FILE NAME: Powhatan (PHN)

DATE: 1971

DOC#: PHNO26

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: Govt Inspection Reports



ﬁ..u“.‘

“'"l vegft

N A "
.

)
o
Al

i

~

. Tﬁigxfﬁlb,. ( %
P 7////'.7/ o () (‘/////W//////
AT ) !

)il
S

¢ U__.qs

-

‘\_\,

CEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

2305 N CHAFLES STREFY . SALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21218 . Asea Code D01 . 103-

Neil Solomon, M D, Ph D, Secretary

prili 21, 1971

pd |
T0s Ernect B. Robison !va_gkAAAjr

FROMs Richard Johnson (,%S

REs Visit to Powhattan Mining Company

I contacted the Powhattan Mining Company at 6721 Windsor Mill Road
on 4=14-71 p.m. requesting permission to visit their processing plant
to acquaint myself with the methodo used to process asbestos. 1 was
informod that it was not the policy of the company to allow visitors.

I called again on L-=15-T1 and spoke with Miss Metf, president of the
coxnpany, who explained my previous request was misunderstood. An
appointment was made for 10330 a.m. on 4-19-71. On Thursday I tried
to contact Martin Rivers or Tom Ernst of Baltimore County for more
information concorning Powhattan but was unable to reach them.

™ T visited the plant on 4-19-71 with Roland. Sclmidt., We were
given a tour of the plant by Miss Mett and the plant foremane Pow=-
hattan Mining is a small operation with about 10 employcea. Miss Met¥
:1lained that the ore was mined in Georgia or Alabama and trucked to
the prant. The oro is shovel-fed Into a ciusher. The ore is conveyed
to other processing machines wiere it is further broken down to a dust
like form and washed, screened and Ydarged in burlap sacks. These
sacks were lined to prevent loss through the bage No dust visible
from outsida. The building was fairly old; Miss Metf said her father
started the operation in 1917. The interior of the btuilding was
coated with dust of various depths. In some spote the dust was about
6 inches deep. Nust was visiblc in the alr throurhout the plant.
There were four dust collectors installed at this plantt One Kel-Co,
two Dixie and one Wheeler I'rirhter. These were bay types and seemed
inadequate at lest. The employecs carried out all operations in
dust-laden air. larie doorus and windows were open allowinp dust to
b blown by winds. This plant iu located in a residential area.
The employces and staff seemcd unaware of any danger. I would consider
the dust contrnl gyntem a fallure and hope the situation could be
rectifiod soon, based on the dangers outlined in thes "Preliminary
Alr Pollution Survey of Asbestos".
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Powhattan Mining Company BALTI#3zE poyary

HEALTH pzpgn;
Chris Zerby HENT

Plant Inspection

A tour of the Powhattan Asbestos plant was made on the moraing of
May 7, 1971. Present were:

Powhattan Baltimore County
Migs Francis Mett Bob Hedden
Fresident
DAQC

Roland Schisler
Plant Foreman Chris Zerby

The plant was not operating at full capacity as only one mill and
bagging area were being used. The followin§ sources of airborne asbestos
were noted (refer to materials {low dimgram)s:

1.

3.

Primary crusher - 3 to 4 inch anthopolite ore is loaded by front
end loader to a bin then shoveled by hand to the primary crusher.
Reduced material is carried by an open bucket conveyor to an
enclosed elevator where it is then distributed to one of threce
secondaries.

ihis source was not operatingj; however, tlie handling and
crushing operations would probably generate enough particulate
to carry out the large doorway. Two collection points are
exhausted to a baghouse.

Secondary crushers - This area is hooded and exhausted to a
baghouse collector. A small stationary screen separator and
the lozding hopper of the impact mill are not covered and a
snall amount of dust could be seen at these points.

Baggzing area - Paper or paper lined burlap bags are gravity
filled and stitched to seal. These bags are waterprcdf;
however, due to a shortage of supply, a plastic weave bag is
being ueed instead and this type is not waterproof.

The finished product is very fine end powdery so it
easily becomes airborne cduring the filling of the bags.
The sewn seal ig very poor and asbestos can easily escape
from the bags during handling.
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Conslusions ™'

This plant is a definite concern for industrial hyglene and possible
health hazard for citizens in the local community. An unannounced inspection
will be made scon to reevaluate the plant in actual operaticn and at full
capecity. . N : .-

AN

Since asbestos can be a heelth hazard even though invisible, it is
recomrended that en asbestos monitoring network be established around
the plent, to determine atrospheric concentrations.

.
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ccs Baltimore County Health Department
¥r. Beegan (Industrial Hygiene)
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William ). Peeples, M.D., M P.H., Commissioner
STATE OF MARYLAND 301 W. PRESTON STRFET « BALTIMOREL, MD. 21201 « Area Code 301 Phone383 3010
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Technical Services Section . .- ) e
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. Asbestos Sampling Yetwork ’ .
. (Proximity of Powhatan Yining Company) ‘
..—"’—'—\ .

The Povhatan Vining (bﬁpany ‘located at 6721 Yndsor Hill\Road processes
1252 tons of asbestos ore per year. The prasident of the company g Miss Frances *
E. Mett who lives at the same address in a house approximately 200 feet from the °
building housing the processing equipment.” This {3z an old operation (started in i

1917) and plant visits have indicated that the vorkers are forced to inhale &

asbestos fibers in their vork area.’; This 1g evident by the fact that fibers can
be seen suspended in the in-plant air.(‘Although the processing system employs
several fabric filters, the collection Eystem ie' obviously inadequate sidce it
allows fibers to become airborne. Further, as the building has several large
open doors and open windows, the dust' could ., be catried outsgide exposing the
corrunity to hazardous pollutants. The plant is located in a regidential area.

