of ‘a_n'iﬁvestivgaf:i»on of New York City's lead poisoning control |
program Tﬁe Campaign disclosed in a letter to the Eﬁxrironmental
Protection Agency a finding that: Along wi;.h 60% ?edq;tiéns in the lead
 content of gaécline sold in New York City 1n 1972, there has been both a
50% reductio'n. in lead air 'pollution levels and & 50% reductionin lead
poi'soni‘ngs aman.g ﬁew York City _childreﬁ.
| :Nationwide some 600, 000 children are estimated to kave
o dangerously high blood 1eaa levels. |
'i’he Public Interest Campaign urged EPA Administrator, \Rfilliz;m.
Ruckelshaus to.,take this new evidence into consideration in promulgating
regul?.tioﬁs limiting »theyléad content of gasoline. ‘The C‘ampaign has
fecbé;iﬁiexided 2 leé.d phase-t:;ut schédﬁle \Vhi;h ivould eliminate all lead in
A gasoline': by no later than 1977. Louis V "Loz.'nbardo\, Dir_e.ctlor‘ of The
: Ca.mpaign sfated, "By 1977 for about a pe‘nny more per gallon, A_méricans
can sighiﬁca;;tly reduce their le.ad poisoning problerh and get both lead frtrave o
gasoline and lead fr'e’e" Ib_x:vz'ngs. Moxeover,;the added cost of lead free gasoline
} wouid‘ 53‘ cfféet by savings due to ldngér muffler life, less sparkplug fouling

and less fi’equent oil and oil filter >changes'.“ _
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-Mr Wllham D. Ruckelshaus
" Administretor

- 50% lower than in prenous years.

The; Public Interest Campaign

Louis V. Lombardo, Director
1525 New Hampshire Ave.
Washingron, D. C. 20036 ‘
(301) 365-0412 -

August 23, 1972

Environmental Protection Agency
Yaterside Mall
'Wa..,lun'?ton, D C 204.60

Dear Mr. Ruckelshaus:

~ This is to provide EPA with additional information for
considerationin the proz rnulgation of a rule regulating the lead

_ content of gasoline. While the officizl deadline for comment:
has passed, Ifeel our most recent findings are too sigrificant-

to be overlooked inyour deliberztions on the lead regulation.

As part of our investigation into the lead poisoning
problem I reccently examined the records of New York City's
Department of Air Resources and New York City's Lead Poisoning
ControlProgram. The records revealed the three following -
findings.

I The lead contentof gasoline sold in New York City

since January of 1972, by city ordinance, has been 60% Iowcr

h'*n in previous yea.rs.

o IL Amblent zir concentrations of lead measured at
various stations in New York City in 1972 are on the order of

t

III. The incidence of lead poisoning cases (children found

* . to have a blood lead level of 60 ug Pb/100 ml blood) in New York
_ City in 1972 is on the order of 50% lower than in previous years.
"3 as shown 1r; the following table. '

InC1dence of Lead Poxsonmg_Among New York City Children

A Blood Samplmg Period "' __Number of Lead Po:.somng Ca.sesl
Jenuary 19 - July 15, 1970 . . 929
January 1 - July 15, 1971 ‘ o _ 1,030 _

-~ January 1 - July 14, 1972 _— 429 ~ LIR-76082

1A lead pmsomng case is defined as a blood lcad level equal to or -
_greaﬂter than 60 ug Pb/lOO ml blood : ‘




As one who hes had responsibility for the protection of
the public health I urge you to weigh this new evidence carefully on

‘tbe side of f‘m, people. Inyour rulemaking follow the public health

axiom thet if you must err, prudencedictates that you err om the
side of px.uhc hcaltn protection rather than the protection of economic
intercsts

Furtherrore, I understand your Office of General Counsel
is of the opinion that upon promulgation of a Fedsral regulation all
state and local reguistions must be preempted, Such a construction
of the luw is likely to rescit in allowance of an increase in leaded
ffe.,olmu usagze in New York City. 1 tpureforc urge you to promulgate
arule, or construe the law in such a manner as to not permit sucka
detrimenial conseguence,

sdditionn] evidence un vercd during the investigation
shows thi¢ incidence of lead polsonir ing to fall most heavily on the

black popelution, 1 bave enclosed a graph which shows o July 1971
ezl incidsnce of lexd poisoning cases of %% ameng black 2 year old
chiidren tested, The graph also shows thzi among New York City

rd
=1
Pucrio Dican childeen ihe pozk July incidons

e is .,%, still high bui:
congiderab ’:y lowez thun the incidence among blacks. This confir
ene of the main findinge of your Task ¥ oz’ce on Eovirenmental
Froblems of the Urbaea Poor.

"‘hc ne tion ?nd the 120 000 New Yo*k ch1ld:.e'1 at ;153‘. =

can be gruie t

fully reduced the le' d content '-f "-‘*otmh in pr Yﬁr:’ B'.lt it is «

sad cormmeniary . on Fedexalleadership that the only thaaks people in

other Zas > cities can have is for the rainy spring and summes
13

"at"
which redu ad the load content of street dirt and dust.
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Sincerely,

s Y il

Louis V. Liombardo’

LIA-76083
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