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‘Telagram
TO:

Dr. Alexander M. Schmidt
Commissioner

Food and Drug Adminlstration
8600 . +shers rane _
Rockville, Maryland 20852

Johns-hanvilie Products'Corpoiatidn understands that FDA will
. sﬁoktly publish inAthé'?ederal Registei £inal regulations whigh would
'prohibit ther use ofAtalc Cbntaihing agbestos in food and food
packchng materlals unlesu the talc is- 99. 9% free of amphib%le asbestos
| £fpers and 99.99%% free- of chrysotxle asbestos fibers.
7 Such actlon would causé 1rrepaLab1e and irreversible harm

+o Johns-Manvmlle and other. companies in the tale 1ndustry and is
cledrly agaxnst the weight ‘of evidence presentgd to FDA. The publzgaﬁio
tc_Qf such-regulations wbuid 1ikeiy fesuit in the éédsation of all Johns-
'Hanville talc proﬁuction and sales within a very short period of
txme, if not immedlately. | ' ’

- We belzeve the decision by FDA 15 beiﬁg based on substantial

pressure Eron certain envxronmental groups and is not based on
1Q’£acts relatlve to any 1mmanent danger We would hopa “that FDA
;,would not embark on another cyclamate fiasco whlch would destroy the
 iU.s. talc induscry. | i A ' |
S Jahns~manville requests that FDA caxefully xeconsida: any
“decision made or to be made on this matter in light of the ‘above.,

Addipionally, Johna~Manville requests thet a copy of the fingl

regulations being considered By FDA bé foxrwarded %o us_immediately for

review. Wz would be glad to meet with vou at any time to xeview
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the final regulatlons being cdnsidezed ‘as to its justifiﬂation and

affects on U,S. indnstzy.
‘ Johns~Manv1lle has n,aviously advised FDA that it was willlng

5 condugt any further medical or«scientific tests which PDA would

deem necessary to arrlve at a sound ‘decision in this matter. L
 We have urged the adoption/f;terim requlations in accordance

with Section 121 4000 of the Federal Food, ‘%ﬁﬁrand cosmetic Act,

' to give industry sufficient tima to conduct further studies approved

by“FDA before any fxnal regulations are‘publmshed and to avoid the

5‘disastrous consequences resulting from the mera pub1ication of

‘"such at tnis time, ' A 7
Your immedxate response to this telegram is requesﬁed.f

"Vice-President : |
'Johns~Manville onducts COrporation',
Greenwood Plaza SRR R
" peaver, colorado’80217
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