(Refer to attached map.) } “ " ,ér E ;
. ‘\‘ ) e ’ A R .‘" . i
Tvo houses are within 200 feet of-the-plant.  .° i ;
Ten houses are within 300 feet of the plant, - & S
Tventy-nine houses are within 500 feet of the plant.’ ’ i
The Featherbed Lane Elementary School is approximately 0

1100 feet from the plant. (John C. Baummer, Box 631, g
New Cut Road, Kingsville, Yaryland 21082 is the principal,
Telephone 592- 7798 ) ay

DERE. WURT TN

<7 ‘0",,'

Because of the knowvm and Suspected hazards of even short tetn exposures to -
small concentrations of asbestos fibers, immediate"gbatcment action must be taken.
As a basis to require the operation/to be controlled-—-either voluntarily or through
the courts--information is ne2eded concerning the concentration of asbestos fibers
in the ambient air surrounding the plant. Take whatever steps you feel necessary
to obtain this informatiom.

If further technical i;sistance from this section 1is required, personnel
vill be made available at your convenience. This project should be considered of
the highest priority because of its public health aignificance.
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ST !;._4;‘ e Robert F. Hedden, Chief .
, Lo . Technical Services Section ;*ﬂ
, ; PR Division of Air Pollution and
o e h}_m.Ji: Industrial Hygiene

T el Bureau of Fnvironmental Health
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PROXIMITY OF POWHATAN MINING COMPANY
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G Chris 2erby e
Division of Alr Quality Control“ SRt e o
SUSJECTs Plent Irsoection , ;l -né’-(iuu,a Q 1 . A
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An unanmounced plant inspection of the Poyhaten Bining COmpany w2e mads ¢n
tie wmorring of August 31, 1971. Irecert weres

Baltinmore COunty Ezalth Dvph5 y Industrigl, Lygicne, . Divigion oglﬁgx uality Ceatrol
Lerry Kircher g ,‘;?5L£" n "'éaﬁ T &,- Geotge Pe Forvert
Asit Haora uwil Pat&l N o filck Jobmoen
’ ; o L1t ':‘, S ies - "'" - Cbria zerby

’ ‘/-:' ’l P I A N R

¥izs rrancla hett, Presiécnt, d«s contacted,prior to entering the plant cperatione;
no esployee was availsble Lo conduct the taur, ' The following items were noteds

l. PFrimary Crucher - This unit was not operating; housver, th2 materials
handiing at this point have.ths potentlal for being a sourge.of fugitive
.dust. " The -stackpile and qpusher rare crclo ed ig a shed, uith a. lqrge
epen dOOTHAYs. . .. - o - cmy oL L el iy .

uCOOﬂdﬂry ‘eruchera - Two of theco wnits wers In oncrabion. A slight
nuovnt, of culpaten wad uotod esearing nesr tha tep «f, tha gouth corner
of. e Luiltum; u).rm an str owp: ‘rut.or HKD . 1oor:t.d.. Cluph faden gre
- eacaped from a poorly.soaled ges flow ddmpor. Also snoged wss a decocit
qf dust on tho veof ncar orcref g_s ethn b dGELGe .0 oo

~
4 .

- n,«\‘

- . 3
3. TaiL_nga Stocky ile - & fires s*ued shed eucloaes the wogte mireral ang
- conteisswaons . aoL€§tQJ fibers,. nean the rear of tha.plant.,‘;hle m“terlal
could Yecoue alrborme ob winuy dogya,, RS I SR
Le scld Leashing Tanks - dydrachloric scid in avout ten open tanks (e
cbyay 1S ballon capacity) removes iron irpuritles from the 23bestos flver.

Loe plant eppears to ccmply with the current cir guality rezutsticns with the
cxception of the rdnor ‘exissica on the roof. Joms raintenance would bo ryquired
to earrect the minor sources of fugitive dust. However, the nain concern. is ths
ir-plant effect of susperded particulates on the plint esployeecs It is reccanended
Lhzt aire sonples be taken insido the buliding and aralyzed to dstermire corolisnca
with the incdustrial hyglene rezulations,.
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE
Neil Solomon, M.D., Ph.D., Secretary

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

610 N. HOWARD STREET o BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21201 [ Area Code 301 L] 383-

October 27, 1971

HEMG TU: Mre P41l Philips

FROHM: Fichard Jehnzen £25<
ryiey 2vm \ . N (
SUBJECTs Inplant Acbestos Samples in Powhatten Mining Company

‘he inplant astestos sarples taken at Povhatten Minirg Cempeny
have been anavlyzed ty the M, Sinai School ¢f Medigire. The analysis
v cne according to vrecadures 2ctablisiied dy 4he 9.5. Public Health
Service for phace contrast microszopy.

Sample nomber cme (BR333) vas taken in the immediate vicinity of
»2031ing operation, This sample showzd a fiber count of 7,500 fibers
Ler of zir. Cample number twe (?27) was taken on the main floor

-~

1t
near an operating dryer. The fiber count here was 5,500 fibers per
it

Esth camples were over the Threshiold Limit Valucs of 9,000 fibers

ver iiter of air established by the Arerican Conference of Joverrmmental
ladustrial fygienists. These samples show Fovhatien Mining Company to
te in riolatien of Regulzvion 4300Y

ct
f2e
o]
s}
ct
i

ck
"U

cvhatlen Ve advised of tbeir status
vetter define the exitent of astvesios
rning Com
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